Hello, my name's Peter Washington. 
I'm standing in Douglas North to be the MHK for Douglas North in the upcoming election. 
Most people in Douglas North know me because I'm a councillor. I'm a councillor on the City Council. I'm chairman of the Housing and Properties Committee. And I think doing that for the last five years has given me a real insight to some of the issues that we've got facing Douglas North.
And the obvious one straight away without any, doesn't need any introduction is the housing crisis that we're in. 
I see that because I live on the council estate and I see the impact that it's having on the people that are living around me. 
I get invited into their houses to hear their problems, sit on their sofas and see the real struggle that some people are having. 
But I also see the other side to this is so many people who traditionally would have come into social housing have been barred from there because of the unrealistic levels of entry on financial basis. 
I think those people have got a double whammy because this idea of a belief that if you work hard enough you will always be able to afford your home, that promise has been broken because it doesn't matter how hard you work for some people, they're never going to be afforded to own their home. 
Which supposes me a problem for the future that has to be addressed and it has to be addressed now. 
We're going to have so many people who are in private rented accommodation that can't get onto social housing, can't afford to buy their own home. 
What's going to happen when they retire? They're not going to be able to afford the rent. We're going to have a cliff edge. We think we have a housing problem now. We've got an even bigger one coming if we don't address it now. 
So for social housing, for private rented, you've got to vote for a candidate that knows what you're going through and has got some solutions and some answers and is going to give you a voice in that chamber when they're making these laws. 
Thank you.
