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ALEX AND LAURA WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME YOU TO HERON
We base our menus on locally sourced seasonal produce to create high quality Fine Dining meals.  

Our aim is to be one of the must visit places to eat at on the Island so we take great pride in our menu  
which will change regulary to reflect the seasons and local producers offerings. 

Come and join us at Heron to enjoy some great quality food. You will not be dissapointed. 

HERON LOUNGE
Situated at 2b Union Street on the 

corner of Castle Street seconds from 
the restaurant.  A Cocktail / Wine Bar 

joint venture with Matt and Denise. 

A beautiful place tastefully decorated 
inside a grade II listed Victorian 

building, at night the warm lights 
around the bar and oak centrepiece 

bring the room to light.
It has a lovely atmosphere and is 

very welcoming to anyone wanting 
to walk in, although bookings are 

recommended.
Somewhere you can now take  

your family and friends for either a 
couple of beverages before going 

onto your meal at Heron, or an 
evening of socialising in a classy, 

relaxing and modern environment. 
To book call us on  

07305060443 or e-mail: 
heronloungeiow@outlook.com

HERON, 2 CASTLE STREET, RYDE, ISLE OF WIGHT, PO33 2EP 
T: 01983 567192 E: heroniow@outlook.com www.heroniow.co.uk

Open Tuesday 3pm-11pm, Wednesday 12pm-3pm & 5pm-11pm, Thursday 12pm-3pm & 5pm-11pm,  
Friday 3pm-11pm, Saturday 3pm-11pm, Sunday & Monday Closed

HERON GIFT CARDS - The Perfect Present
Give the gift of fine dining to treat someone with  
great food, great wine, and a great experience.

CHRISTMAS AT HERON 
1ST - 23RD DECEMBER 

£75 A PERSON OR WITH WINE 
PAIRING £95 PER PERSON

CALL US ON 01983 567192 OR 
SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL 

MENU DETAILS

A DEPOSIT OF £25 PER  
PERSON WILL BE  

REQUIRED

HERON LOUNGE 
IS AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE HIRE FOR 

YOUR SPECIAL EVENT 
OR OCCASION. THE 
IDEAL LOCATION TO 

CELEBRATE WITH 
FAMILY AND  

FRIENDS. 
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Editor amy.shephard@iwbeacon.com

As we look back over 2022, it’s crazy to think what a 
rollercoaster of a year it’s been. We finally saw the back of 
Covid restrictions, we lost our beloved Queen after 70 years of 
reign, changed Prime Minister a few times and the Lionesses 
brought football home!

We also saw the shocking invasion of Ukraine and faced 
unprecedented rises in energy bills.

As we join together with loved ones over the festive period, 
we can be thankful, at least, for a Christmas without the risk of 
Covid restrictions looming over us.

Pantos are back in full swing and the pubs are looking 
forward to welcoming Christmas revellers through their doors.

However you’re spending Christmas, we hope it’s full of 
love and joy.

EDITOR
Welcome from the

5  Recipe: Festive Cocktails

7 Walking the Island: Walking Whippingham

8-9 The Entertainment Guide

11-12 History: 125 Years of Entertainment 

14-15  Let’s Buy Local this Christmas

16-17  12 Days of Christmas Prizes!

18-23  News from Your Area

29  Gardening: The Festive Garden

31  Spot the Difference  
 Competition

Amy Shephard

IW Beacon Media Centre, 8-10 Dodnor Park, Newport, PO30 5XE

FACEBOOK
iwbeacon

CALL US
01983 433112

TWITTER
@iwbeaconmag

INSTAGRAM
@beaconiow

VISIT US
iwbeacon.com

EMAIL 
hello@iwbeacon.com

5

7

11

8 High Street, Cowes PO31 7RZ / 48 Regent Street, Shanklin PO37 7AA 

Tel: 01983717676 www.abiclothing.co.uk 

Autumn&Winter
Ladies Boutique, stocking a range of clothing, 

footwear, handbags and accessories.

at

C O W E S

NOW
 OPEN!

Open M
onday-Saturday 

9.30am
-4.30pm

Sundays 

10am
-4pm
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P M Drones

Sky High Quality Down to Earth prices

Industrial and Residential

 Safer, quicker, cheaper

Full Roof inspections and hard to reach areas.

Aerial Site safety, ongoing building works and projects

Property promotional photos and videos

Full Copies of all jobs, photos and videos
are given to the customer.

Roof Inspection Property Promotion Local Events

Your Local Aerial Inspection team

Tel:07541 086 116 | pmdrones.co.uk
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Transform your career
and your earning potential. 
Completely free to you 
and at least 95% free*

to your employer.

FREE
TRAINING
AT WORK

You could be gaining new skills and quali�cations 
to boost your career – at no cost to you.

We can help you take your career to the next level in 
as little as 12 months with a professional workplace 
Apprenticeship. It’s a �exible programme designed to 
suit you, in any business, and at any age.

We have training programmes in speci�c areas like 
Business Administration, Human Resources, 
Health & Safety, Quality Assurance, Customer 
Service, Hospitality and much more. 

You can train with your current employer – without 
needing ‘day release’ – boosting your career with 
valuable, nationally recognised quali�cations.

Talk to our expert advisors today about our wide 
range of work-based Apprenticeships, including our 
industry-recognised management programmes
to help you start or progress as an executive in your 
current or new workplace. 

We make the whole process quick and simple, for you 
and your employer.

When it comes to high quality training, professionals 
across the Island choose HTP Apprenticeship College.

HTP Apprenticeship College • Main Campus: The Old Grammar School,  St James Street, Newport, PO30 5HE
*May be funded by Levy funds for large employers

Call the team now: 01983 533926 • or email: info@htp.ac.uk

4034 IW Beacon A4 ad for Dec 2022 Issue(1).indd   14034 IW Beacon A4 ad for Dec 2022 Issue(1).indd   1 21/11/2022   16:2021/11/2022   16:20
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Festive
Cocktails
Get into the festive spirit with a cocktail or two, using locally made ingredients.
Tipsy Wight® produce gorgeous flavoured vodkas and vodka liqueurs from 100% natural 
ingredients they grow or forage for on their family farm based here on the Isle of Wight.

WILD PLUM &
GINGER BELLINI

INGREDIENTS

METHOD

THIS IS A WONDERFUL TWIST ON THE FAMOUS PEACH BELLINI INVENTED IN THE 1930S AND SERVED AT THE WORLD FAMOUS HARRY'S BAR IN VENICE.

25ml Tipsy Wight® Wild
Plum Vodka

25ml Ginger syrup: 2.5cm freshly grated ginger, six peppercorns, 1 tbs muscovado sugar, 125ml water
Prosecco

Place ginger, peppercorns, sugar and water in a small pan and simmer for 15 minutes, stirring occasionally. Pass mixture through a fine sieve to remove ginger pulp and peppercorns. Allow to cool.

Combine and pour 25ml of Ginger Syrup and 25ml Wild Plum Vodka into a shaker with ice. Shake vigorously and pour into a martini glass. Top with chilled Prosecco.

Serve immediately. Perfect

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Tipsy Wight Great British Food ad 2017 89x122mm CROPS.pdf   1   19/07/2017   13:49

Made using: Tipsy Wight® Wild Plum Vodka

APPLES & PEARS
Made using: Spiced Pear Vodka Liqueur

INGREDIENTS

METHOD

25ML Tipsy Wight® Spiced 
Pear Vodka Liqueur

25ml apple juice

Champagne

Add Tipsy Wight® Spiced Pear
Vodka Liqueur and apple juice

into a champagne flute

Top with chilled
champagne
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To be in their own home at such a special time is
everything that many people who are dying wish for.
 

Our Care at Home team of Mountbatten nurses and
carers need your help to continue working 24/7 across
the Island over the festive season, supporting people to
remain at home so they can enjoy the same traditions
they have always cherished.

Your donation today will give someone
a very special gift, the chance to spend
their last Christmas at home with the
people that they love.

Scan to donate now 

Will you help our patients
stay at home this Christmas?
Jackie Whiller
Consultant Nurse and Community Team Lead

For many of our patients, this
will be their last Christmas.

mountbatten.org.uk/homeA registered charity

not to be ok
It’s OK...

We all have times when life gets 
on top of us.
Whatever the reasons, if you feel you are not coping as 
well as you would want to be, help is at hand.

47
59

 P
H

 1
2/

20
 L

F

Call NHS 111 or visit 
www.iwmentalhealth.co.uk

BEACON MAGAZINE  |  December 2022
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Walking  
 the Island 

© Crown copyright 2022 Ordnance Survey. Media 047/20

The Folly
Inn

Start
here

You’ll start from St 
Mildred's Church, 
Whippingham — 
which is known for 

its royal connections. 
This beautiful church 

was restored in 1804 by John 
Nash. The previous building 
dated back to the Domesday 
Book — and is recorded as 
being a place of worship for 
Queen Victoria, who lived 
nearby at Osborne House 
until her death in 1901.

In 1885, Princess Beatrice 

married Prince Henry of 
Battenberg at St Mildred’s. 
They’re both now buried at 
the church. As is Isle of Wight 
yachtsman, Uffa Fox. You’ll 
find his gravestone near the 
north wall of the churchyard.

Just beyond the churchyard 
wall, you’ll discover a footpath 
leading down to the River 
Medina.

Walk for half a mile across 
a field and through a patch of 
woodland towards the edge of 
the river.

