Hi there, for those of you who don't know me, my name is Lawrie Hooper and I'm standing for re-election as an MHK for Ramsey. 
It's been an absolute privilege to represent the town as one of your MHKs and I really hope you'll grant me the opportunity to do so again for the next five years. 
We've navigated Brexit and COVID, multiple energy crises and cost of living pressures and as a community we've tackled these head on together. 
The rising cost of living continues to outpace people's ability to keep up, access to housing remains a real challenge, healthcare funding is at a critical point, border security needs strengthening and our economic growth isn't reaching everyone. 
There are no easy answers and I believe that the biggest risk we face will be the next government falling into short-term decision making instead of taking the long-term view. 
Now a few minutes isn't long enough to tell you anything meaningful so I would encourage you to look at my manifesto, my website and the leaflet that will be coming through your doors very soon. 
My approach has always been to not just talk, but to try and do things, and if they don't work, to change them, to try something else, and to keep at it, whatever the issue is, until it is resolved. 
Now I'm a firm believer in doing what you can, helping the people that you can help, and not waiting for the perfect solution before acting, because that perfect solution will never come. 
Now I've managed to get myself in trouble more than a few times over the years because I'm not afraid to tackle the difficult issues and because I'm the sort of person that will tell you the whole truth. 
I don't just believe in telling you what you want to hear. And frankly, if you want a representative who just tells you what you want to hear, I'm probably not the politician for you. 
Sticking to this principle has lost me a number of political jobs over the years, and I'm absolutely fine with that. 
I would make the same decisions again. 
Now I know politicians like to make promises, so here's mine. 
I'll work hard, I'll do my best, and I will always put Ramsey first. I'm here to work for you. 
I'm Lawrie Hooper, your Liberal Vannin candidate for Ramsey, and I hope I can count on your vote so we can get straight back to work.
