Good afternoon. I'm Damien Ciappelli and I am standing for Douglas North in this year's General Election. 
A little bit about myself. I am Manx born and educated. I am an advocate with significant experience of both working in private practice and major corporations, both on island and further afield. I am currently Chair of the Positive Action Group, which is a think tank which has raised issues of public interest and national importance, thus underlining my continuing interest in politics. 
I am standing because I have a passion for the Island and I am concerned for its future like so many of you. 
There has been a loss of confidence in our Parliament, which has become dysfunctional and disconnected from those whom it is meant to represent. 
I am offering my candidacy to try and restore that confidence.
The Island is a special place but significant choices need to be made which will affect our collective futures. 
My priorities include developing policies to ensure a stronger economy and better opportunities for our young people, responsible government spending, better health care and social care, controlled immigration that benefits the Island, reliable and affordable air and sea links, affordable homes and better infrastructure, appropriate energy and environment policies. 
If elected, I would seek to address the concerns held by so many of you and ensure proper representation for Douglas North and our wider Island. 
I would ask you to support me on 24 September so that we can work together for our Island. 
Thank you very much.