WALKING 
WHIPPINGHAM

Distance: 1.2 miles  Duration: 45 mins

This gentle riverside walk is perfect for a Sunday 
afternoon — finishing with a warm drink, or pub 

lunch at the newly renovated Folly Inn.
Queen Victoria and

Princess Beatrice

and fittings, such as an 
indoor/outdoor fireplace, as 
well as bi-fold doors along 
two elevations, offering diners 
picturesque views over the 
water.

New furniture has also 
been installed to create a 
comfy and cosy environment 
for guests.  

Outside, the main garden 
area has been reconfigured 
to add additional covers, 
including a new pergola and 
feature fireplace.

Furthermore, a new 
outdoor kitchen and bar in 
the garden area will open in 
spring. 

Finish your walk here, or 
return the way you came if 
you parked up by the church.

The views of the harbour 
along the walk are beautiful, 
especially at this time of year 
when the trees have lost their 
leaves.

Wear appropriate footwear 
as it can get boggy.

The path will join Folly 
Lane, and will lead you down 
to the Folly Inn — an open 
plan, rustic pub perched 
on the banks of the River 
Medina. The Folly attracts 
a large number of both 
yachtsman and motor-boat 
people, and is popular among 
Islanders all year round.

The Folly Inn reopened 
last month following a 'six 
figure' refurbishment. The 
pub's interior has been 
transformed with new fixtures 

We have now reopened AS A PUB & GRILL!
we look forward to seeing you...

Folly Inn - Folly Lane - Whippingham - Isle of wight  - Po32 6nb - tel: 01983 297171

The Folly Inn



Pumpkin Patch is a 
chargeable event, in 
addition to the Farm 
Park admission.

Cinderella, the most charming 
of rags to riches tales is back at 
Shanklin Theatre. 
Brought to you by Spotlight IOW, 
the same company that produced 
last year’s Beauty and the Beast. 
Spotlight creates professional 
pantomimes to entertain the 
whole family and prides itself on 
producing fast paced, hilarious 

shows full of current songs, 
audience participation, special 
effects, and surprises. With a 
brand-new script every year, their 
traditional pantomimes are always 
fresh and bang up to date.
So, book now for the most magical 
of all the pantomimes and ensure 
that your holiday spirit lasts a little 
bit longer.

BOX OFFICE 01983 868000 / shanklintheatre.com

Tickets available from 3rd January at www.medinatheatre.co.uk

Aladdin
Sat 11th, Sun 12th and Sat 18th

February Half Term 2023

Tickets on sale 3rd January 2023

BEACON MAGAZINE  |  December 20228

Join The Wight Strollers on the most magical carpet ride of all as they head 
back to Pantoland for Aladdin at Medina Theatre. All proceeds go to Island 
charities, and The Wight Strollers have frozen their ticket prices at £14 for 
adults and £10 for under-14s (price includes booking fee) so everyone can 
enjoy some panto magic!

17TH DECEMBER 
TO 1ST JANUARY

CHRISTMAS 
CHEER AT 
APOLLO 
THEATRE

One-act comedies by David 
Tristram: Brenton vs Brenton 
& Last Panto in Little Grimley. 
2nd-10th December,  Tickets 
£10, Students/unemployed £5

Rudy's Christmas Cracker  
Festive fun for all the family 
22nd-24th December Tickets 
£5. Find us @apollotheatreiw 
- Facebook, Instagram & Twitter 
To book: www.apollo-
theatre.org.uk or call 01983 
210010 and leave a message.

The Isle of Wight Donkey Sanctuary will hold its annual Nativity Play/Carol 
Concert on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th December.
Come and join in singing with the donkeys and attending a nativity play with a 
difference. Carols with the choir will begin at 1.45pm with the play commencing 
at 2.30pm. 
Booking required, see www.iowdonkeysanctuary.org for further details. 
All money raised will go towards the new Equine Clinic appeal.

BOX OFFICE 01983 823884 / medinatheatre.co.uk 

Made to Measure Productions are delighted to be returning to the Medina 
Theatre this Christmas with a hilarious, brand-new production of JACK AND 
THE BEANSTALK!  The show will boast stunning scenery, colourful costumes, 
toe-tapping tunes, INCREDIBLE illusions and laughter by the bucketful – 
you really won’t want to miss this traditional, yet innovative, HILARIOUS 
family pantomime! 

Join Jingle all the Way for an uplifting and entertaining evening for the 
whole family, featuring two different festive trails. 
Mountbatten's Jingle Jog offers an entertaining festive 1K circular 
route for runners, while the Sleighbell Stroll provides an accessible live 
entertainment walk on an alternative route. Both take place at Ventnor 
Botanic Garden.

www.mountbatten.org.uk/jingle

SUNDAY 
18TH DECEMBER 

FROM 3PM



GUIDE
Visit iwbeacon.com to see our full events guide

The
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ITALIAN 
CHRISTMAS 
MARKET
ITALIAN TASTE IN FOOD:
A variety of quality products directly from 
Italy to celebrate Christmas according to 
the Italian tradition.
ITALIAN TASTE IN FASHION:
A breath of fresh and vibrant ideas 
brought by “ADAUGUSTA” FASHIONSHOP 
straight to Michelangelo Restaurant.
30 St Thomas’ St / 81 Union St, Ryde  
Tel: 01983 811966
www.ristorantemichelangelo.co.uk

DELUX DISCO CHRISTMAS 
PARTY NIGHTS

NORTHWOOD HOUSE 
WEDDING FAIR WEEKEND

The House Lounge, the Island’s coolest Christmas party venue, is back at 
Northwood House (Cowes) on various dates this December. The House Lounge 
is a pop-up cocktail, gin & wine bar with legendary resident DJ Omar in 
charge of spinning the Delux Disco tunes. It’s the perfect place for a Christmas 
celebration for groups of friends and work mates. Tickets are selling fast, so 
don’t miss out! Go to northwoodhouse.org/events.

Northwood House in Cowes is an incredible place to get married. On Saturday 
14th and Sunday 15th January the House is hosting its annual wedding fair 
where couples can see the venue, chat with a member of the wedding team, 
find out costs and get some inspiration! There will be displays from a range of 
top local wedding suppliers to see too.  Book free tickets and a time slot online 
at www.northwoodhouse.org/events

Pumpkin Patch is a 
chargeable event, in 
addition to the Farm 
Park admission.

On Tuesday the 6th of December between 4pm & 6.30pm, the Isle of 
Wight College and CECAMM will be holding their last open event for 2022. 
This open evening will have a focus on adult training, education and up-
skilling. For school leavers, the college would recommend coming to the 
next big open day on Saturday 28th January between 10am and 2pm. 

ADULT LEARNING WITH
ISLE OF WIGHT COLLEGE

Visit iwcollege.ac.uk for more event information

3RD-4TH DECEMBER 
10AM-4PM

6TH DECEMBER 
4PM - 6.30PM

A seasonal celebration bringing people together. New Carnival and Ryde Town 
Council work in collaboration to put on this popular event in its third year. Come 
along and enjoy fun and festivities, everyone welcome, A FREE EVENT!

16TH DECEMBER 
5PM - 8PM
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Victoria AntiquesVictoria Antiques

Find us at 50A Regent St, Shanklin 
PO37 7AE. Tel: 01983863632

www.victoriaantiquesiow.co.uk 
Open Monday to Friday 10am - 4pm (no weekends)

We can pay you by cash, BACS, Paypal or cheque.We can pay you by cash, BACS, Paypal or cheque.

Seasons Greetings to 
all our customers...

With Christmas looming 
how about checking at 
home if you have any 

unwanted gold & silver?
We pride ourselves on 

giving you a good price.

(01983) 566868 www.gracesbakery.uk

NO DEPOSIT
INTEREST FREEINTEREST FREE

CREDITCREDIT

The Island’s
CARPET & FLOORING

SUPERSTORE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MON - FRI 9AM - 6PM

SAT 9AM - 5PM
SUN 10AM - 4PM

01983 533150

www.dscarpets.co.uk

12 Hurstake Rd, Riverway Industrial Estate,
Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 5UU

Subject to status on orders over £495
Excludes fitting charges

Rugs Luxury
Vinyl Tiles

Wood & Natural 
Flooring Vinyls Carpets

Credit subject to status and affordability. Terms & Conditions Apply. D&S Carpets is a credit 
broker and is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
Credit is provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading style of Mitsubishi HC Capital 
UK PLC,  authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Financial Services 
Register no. 704348. The register can be accessed through http://www.fca.org.uk
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There are few amateur dramatic societies in the country which can boast such a long history of local activity but, just
over 125 years ago, CAODS was founded in 1897, the year of the Diamond Jubilee of the reign of Queen Victoria.

name from CAOS to CAODS 
to reflect the more dramatic 
nature of the plays the society 
was now producing. The 
Geisha opened the decade 
followed by When Nights 
Were Bold, Patience and The 
Quaker Girl and venues were 
extended to include Osborne 
House.

1930 saw the introduction 
of farces to the society’s 
repertoire with shows such as 
Lord Richard in the Pantry, 
The Rebel Maid Third Time 
Lucky, written by Arnold 
Ridley [later to become better 
known as Private Godfrey in 
the TV hit Dad’s Army] and 
Marry the Girl.

The outbreak of the WW2 
brought an end to the activities 
of CAODS as minds were 

125 YEARS OF ENTERTAINMENT
COWES AMATEUR OPERATIC AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY COWES AMATEUR OPERATIC AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY 

CAODS was set up 
as “a society born of 
the desire to bring 
people together to 

a common good. To promote 
fellowship, to encourage 
talents in young and old, and 
to raise money for worthy 
causes.” The society today 
retains the spirit kindled 
in the Victorian era and 
retains its place in the Cowes 
community.

Victoria’s love of Osborne 
House and of the Isle of 
Wight, is well documented and 
CAODS benefitted from the 
patronage of the Royal Family 
– largely through Victoria’s 
daughter Princess Beatrice, 
who visited CAODS many 
times and was a key influencer 
of the success in its early years.

The first performance 
of CAODS was THE 
MANDARIN on April 27th, 
1898. Described as a one act 
Chinese Comic Opera, the 
show was produced in aid of 
St. Mary’s Church Restoration 
fund and staged at the 
Victoria Hall Cowes.

Gilbert and Sullivan 
operettas were the main 
repertoire in its early years 
as CAODS presented annual 
shows such as the Gondoliers, 
The Pirates of Penzance, and 
the Mikado.

The 1920s saw a change of 

focused on other things.
Cowes’ seafront was 

commandeered by the Navy 
and Trinity Hall was used for 
a variety of military purposes. 
An anti-aircraft gun was sited 
on top of Osborne Court, 
the flats next door to Trinity 
Hall, and the town housed the 
HQ of that arm of the Free 
French army that undertook 
SAS-type missions. In 1942 
there was a particularly heavy 
bomb attack on the town with 
the aim of destroying the 
Saunders Roe engineering 
works and the High Street of 
Cowes was littered with 42 
unexploded bombs. Victoria 
Hall, a long time venue for 
CAODS performances was 
destroyed.

In this context the story of 

the Trinity Ghost took root. 
Many in the society tell of 
noises heard in the auditorium 
when in fact it is unoccupied. 
Trinity Hall was used for 
troop concerts during the war, 
many of them given by Vectis 
Wrens. These concerts would 
take the form of piano solos, 
recitations, soprano solos, 
comedy sketches and company 
choruses. One Wren had a 
beautiful soprano voice, and it 
was during one of her numbers 
that the siren went to warn of 
an impending air-raid on the 
town. The Wren stopped mid-
way through her number and 
left down the fire escape to 
head for the shelters. She never 
made it to safety and was a 
victim of the air attack. Her 
song remained unfinished, and 
it is said that it is she whose 
spirit walks the auditorium – 
waiting to finish her number.

The 1950s opened with 
The Quaker Girl, The Street 
Singer and Fools Rush In – 
the later a play written by 
Kenneth Horne who would 
go on to gain fame in the 50s 
and 60s on BBC radio with 
his series Round the Horne. 
Trial by Jury and HMS 
Pinafore, Agatha Christie’s 
Murder at the Vicarage and 
Witness for the Prosecution 
were performed at a variety of 
venues around Cowes as was 

HISTORY
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Me and My Girl 
performed in East Cowes 
Town Hall for the society’s 
Diamond Jubilee in 1957.
The 60s saw CAODS perform 
Richard Gordon’s Doctor 
in the House and Doctor at 
Sea along with The Gypsy 
Baron operetta and the more 
challenging and controversial 
piece The Long, The Short 
and The Tall – play set in 
Singapore in 1942 and the 
moral dilemma about what to 
do with a captured Japanese 
soldier.

Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion 
was successfully performed 
at Trinity Hall in 1968 
and then again in spring of 
the following year at Caen 
University in France.

In the 70s the non-
availability of a venue caused 
the autumn play to be 
cancelled twice and so when 

HISTORY

the opportunity to secure 
a lease on Trinity Hall 
arose in August 1978 the 
Society swung into action 
and a lease was signed in 
February 1979.

CAODS members set 
to work converting the 
shell of Trinity Hall into 
a theatre. At the same 
time 250 tip-up seats 
from Shanklin Theatre 
were purchased for £1 

each and these were quickly 
cleaned, arms patched, and 
backs varnished and are still 
in use today. The original gold 
curtains were purchased from 
a cinema in London that was 
closing. The magnificent red 
curtains now present at the 
theatre were a gift from Louis 
Vuitton when the firm hired 
the theatre to host a disco 
one Cowes week in 2000s 
Trinity Hall was purchased by 
CAODS in 1983 for £27,500 
with the help of a mortgage 
from National Westminster 
Bank.

With a secure and 
permanent home in Trinity 
Theatre, CAODS has gone 
from strength to strength.

In 1989 the first 
performing rights for the 
smash hit TV show ‘ALLO‘ 
ALLO by an amateur theatre 

was secured. The society 
had full houses for every 
performance.

During the 90s Finnian’s 
Rainbow and Beyond 
Reasonable Doubt were 
stand out shows and the 
Pantomimes became larger 
and more complex as 
CAODS Youth Theatre 
grew and flourished.

The Noughties brought 
wider and more difficult 
shows and success has been 
achieved up to the present 
post-Covid days where a 
string of awards winning 
shows have recently been 
produced.

CAODS uses Trinity 
Theatre 
for many 
community-
based events 
including regular 
coffee mornings, 
quiz nights, 
skittle evenings 
and of course 
plays, musicals 
and pantos.

Trinity 
Theatre, 
The Grove, 
Cowes. 
PO31 7QR 
www.caods.org.uk 
Tel: 01983 295229
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01983 523552
CALL TODAY

whitewindows.co.uk   info@whitewindows.co.uk

act now and help keep the warmth in

taking advantage of newer technology can transform your home

along with your roof and walls, old doors and windows can
allow heat to escape

replacing old windows, doors or even a conservatory roof can
reduce heat loss

With an A+ rating for material
type from the Building
Research Establishment in
its Green Guide, it makes the
eco-tech systems among the
UK’s most sustainable window
and door system options.and door system options.

Our double and triple glazed
eco-tech systems delivers a
step-change in the use of
recycled material and
content in a new generation
of sustainable and energy
efficientefficient PVC-U windows
and doors.

HELPCANWE

INCREASING?BILLSENERGY
THE ISLAND’S PREMIER DOUBLE GLAZING COMPANY
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T he Isle of Wight is blessed with lots of local businesses 
selling seasonal items and produce — so rather than 
doing the big Christmas shop at a supermarket, try 
the local farm shops, butchers, fishmongers and 

greengrocers scattered throughout the Island. You’ll almost 
certainly be purchasing food produced in fields nearby.

If a traditional turkey dinner doesn’t tickle your fancy, we are 
lucky to have an abundant food culture, with many alternatives to 
a roast available.

At It’s About Thyme in Regent Street, Shanklin, you’ll find a 
great selection of meats, fish and deli produce, fruit, vegetables, 
fish, as well as a coffee shop to rest after a day of shopping.

Try shopping for gifts at an independent retailer; Cowes Town 
Central Shopping Arcade brings a fantastic mix of eclectic gift, 
collectable and everyday items in their 14 themed shops. Whether 
seeking gin or rum from The Gin Joint, shopping for a Star Wars or 
Harry Potter fan, maybe a Warhammer gamer or simply looking 
for basics such as socks or home pampering from AquaZen, there 
is something for everyone.

An exclusive ‘I’m a local IOW VIP card’ is available to Island 
Residents with special offers, discounts and loyalty points. The 
membership card cost £5 with a £10 shopping voucher.

Perhaps the person you’re shopping for loves the latest trends 
and branded gear. Instep Shoes, in Ryde High Street, has an 
extensive collection of quality shoes — including many well-
known brands such as DB Shoes, Hotter, Rieker and many more.

Visit The Kandy Box in Cross Street, Ryde, to browse their 
impressive selection of more than 300 sweets, including nostalgic 
old-fashioned favourites and milkshakes in 150 flavours. You can 
even build a sweetie Christmas box — perfect for those with a 
sweet tooth.

Don’t forget the furry members of your family this Christmas. 
Pet food and accessories from Diamond Pet Supplies are now 
available in their Ryde store, as well as online! With strong dog 
toys from top brands including Tonka and KONG. Ball launchers 
and throwers from Chuckit! and Nerf Dog. You can also purchase 
warm, cosy beds from Ancol for those cold winter nights.

For all your Christmas craft needs and New Year’s fancy 
dress, head to The Mad Haberdasher in Union Street, 
Ryde. They sell everything from fabrics and craft 
accessories to collectables.

Of course, there’s still the run-up to the 
big day itself, so many eateries will be 
offering deals for festive meals and parties 
beforehand.

From 1st December until Christmas Eve, 
Michelangelo's Italian Restaurant in Ryde 
will be offering a delicious pre-Christmas 
party menu, or on Christmas Day, diners 
can enjoy a four-course menu and 
musical entertainment.

Head to Heron in Castle Street, 
Ryde, for a fine dining experience 
this Christmas, cooked using 
locally-sourced ingredients.

Christmas at Heron costs £75 
per person, or with wine pairing, 
it’s £95 each.

Why not give the gift of 

LET’S BUY  
LOCAL THIS

SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER
ITALIAN CHRISTMAS MARKET

from 10am until 4pm

ITALIAN TASTE IN FOOD:
A variety of quality products directly from  

Italy to celebrate Christmas according  
to the Italian tradition

ITALIAN TASTE IN FASHION:
A breath of fresh and vibrant ideas brought  
by “ADAUGUSTA” FASHIONSHOP straight  

to Michelangelo Restaurant

1ST - 24TH DECEMBER
PRE-CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU

Three course set menu £ 32.50
Two course set menu £ 27.50

25TH DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Four Course set menu £75
Music Entertainment

31ST DECEMBER
NEW YEAR’S EVE

Special Menu to welcome the New Year
A la carte menu also available

A glass of Prosecco is offered at Midnight  
to celebrate the New Year

 Italian Restaurant

MICHELANGELO

30 St Thomas’ St / 81 Union St, Ryde
Tel: 01983 811966

www.ristorantemichelangelo.co.uk



Island Residents           Card

C O W E S  TO W N  C E N T R A L  
S H O P P I N G  A R C A D E

104 HIGH STREET, COWES PO31 7AT
TEL: 01983 200932 www.cowestowncental.co.uk 

OPENING 
TIMES 

Tuesday - 
Saturday  

10am-5pm 

Sunday 
10am-4pm 

Closed Monday

Cowes Town Central

I oW  VI P

I’M
 A LOCAL

Member No: 0001

Cowes Town Central 
104 High St, Cowes, PO31 7AT

Telephone: 01983 200 932
www.cowestowncentral.co.uk

VIP Member Events
Exclusive Shopping Events
The Gin Joint Advantage

Coffee Club Value Everyday
Warhammer Gamer Deals

Collect Loyalty Points

CTC VIP
BENEFITS

See instore for VIP Member

APPLY

INSTORE

NOW 

Hi Kim,

Thanks for getting ahead with it. Could you change it to 3 
photos under the wording. Take out the butcher’s counter 
and baklava and add the meat photo attached and replace the 
bottom right corner photo with the salad photo attached. 

Could you take out ‘cafe’ in the wording.

Thanks again.

Sarah

I T ’ S  A B O U T  T H Y M E
Butchers, Deli,  Fruit,  Veg, Fish & Coffee Shop

22 Regent Street, Shanklin, IOW PO37 7AA
Tel: 01983 864245 www.itsaboutthyme.co.uk
Email: itsaboutthymeshanklin@gmail.com

Tues - Sat  
7.30am - 4pm 

Sun & Mon  
- Closed

The Islands longest standing sweet shop 
with over 20 years of trading.

Do you have a sweet tooth?  
Visit us instore or order online.

• A choice of over 300 sweets
• Nostalgic old-fashioned favourites 

• Milkshakes in 150 flavours 
• Many traditional British sweets 

• Build a sweetie Christmas/birthday box

Tel: 01983 566123  
E-mail: tracydutch@rocketmail.com

23 Cross Street, Ryde PO33 2AA

Instep Shoes, a quality shoe shop 
situated in Ryde.  Many well known 
brands in stock including DB Shoes, 

Hotter, Rieker and many more.
Visit us to browse our extensive wares. 

INSTEP
SHOES

3 High Street, Ryde . Tel: 01983 810500

• Fabric • Craft • Accessories  
• Sewing • Collectables

The Mad  
Haberdasher

Choose from 100s of lines of 
pre cut or off the roll fabrics. 
Also all your haberdashery 
essentials, fashion and fancy 
dress accessories.

14 Union St, Ryde, IOW PO33 2DU

168 High Street, Ryde, United Kingdom, PO33 2HW

T: 01983 617087  www.diamondpetsupplies.com

Subscribe & 
Save Today!
See website for details

SHOP INSTORE & ONLINE
The place for pet lovers!

£5 OFF 
C O D E :  

BEA1112

Valid until the end  
of 2022 for online 
purchases over £17
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fine dining to treat someone with great food, great wine and a 
great experience. Heron gifts cards make the perfect present this 
Christmas.

Once Christmas is all wrapped up, you could head to a local 
panto to enjoy some family fun. Flick over to our Entertainment 
Guide on page 8 to find out what’s going on in your area.  

25-27 Hope Road, Shanklin, Isle of Wight, PO37 6ED Tel: 01983 863 243
www.gracellie.com
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12 Days of  Christmas

1

9

8

2 3
VINTAGE GRAMOPHONE
CHRISTMAS ADVENT CALENDAR
As some of you may be aware, 2022 has already been a 
massive year for The Christmas Imaginarium as in July, 
they opened their brand new shop. 
They had simply outgrown the original one, and when 
the opportunity arose with the perfect premises, just 
two doors along the same road, they knew it was time 
to move and start a new chapter in their story.
It was important for to replicate the magical, cosy 
feeling of the original Imaginarium, and the team 
designed and hand-built everything in the new shop 
themselves. They really want to enable their customers 
to leave the world outside behind and be transported 
into a magical Christmas wonderland the moment they 
step through the door.
Prize: Vintage Gramophone Christmas Advent Calendar 
4 Cross Street, Ryde, PO33 2AA  
Tel: 01983 651069
www.christmasimaginarium.com

ZERO WASTE
STARTER KIT
As part of the quiet refill revolution across the 
country, Her Whey brings you guilt-free shopping with 
some local products and most importantly, no waste! 
They offer sustainable, affordable products that don’t 
‘cost the earth’. From pantry staples to your bathroom 
bits and household cleaning products. Shop vegan, 
organic and gluten free options. Reducing your single 
use plastic is easy in store. Bring your container and 
let Her Whey do the rest.
Prize: Zero Waste Starter Kit
15 Cross Street, Ryde, PO33 2AD 
Tel: 01983 896867
www.herwhey.co.uk   

CHRISTMAS HAMPER
FOR 2-3 PEOPLE

£25 SIMEON ARMS
VOUCHER & GODDARDS BEERS

STEIFF COSY YEAR BEAR

This year DW Jarvis is offering a range of luxury 
produce Christmas hampers, from family favourite 
treats, to the whopping 3-6 people turkey hamper – 
and as always… completely gluten free! 
Visit the online shop to order: dwjarvis.co.uk/shop
Prize: Christmas Hamper for 2-3 people (Chicken or 
Turkey) (see website for details) worth £49.99
108 High St, Ryde PO33 2SZ
Tel: 01983 562382 
www.dwjarvis.co.uk 

The Simeon Arms is a traditional local pub in Ryde, 
with a large beer garden and live music every 
weekend.
Guests can enjoy BT Sport, darts, pool, Petanque and 
other bar games, as well as monthly quizzes with 
prizes to be won. This great prize includes a voucher to 
spend at The Simeon Arms, plus local beers to enjoy at 
home, courtesy of Goddards Brewery.
Prize: A £25 voucher for The Simeon Arms & 8 bottles 
of beers from Goddards Brewery.
21 Simeon Street, Ryde, PO33 1JG
Tel: 01983 614954 
Find The Simeon Arms on Facebook 

Koko's Bear Shop is a small shop stuffed to the seams 
with hundreds of grizzly huggable bears!  Proving 
popular at the moment is the great selection of 
Paddingtons and the lovely Steiff Limited edition 
bears. Following on from Elton John and Queen,  
The Steiff Rocks series is soon to feature The Rolling 
Stones. With next year the 100th anniversary of 
Disney, the series of classic Winne the Pooh friends 
has proven very popular, with Piglet now in store to 
complete the set.
Prize: Steiff Cosy Year Bear
16 Union Street, Ryde, PO33 2DU
Tel: 01983 616815  
www.kokosbearshop.com 

7

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP TO 
VENTNOR BOTANIC GARDEN
Ventnor Botanic Garden lies in the remarkable 
microclimate at the heart of the famous ‘Undercliff.’ 
This unique garden is protected from the cold 
northerly winds by chalk downs. The Garden is 
unrivalled for its collections of subtropical plants 
grown unprotected out of doors.
While you're there, visit the Puya Boutique Shop for 
Christmas gift purchases. 
The Plantation Room Café is a great place to meet 
with friends and to eat, drink and relax and is open 
daily from 10am until 4 pm during the autumn/winter
Prize: Family Annual Membership for 
Ventnor Botanic Garden
Undercliff Drive, Ventnor, PO38 1U
Tel: 01983 855397  
www.botanic.co.uk 
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12 Days of  Christmas

5 6
MEAL FOR 4 WITH
PROSECCO AT THE FOLLY INN £45 HAYES AESTHETICS VOUCHER

CRAFT WORKSHOP
VOUCHER

AFTERNOON TEA & COCKTAILS
AT WYLD BAR

HEYLAND & WHITTLE CANDLE SET

MERMAID GIN GIFT SET

Make your own Christmas Wreath with Craft 
Workshops on the Isle of Wight at The Simeon Arms, 
Ryde, £25
Sunday, 4th December: 
 12pm-2.30pm 
 Wednesday, 7th December: 
  11am-1.30pm and 6.30pm-9pm
Wednesday, 14th December: 
11am-1.30pm
Prize: Voucher for two to redeem at any craft 
workshop in 2023
Facebook: Gabby Ryde 
To book go to www.iowcraftworkshops.com or 
email: hello@iowcraftworkshops.com 
21 Simeon St, Ryde PO33 1JG
Tel: 01983 614954 

Wyld Bar’s Afternoon Tea is no traditional Afternoon 
Tea. Set at their sparkling new venue in the heart of 
Newport with a cheeky playful edge including their 
signature selfie ball pit, flower wall and sassy neon 
quotes, you will enjoy a range of finger sandwiches, 
fresh fruit and plan scones from Richmonds Bakery 
served with freshly whipped clotted cream and 
strawberry preserve, alongside a selection of delicate 
cupcakes topped with delicious treats.
If that’s not enough you’ll be able to choose from the 
huge range of mouth-watering cocktails, enjoying one 
per person.
Prize: Afternoon Tea for Two including a Cocktail each
Wyld, 37 Pyle Street, Newport,
PO30 1XB 
Tel: 01983 241232 
www.wyldbars.co.uk 

The team at This and That want you to find the pieces 
that make a house a home. Not just the right colour or 
style but real things that give you that happy feeling. 
Whether your house is big or small, old or new, white 
or blue. Fill it with love and things that make you 
smile, because This and That believes a happy home is 
a beautiful home.
Prize: Heyland & Whittle Candle Set 
1 Pier Road, Seaview, Isle of Wight, 
PO34 5BL  Tel: 01983 612152 
www.thisandthatseaview.co.uk

Hand-crafted on the Isle of Wight since 2014 using 
ten ethically sourced botanicals, Mermaid Gin delivers 
a smooth yet complex blend of fresh organic lemon 
zest and peppery grains of paradise, with a hint of 
sea air from wild-foraged, fragrant rock samphire. 
A refreshing and invigorating serve, for the free-
spirited. 
Prize: Mermaid Pink Gin Gift Set & 
Mermaid Gin Miniature Gift Set 
Pondwell Hill, Ryde, PO33 1PX 
Tel: 01983 613653 
www.isleofwightdistillery.com

4

10

11

12

The Folly Inn reopened last month following a 'six 
figure' refurbishment. The pub's interior has been 
transformed with new fixtures and fittings, such as 
an indoor/outdoor fireplace, as well as bi-fold doors 
along two elevations, offering diners picturesque 
views over the water.
Outside, the main garden area has been reconfigured 
to add additional covers, including a new pergola and 
feature fireplace. Furthermore, a new outdoor kitchen 
and bar in the garden area will open in spring.
Prize: Meal for four with Prosecco at The Folly Inn 
To be redeemed by 31st January 2023
Folly Lane, East Cowes, PO32 6NB 
Tel: 01983 297171
www.greeneking-pubs.co.uk/pubs/
isle-of-wight/folly

Hayes Aesthetics on Brading High Street provides 
chemical peels and microneedling, to help with a 
range of concerns from acne, scaring, sunspots, fine 
lines and wrinkles and much more!
Anti-ageing and Dermal Fillers are also available with 
a Registered Nurse — NMC and ACE registered.
Give yourself some of that self-love this new year.
Prize: £45 gift voucher
46-48 Brading High Street, Brading,
PO36 0DQ   Tel: 07943 872007
Find Hayes Aesthetics on Facebook

All you have to do is answer this question…In December 1840, Prince Albert imported a 
__________________ from his native Coburg, in Germany, sparking a tradition which now runs in 
households up and down the country.  Need a clue? From 1st-12th December, we’re going to be unveiling one 
letter from the answer each day online and on our social media channels. Head to iwbeacon.com or Facebook 
@BeaconMagazine. You can answer by emailing win@iwbeacon.com, or sending your answer to:
Beacon Magazine, 8-10 Dodnor Park, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 5XE by 16th December.

Fancy the chance to win all of these fantastic prizes in time for Christmas?
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The all-new Niro
Available in three powertrains
Hybrid, Plug-In Hybrid & EV

Contact Leslies Kia today 
to book a test drive

(01983) 293333
lesliesmotors.co.uk/kia

NAME CHANGE MARKS NEW ERA 
FOR CONSTABULARY
BY JAMIE WHITE

Hampshire Constabulary will now be 
called Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Constabulary to reflect the Isle of 
Wight as a county area.

Police and Crime Commissioner, 
Donna Jones, has announced that her 
request to legally change the name of 
the Constabulary to include the Isle of 
Wight has been successful.

The official name change was 
marked last month at an unveiling 
event at Newport Police Station, 
where the new logo, including 
with the new King’s cypher, was 
revealed.

Police and Crime 
Commissioner, Donna Jones, said: 
“The Isle of Wight is England’s 
largest island and sits in one of the 
busiest shipping lanes in the world. 
It has its own history; its own 
identity; it is unique.

“There is so much about the 
IOW which makes it one of a kind: 
its coastline; its countryside; its 
English villages; its communities.

“When I ran for election as your 
Police and Crime Commissioner I 
promised to do all I could to ensure 
the police force included your 
county in its name, and I’m pleased 
to have been able to deliver on that 
promise.

“This is the most significant 
change to your constabulary since 
1947.

“Back in 1839, the IOW was 
policed by Hampshire County 
Constabulary, which also included 
Bournemouth, and comprised of 
just 106 police officers.

“Thirty years later, in 1869, 
Newport Borough Police Service 
was formed and in 1889, Newport 
Borough Police became part of the 
Isle of Wight County Police Force.

“In 1943, the Isle of Wight 
County Police Force merged with 

the Hampshire and Winchester forces 
as part of the war effort.

“The merger was made permanent 
in 1947 following ‘The Police Act of 
1946’ and so the force was renamed: 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Constabulary.

“However, in 1967, Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight Constabulary 
merged with the police forces in 
Portsmouth and Southampton and the 
constabulary started a new chapter, 
becoming ‘Hampshire Constabulary.’

“Today is a moment in history, 
55 years later, in 2022, I’m delighted 
to have delivered on my promise to 
the people of the Isle of Wight and to 
announce that once again the Isle of 
Wight is included in the force’s legal 
name following an amendment to the 
legislation.

“I pledged to make this happen for 
the people of the Isle of Wight and for 
our police service to reflect the county 
it serves and protects.

“From this day forward, Hampshire 
Constabulary will be known as 
‘Hampshire and the Isle of Wight 
Constabulary’ and so a new chapter 
begins.”

Acting Chief Constable, Ben 
Snuggs, said:

“Our force name change to 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight 
Constabulary is both symbolically 
and practically important for our 
communities and for us as a force.

“Neighbourhood or community 
policing is right at the heart of our 
policing model and this name change 
serves to emphasise the role that your 
local force has in policing all of our 
communities across our force area.

“Through the direct and proactive 
work of our PCC, it is a real privilege 
for us and our workforce to return 
our force name to include the Isle of 
Wight.”

Note: The views expressed in councillor columns are personal and do not necessarily represent those of the corresponding town and parish councils or Beacon Magazine.18

It really is a great pleasure to convey 
good news that happens in Ryde and 
none more so than the recent grant 
funding awards for both Appley Tower 
and St Thomas’s Church.

The acquisition of St Thomas’s 
Church a couple of years ago was 
made to accommodate the award-
winning Ryde youth services which 
were becoming constrained by their 
high street rented premise space but 
also realising the lease rent was simply 
lost money to the Council, the youth 
service, and the community.  From 
the outset, a business case to buy the 
church demonstrated that even with 
the upgrade costs and conversion 
requirements, the plan to relocate the 
youth service was cost neutral to the 
Council. Leap forward two years and the 
project is underway with a finish date 
planned for 2023 but through great 
work from the youth team the Town 
Council have been awarded £600,000 
of grant funding to assist the building 
scheme and to invest in developing and 
improving the youth service itself. With 
Appley Tower grant funding, Ryde is 
seeing over £1m of funding coming into 
the town on these two schemes alone.

This is great news for the 
community and for the youth 
service and demonstrates that with 
determination and aspirations to 
intervene in community buildings, 

a clear corporate plan and long-term 
vision that these buildings can be 
saved, improved and brought back into 
beneficial community use. A fantastic 
achievement and confirmation that the 
Town Council must continue leading in 
the Ryde community and investing in 
people and places as a core principle.

In the same vein, work to restore 
Vectis Hall is slowly gathering pace. A 
working group has been set up to take 
the 3-5-year project forward, drawing 
up design plans for potential council 
offices and a community hall space as 
well as public access toilets. A grant 
application is being made which has a 
closing date in the first week of January 
2023 and a grant award decision date 
in March. If successful, this would 
allow full plans and detailed designs 
to be completed which would need 
to be used for a larger project grant 
funding application in due course.  In 
the meantime, a plan to erect some 
informative hoarding to improve 
the vista of the site and building is 
underway which, we hope, will add 
a better street view to the site whilst 
the important preparatory work is 
being carried out.   After 25 years 
of dereliction, it’s time to make the 
change.

With best wishes for the seasons and 
a positive new year.

 phil.jordan@iow.gov.uk

NEWS FROM 

RYDE NORTH WEST
by Cllr Phil Jordan
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D.E.S.D.E.S.D.E.S.
DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL SERVICESDOMESTIC ELECTRICAL SERVICES

The Islands White Goods 
Repair Specialists

Is Your Oven or Dishwasher 
Ready For Christmas?

SAVE TIME, MONEY  
AND A FAMILY MELTDOWN 

THIS CHRISTMAS!  
CALL D.E.S TODAY ON 01983 282939

DON’T 
REPLACE, 
REPAIR!

DON’T 
REPLACE, 
REPAIR!
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CHANGES AFOOT AT ST MARY'S HOSPITAL
BY OLIVER DYER 

'Once in a generation' works at 
St Mary's Hospital began last month, 
meaning a number of changes at the 
site.

As part of a multi-million pound 
investment programme, the hospital 
will see improvements to the emergency 
care floor. This includes a new waiting 
area, a resuscitation (resus) area and 
treatment rooms for children and young 
people.

As works got underway on 21st November, 
the main entrance saw hoarding put in 
place. Although patients, visitors, and staff 
will continue to be able to access the main 
entrance, footpaths have been redirected, and 
the zebra crossing moved to accommodate the 
changes.

The drop off point, currently located 
outside the main entrance, has also moved to 
the front of the main hospital car park.

The designated taxi spaces and a number 
of disabled car parking spaces will also be 
relocated here as well.

The motorcycle parking space will move to 
an area opposite the podiatry department, a 
short distance from the main entrance.

Samara Lamb, Head of Nursing for 
Unplanned Care said: “The changes will mean 
we have one front door for all urgent and 
emergency services, ensuring we can provide 
the right care, in the right place, at the right 
time.”

Changes will also see a separate entrance 
for ambulances carrying children and young 
people to improve patient experience and 
ensure privacy.

On the improved ICU, Vicky Crickmore, 
Consultant Nurse for Critical Care said: “For 

patients these changes will mean being able 
to provide quieter, more private spaces with 
natural light which will help their recovery and 
rehabilitation and provide a welcoming space 
for family members supporting them.”

Other changes across the site include a 
two-way traffic system along the road leading 
up to the Education Centre. The road will be 
narrowed to accommodate the new Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) extension.

As a result, it may take longer to drive 
to and park near services at the back of the 
hospital including audiology, stoma, renal, 
patient transport and collection from the 
discharge lounge, mortuary services and for 
Preoperative Assessment Unit (PAAU) checks.

The Isle of Wight NHS Trust is urging 
people to allow extra time 
for their journey.

Other works, set for 
a later date, will see a 
new mental health and 
community hub located in 
Newport High Street.

All of the projects are 
set to be completed by 
Spring 2024.

Note: The views expressed in councillor columns are personal and do not necessarily represent those of the corresponding town and parish councils or Beacon Magazine.

Hello! Thanks for reading 
my column. Regardless of 
happenings in Westminster, 
I will always focus on 
delivering for constituents. 
That is why I am using my first 
Beacon article to write about 
two new projects, both of 
which are part of my pledge 
to get a better deal for the 
Island. 
The first is investment in 
St Mary’s hospital and the 
second is the repair of Ryde 
railway pier. 
St Mary’s £23m facility 
upgrade – and the new £10m 
community diagnostic centre 
– will help improve public 
healthcare on the Island. I’d 
like to thank everyone who 
worked on the bid and the 
NHS staff who will work there 
in future. 
Turning to Ryde railway pier, 
our first step was to save 
Island Line. Working with the 
Council, we secured a £26m 
commitment to upgrade the 
track, stations and buy new 
rolling stock. After that, I 
persuaded  Network Rail  to 
repair the railway pier. Work 
starts in the next few weeks 

and should be completed by 
spring. Apologies for minor 
disruptions in the meantime. 
The council have also 
successfully bid for millions 
more to improve Ryde 
Esplanade interchange 
and Ryde Pier. Thank you 
to council officers and 
councillors – from all parties – 
for making that happen. 
These are a few examples of 
the £120m of extra funding 
for projects that will give 
Islanders better opportunities 
and better public services. 
My role is to make sure 
ministers understand how 
important these multi-
million-pound projects are 
to Islanders. I am delighted 
they have listened and will 
continue to push for more 
investment. 
This is all part of getting the 
better deal I promised. We 
are getting this deal because 
I continue to work with the 
council and others – as team 
Isle of Wight – for the common 
good. 

 bob.seely.mp@
parliament.uk

NEWS FROM 
THE ISLAND'S MP
Bob Seely

HAIRDRESSERS IN SHANKLIN 
COULD BE TURNED INTO FLATS
BY LOUISE HILL, LDR REPORTER

A hairdressers in a prominent Shanklin 
location could be turned into flats after 
20 years of business.

Booty Hair and Beauty Salon, on 
Cross Street, will be closing imminently 
as its owner retires, planning documents 
submitted to the Isle of Wight Council 
say.

The salon’s new owner, Jonathan 
Platt, is seeking permission to turn the 
space on the ground floor of Corinthian 
Court into four flats.

They would be split into three one-
bedroom and one two-bed apartments, 
potentially adding to the existing flats 
already above the hairdressers.

In justifying the change of the retail 
space into residential, Andrew White 
Planning Consultancy said it is the most 

efficient way of re-purposing 
the unit and efforts to sell the 
business had fallen through.

Currently, the layout of 
the salon is extensive and has 
a fragmented internal layout 
which is not ideal for alternative 
commercial uses, the agents 
said, especially with the number 
of other vacant commercial 
buildings in the town centre.

Minor alterations are 
proposed to the exterior of the 
building, changing the front 
doors and blocking up a set of 
windows.

You can view the application, 
22/01920/FUL, on the council’s 
planning portal. Comments can 
be made until December 2.
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News from Ryde
by Cllr Charles Chapman

CAN YOU SPARE A FEW HOURS?

Friends of the Animals is desperate for help in its Ryde charity shop. 
The charity has been saving lives for more than 30 years — but can only do 
it with the help of its wonderful volunteers. 
Open Monday to Saturday, a regular day or even half day will make a 
huge difference. Please call 01983 68 55 55 or pop in if you can help.
The charity is happy to cover expenses.
Ryde Shop 181 High Street, PO33 1HN

D-DAY VETERAN HONOURED ON 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
BY DOMINIC KUREEN

Roy Hayward, a D-Day veteran 
living on the Island, has been 
honoured on Remembrance Sunday 
with an award from his parish.

A resident of Seaview, the 
96-year-old was officially given the 
Freedom of the Parish of Nettlestone 
and Seaview — the highest honour a 
parish council can bestow.

A reserve tank crew, Roy landed 
in France on the evening of D-Day 
with the Sherwood Rangers — days 
later, both of his legs had to be 
amputated.

Cllr Harriet Hadfield made the 
presentation at the Veterans’ Hub 
in Ryde — of which Roy is a regular 
visitor. Also in attendance was Deputy 
Lieutenant Nick England who made a 
speech. The special commemorative 

scroll reads: ‘We the Council, 
grant you Roy Hayward the highest 
honour we can bestow in recognition 
of the extreme bravery you have 
shown with your wartime service.

"The courage you have displayed 
with overcoming the injuries 
received during that service and the 
extraordinary generosity of your 
decades of voluntary service to the 
community in the years since. We 
loudly applaud your valuable and 
sterling service"

Roy said: "I was very surprised, 
I had no foreknowledge of it at all. 
It means a lot to me, I’ve been in 
Seaview for 50 years, it is a lovely 
place, I have loved living here.

"I will last as long as I can in 
Seaview!" 07867626733  charles.chapman@iow.gov.uk

Here we are in December 2022 and 
what a year. In January we learnt about 
the unprecedented increase in energy 
prices across the board, the ‘mind 
blowing’ price rise of petrol and diesel 
products and the huge profits being 
made by certain organisations. In 
February, I reported on the closure of 
day care centres and the lack of funding 
for lunch and day care clubs. A situation 
which is now desperate for people in 
our community. In March I raised the 
need for investment in our coastal 
towns — and road closures everywhere, 
especially in Ryde. At Easter I raised 
the lack of services for young people, 
heard from readers about the hike in 
food prices; lack of council support 
for people needing allotment space, 
and the scare that they will be wanted 
for building sites. Also, high on the 
list of your concerns was the ongoing 
damage caused by poor rain-water 
drainage, particularly on or near our 
local allotments and the poor state of 
our pavement areas. Hopefully, this is 
now going to be tackled. The month of 
May produced the complicated voucher 
scheme for £25 for some! As usual I 
raised the cost of the ferries and the 
help they could easily give Islanders 
with little or no cost to themselves. It 
was obvious the rise in fuel costs would 
have a ‘knock on’ effect on all aspects 
of the cost of living and provide an 
excuse for Government to do nothing 
but blame the fuel industry. Now, the 
current increase in the Bank Interest 
Rate will add to the cost of living, 
through higher mortgages, loans and 
Government borrowing. The source 
of which was not rigorously tackled 
by our Government then or now. The 
next month brought some relief by an 
influx of tourists, which helped the job 
market and provided much needed 
cash flow for our small businesses. The 
Jubilee celebrations in June gave us 
a chance for fun with for extra public 

holidays plus the opportunity to reflect 
of the work of our late Queen. Ryde 
celebrated in style. Several months on 
we mourned her passing, with over 4 
billion people, worldwide, watching 
her funeral. With July many smaller 
businesses were adversely affected 
by road closures and diversions, the 
main complaint being road closure 
and no apparent activity. I received the 
‘Freedom of Ryde’ by Ryde Council. 
Something that I treasure. I was still 
busy reporting about the desperate 
need for affordable houses for local 
people and the unprecedented rise 
in the cost of living and particularly 
with, the so called, public utilities, 
something that if our Government had 
acted upon earlier, especially about the 
huge amounts of monies paid to the 
shareholders of public utility providers, 
may have arrested the current 
horrendous price increases being 
suffered by us all today. Moving on 
into the Autumn: with hose pipe bans; 
my raising concerns about the lack of 
recreational facilities for old and young 
people. Autumn also brought the 
discharge of sewage by Southern Water 
off our shores, ensuring swimming for 
some, impossible. Yet, despite fines, 
still making a profit for its shareholders. 
As nothing had been done, we saw 
the crippling increases in household 
fuel prices and haulage costs with its 
knock-on effects on the cost of living. 
The joke of a £150 rebate, was too little, 
too late. Once again I raised the back 
door privatisation of our health service, 
which, I very recently found out, has 
escalated.
I can only wish you all a happy 
Christmas and prosperous New Year 
and to assure the people of Ryde that 
I will continue to fight our corner, for 
as long as I am able. Let us all work 
together for a brighter future. Yours 
Charles Chapman.

CALL: 07719 546824
www.erectiontablets.co.uk

FREE DISCREET P&P  
ALL METHODS OF  
PAYMENT ACCEPTED

MALE ERECTILE  
DYSFUNCTION TABLETS & 
FEMALE LIBIDO TABLETS.
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HAIR AND BEAUTY SALON

NA

• Unisex Hairdressers
• Waxing Treatments
• Make Up
• Facials
• Manicures/Pedicures
• Microblading
• Eyelash Lift
• Eyelash Tint
• Eyebrow Shape/Tint
• Spray Tanning
• Blow Dry
• Haircuts
• Colours
• High Lights/Low Lights
• Perms
• Hair Treatments
• Indian Head Massage
• Hopi Ear Candles
•  Keratin Smoothing 

Treatment 
• Weddings

Call

(01983)  
402694
to book an 

appointment 
today!

Open Tuesday - Friday 9am - 5pm. Saturday 9am - 1pm
24 High Street, Sandown, Isle of Wight, PO36 8DE

BOLLYWOOD MOVIE TRAILER 
RELEASED
BY JAMIE WHITE

A trailer for a hotly-anticipated Bollywood movie, which was partly filmed 
on the Isle of Wight, has been released.

All eyes were on Ventnor as filming for An Action Hero took place in the 
town. The trailer for the film - which stars Ayushmann Khurrana - has already 
had more than 19 million views on YouTube.

A number of Islanders were drafted in to feature as extras while filming 
took place in January and February this year.

An Action Hero will be released on December 2.

D-DAY VETERAN HONOURED ON 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

HEADLINERS ANNOUNCED FOR 
ISLE OF WIGHT STORY FESTIVAL

Horrible Histories 
star Simon Farnaby and 
former CBeebies presenter 
Cerrie Burnell have 
been announced as the 
headliners for this year's Isle 
of Wight Story Festival.

The annual three-day 
young people’s book event 
will be held at Quay Arts in 
Newport from Thursday 16 
to Saturday 18 February and 
tickets will go on sale soon.

Simon Farnaby has 
written and starred in some 
of the UK’s most loved TV 
shows and films including 
Ghosts, Yonderland, The 
Mighty Boosh, This Time 
with Alan Partridge and 
Horrible Histories — where 
he portrayed Death in the 
recurring “Stupid Deaths” 
sketch.

The BAFTA nominated 
Paddington 2 writer recently 
appeared with everyone’s favourite 
marmalade-loving bear and The 
Queen in an opening skit for the 
Platinum Jubilee concert.

On Saturday February 18 he will 
speak about his book, The Wizard in 
my Shed.

After presenting CBeebies for 
eight years, Cerrie Burnell turned to 
writing children's books and at the 
upcoming festival, she will answer 
questions on Wilder Than Midnight.

This isn’t the first time Cerrie 
has been on the Isle of Wight Story 
Festival bill, albeit this time will 
be in person after her 2021 virtual 
appearance. 

You may know Cerrie, who will 
also appear on the Saturday of the 
Story Festival, for her books Harper 
and the Scarlet Umbrella and Harper 
and the Night Forest.

The pair join the previously 
announced Kieran Larwood, Laura 
Ellen Anderson, Nicholas Allan, Julia 
Tuffs and Jamie Littler.

Meanwhile, if you are a fan of 
Dungeons and Dragons,

the improvisational role-playing 
fantasy game will be there for you to 
take part in on Thursday at the Story 
Festival, the first day of the event, 
aimed at children over 12.

After a day of live music, poetry 
and spoken word, the Apollo Youth 
Theatre’s “hard-hitting” production 
of His Name is Zak will close the 
evening.

The Horse Box Theatre’s “The 
Lighthouse Keeper” will also be 
performed.

Local musicians Amy Jolliffe and 
JC Grimshaw are the current names 
set to entertain you in the Quay Arts 
cafe, with more live music to be 
announced.

An influx of authors have filled 
out the Isle of Wight Story Festival 
lineup and over the three days, 
Debbie Webb, Felicity Fair Thompson, 
Gareth Peter, Holly Medland, Jules 
Marriner, Neal Layton, Peta Rainford 
and Sue Bailey will all appear.

The Isle of Wight Story Festival 
will take place at Quay Arts in 
Newport between Thursday 16 and 
Saturday 18 February.

Tickets will be available from 
www.quayarts.org.

Merry Christmas and  Happy New 
Year to everyone,  it’s been a hard 
year for us all however I want to 
extend my support to those who 
need it,  when we were at the height 
of the Covid pandemic we saw a 
wonderful community camaraderie  
and I believe we still have it.  Please 
reach out if you need support or 
signposting to receive help towards 
the cost of living. There is a very 
helpful website that gives advice on:
• Benefits and government      
   support
• Money worries
• Support with energy bills
• Food
• Health and wellbeing
• Warm spaces
• Events
www.beta.iow.gov.uk/keep-the-
island-safe/cost-of-living
If I’m needed by anyone I can be 
found at 07506930109, Facebook 
@cllrkarenlucioni or www.karen 
lucioni.com
EVENTS IN RYDE THIS CHRISTMAS: 
1st DECEMBER: It's RYDE LATE 
NIGHT SHOPPING  and Light Switch 
on with Quivers 4.30pm-8pm
3rd DECEMBER: SMALL BUSINESS 
SATURDAY • The Wight Brainy Bunch  
Christmas Market, Ryde Fire Station. 

10am-4pm
 • Ryde Methodist Church Christmas 
Market 10am-1pm 
• St.Johns Church, Christmas Market 
10.30am- 12.30pm
3rd & 4th DECEMBER: Michelangelo 
Restaurant IOW  Italian Christmas 
Market 10am-4pm
10th DECEMBER: • Aspire Ryde  
Christmas Fayre 10am-4pm Dover St. 
• Christmas Craft & Gift Fair 10am-
4pm, Ryde Masonic Centre (John St)
• Isle of Wight Round Table  Santa 
Visit around the streets of Ryde.
11th DECEMBER: Ryde Arts Green 
Garlands. Free Activity at Ryde 
Library. 10.30am-4pm
14th DECEMBER: Ryde Castle Hotel, 
Isle of Wight Christmas Fair 6-9pm
16th DECEMBER: The New Carnival 
Company Merry & Bright event is 
back. Includes lantern parade and 
light trail, food market and more.
17th DECEMBER: Umbrella Hub/
Artistic Healing Christmas Fayre. 
1pm-4pm at The Depozitory, 
Nelson St.
26th DECEMBER: BOXING DAY 
SWIM 12pm Ryde Beach Lifeguard 
Station/Big Kahuna

 07506 930109  
 karen.iow@icloud.com

News from Ryde Monktonmead
by Cllr Karen Lucioni
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Brian Jennings – Clerk. 2 Harrow Cottages, Nettlestone Hill, Seaview. PO34 5DU

 07464 894216  clerk@nettlestoneandseaview-pc.gov.uk  www.nettlestoneandseaview-pc.gov.uk

Nettlestone & Seaview 
Parish Council

NETTLESTONE AND SEAVIEW’S FIRST 
HONORARY ‘FREEMAN OF THE PARISH’
 On Remembrance Sunday, the Parish 
Council was extremely pleased to be able 
to award its first ever ‘Honorary Freeman 
of the Parish’ status to local resident Roy 
Hayward. The award is the highest honour 
the Parish Council can bestow and is a 
recognition of extensive voluntary service 
to the community or acts of extraordinary 
bravery.
A reserve tank crew, Roy landed in 
France on the evening of D-Day with 
the Sherwood Rangers — days later, 
both of his legs had to be amputated. 
Roy then worked in banking for 30 years 
before retiring to the Isle of Wight and 
undertaking decades of voluntary service 
for various causes.
Cllr Harriet Hadfield made the presentation 
at the Veterans’ Hub in Ryde — of which 
Roy is a regular visitor. Also in attendance 
was Deputy Lieutenant Nick England who 
made a speech.

FESTIVE LIGHTS
 Once again, Cllr Hardie has been working 
hard and coordinating with representatives 
of the Community Partnership to arrange 
Christmas lighting this year. In addition 
to the cut tree on Nettlestone Green, 
the Council will be providing another lit 
tree for the seating area at the bottom 
of Seaview High Street. The tree in St 

Peter’s Church garden will be 

illuminated again and a newly 

purchased fairybell tree will 

be back on the smaller green 

opposite St.Helen’s Church. 

At Sophie Watson’s Garden, 

the memorial tree will again 

be lit — in addition to the 8m 

tall LED tree that will be in 

situ. The Parish Council wishes 

all residents a joyous and 

peaceful Christmas and a very 

happy New Year!

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
 Check our website to keep 

abreast of the latest meeting details:  

wwwnettlestoneandseaview-pc.gov.uk/

meetings 

All are welcome to attend!

Roy Hayward with Councillor Harriet Hadfield
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EVERY DROP YOU SAVE NOW 
HELPS SAVE NEXT SUMMER
Use water wisely this winter, to help us avoid  
a hosepipe ban  next summer.

We’re doing our bit as well, by investing more  
than ever to find and fix leaks on our network. 

Visit southernwater.co.uk/save  
for easy ways to save water.

6316_Winter_drought_IoW_print.indd   16316_Winter_drought_IoW_print.indd   1 01/11/2022   13:49:5801/11/2022   13:49:58
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Report of Shanklin Town Mayor
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BIG MEAD POND: Work 
on the water sources for the 

Big Mead Pond is completed and with the recent 
inclement weather water is circulating through 
the pond and flowing on into the stream and on to 
Shanklin Chine. The very heavy rainfall meant the 
out-flows from the pond requited attention. Ducks 
and Moorhens have returned to the pond, and the 
vegetation planted as part of the restoration has 
become well established. During November the 

volunteer team that have 
been helping with the 
restoration of the historic 
pond started to return 
carp previously relocated 
to an alternative nearby 
pond to Big Mead Pond. 

PERFORMING ARTS: As we are all aware 
there is a wealth of talent on the Island in terms of 
performing arts, and during November I had the 

privilege to attend several performances put on 
by local theatre groups. I attended the last show of 
the Summer season of “Beyond the West End” put 
on by local professional theatre company Spotlight 
Isle of Wight; I had watched the show earlier in the 
season but it was worth a revisit, the quality of the 
singing and dancing, and the energy expended 
compares well to shows in London’s West End.  If 
you missed Beyond the West End the crew will 
be back with the pantomime “Cinderella” from 
17th December.  Spotlight also run a stage school 
who presented two shows at Shanklin Theatre in 
November.

The Island Savoyards presented “Guys 
and Dolls” at Shanklin Theatre, the show was 
magnificent with excellent performances all round, 
although special mention must be made of Holly 
Gardiner and Harley Mackness, and of the female 
dancers. Some of the younger cast members of 
“Guys and Dolls” were also performing in the 

musical “Bugsy Malone” presented by Curtain Call 
Creative, a youth performing arts group based at 
Ryde School but with members from across the 
Island.  The show was performed to a very high 
standard and thoroughly enjoyable to watch.

Things coming up in Shanklin Theatre that 
should not be missed include First Act performing 
“Beauty and the Beast”, Ventnor Theatre Group 
performing “Rock Nativity” and Theatretrain 
presenting “World in Colour”.  There will be a 
relaxed performance of Cinderella on Thursday 
29th December at 2pm.
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY: The Ceremony 
of Remembrance at Shanklin War Memorial on 
Sunday 13th November was well attended and 
conducted with due reverence and solemnity. 
Cllr Michael Beston laid the wreath from the Isle of 
Wight Council, and the Deputy Mayor Cllr Robert 
May laid the wreath for Shanklin Town Council on 
behalf of the Town.  Cllr Chris Quirk, The Mayor of 
Shanklin, laid a wreath on behalf of the town at 
the Island Remembrance Ceremony at St. Thomas’ 
Square and the Minster.

Town Clerk RFO: Ms S. Janeway LL.B (Hons) CiLCA MSLCC, 65 Landguard Road Shanklin Isle of Wight PO37 7JX

 01983 865101  shanklintowncouncil@hotmail.com  www.shanklintowncouncil.co.uk

Shanklin Town Council

Councillor Chris Quirk 

Providing interior plantation shutters to cover any window  
style or colour including; Square, Rectangle, Circular,  

Arched, Bays and Patio Doors.

0%
FINANCE

AVAILABLE

01983 640174
                www.cherrytreeshutters.co.uk

20% 
SALE
NOW
ON!

*Terms & Conditions Apply



           

SOLENT

THE FULLY FUNDED GETSET SOLENT 
PROGRAMME CAN HELP:

To find out more about the GetSet Solent 
programme and Growth Grant register your 
interest today - scan the QR code or visit  
www.getsetforgrowth.com/solent/contact

• Get the money you need to 
take your business forward with 
GetSet Solent’s Grant funding 

• Get 1:1 support from our experts 
to help develop and strengthen 
your marketing and sales 
strategy to win new customers

Are you struggling 
to fund your new  
business project? 

Do you need help 
with your business 
growth strategy?

Are you looking 
to attract new 
customers?
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FIND THE  
PERFECT GIFT  

FOR CHRISTMAS!
01983 840364

Call us today

SHOPS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
COFFEE SHOP, HOMEMADE CAKES & LUNCHES, DELICIOUS!

LARGE GIFT & FASHION SHOPS & STYLE INTERIORS
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Nominations are now 
open and Islanders 
are being urged to 

nominate themselves or their 
favourite local businesses.  

Nominations will close 
on the 6th January.

Four categories will be 
decided by the people of the 
Island with a public vote, 
from 16th January.

Winners will be 
announced at our Best in 
Business Awards Party, 
which will be taking place 
on Friday, February 24th 
2023 at Gurnard Pines. 

Isle of Wight Radio Best in 
Business Awards is back 
for 2023 — celebrating all 
that is great about local 
businesses on the Island. 
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INDEPENDENT 
RETAILER  

OF THE YEAR

BEST TOURIST 
ATTRACTION 
OF THE YEAR

BEST GREEN/ 
ECO BUSINESS 
OF THE YEAR

 PUBLIC HOUSE 
OF THE YEAR

NEW BUSINESS  
OF THE YEAR

TRADESPERSON  
OF THE YEAR

ISLAND PRODUCE 
COMPANY  

OF THE YEAR

ISLAND BEST 
BREAKFAST 

OF THE YEAR

HILLBANS
Pest Control Ltd

Protecting your environment

Cherry Godfrey
 Finance that values you

Visit Isle of

THE ISLE OF WIGHT

MARQUEES
COAST & COUNTRY

THE DRIVING SPIRIT

APPRENTICE  
OF THE YEAR

FAMILY BUSINESS 
OF THE YEAR

BEST CORPORATE &  
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

OF THE YEAR

HAIRDRESSER/
SALON  

OF THE YEAR

BEST SOCIAL MEDIA 
OF THE YEAR

OVERALL BUSINESS 
OF THE YEAR TOP EVENT  

OF THE YEAR
EMPLOYEE  

OF THE YEAR
CUSTOMER SERVICE 

OF THE YEAR

AT

Nominate your favourite Island business at iwradio.co.uk

Award Categories Public Vote



10% OFF WITH THIS ADVERT

Island Clock & 
Watch Repairs

Old Watches and scrap gold 
purchased for cash (within one hour)

Graduate of the British 
Horological Institute (1970)
Restorations to Antique & 
Modern Clocks and Watches

  Over 50 years in the trade

MEMBER

Tel: 07867527157
Free collection & delivery, all over the island.

 

Agents for scooters, rise/recline chairs, 
stairlifts and all available mobility aids

Regain your independence...

FREE HOME SURVEY! We also Buy & Sell 
- Can’t come to us, we’ll come to you!

Unit 4, Old Station Road, Off Mitchell Avenue, 
Old Station / Tunnel, Ventnor PO38 1DX

Tel: 01983 855545
PRE-BOOKED APPOINTMENTS ONLY  

TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

VENTNOR
MOBILITY
CENTRE

Wight

“We don’t just sell hearing aids,
”

Free
Home Visits

12 High Street, Shanklin PO37 6LB
Tel 01983 86 59 59

          All Hearing Tests and Consultations are FREE

               Latest Digital Testing & Fitting Equipment

                   Video Otoscope (see inside your own ear)

                         Try Before You Buy  OR RENT a Digital
                             Hearing Aid (from £1 A DAY)

                                   EVERY Brand of Hearing Aid
                                       Available in the UK

                                            Easy Payment Plans
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Anne Ginger

With 40 years experience Anne Ginger and her dedicated team are 
happy to assist in making the right choice of soft furnishings for you.

We would like to wish all our customers a very
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

We are Open Monday-Friday
Call: 01983 407730

www.anneginger.co.uk info@anneginger.co.uk

Our service is based 
around giving excellent 

advice combined 
with quality products. 
Come and see us and 
turn your dream into 

reality.

Sof t Furni sh ingsSof t Furni sh ings
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Tis’ the Season for Gift Giving 
and Tax Planning

LEGAL & FINANCIAL

The rules surrounding Inheritance Tax are complicated. Each set of circumstances is unique and requires careful 
planning and consideration. For this reason, it is a good idea to obtain advice from a specialist private client lawyer.  

Please contact Kate Howard on kate.howard@gdlegalservices.co.uk or 01983 527878 to arrange a meeting.

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

I        f you are struggling for ideas 
on what to gift your loved ones 
this Christmas you might want 
to start thinking of tax efficient 

ways to give your money. Making gifts 
can be a useful tax planning tool to 
reduce the value of your estate and in 
return your inheritance tax liability. 
Below we set out some of the main ways to 
go about this.
GIFTS TO SPOUSE AND CIVIL 
PARTNERS 
Currently, you do not need to worry 
about gifts made to your spouse or civil 
partner as there will be no inheritance tax 
to pay regardless of how much you gift, so 
long as you are legally married and both 
domiciled in the UK.
ANNUAL ALLOWANCE
Every tax year each individual is able to 
gift up to £3,000 tax free by way of your 
annual allowance. On top of this, if you 
did not make any gifts in the last tax year, 
you can bring forward this allowance 
giving you up to £6,000 but this can only 
be carried over by one year.

If you have not already done so, 
Christmas may be the perfect opportunity 
for you to use up all or some of your 

allowance. It does not have to be made as 
a singular gift because it is the cumulative 
total of gifts in that tax year which are 
considered.
ALLOWANCE
In any one tax year, you can make as 
many small gifts of £250 to as many 
different people as you wish and these will 
be immediately exempt from inheritance 
tax. However, the total of all gifts to one 
and the same person in the same tax year 
must not exceed £250. This means that 
a gift of the annual exemption and the 
small gift exemption to the same person 
will result in the annual exemption being 
available and the small gift exemption 
being lost in respect of that gift.
REGULAR PAYMENTS OUT OF 
INCOME
If you have an estate that might be 
taxable to inheritance tax and you are 
lucky enough have income left over after 
paying for the electricity bills and other 
expenses then you might want to think 
abot making regular tax-free gifts to loved 
ones. It is important to ensure that these 
regular gifts are being made as part of 
‘normal expenditure’ and that you are left 
with sufficient income to maintain your 
standard of living without having to dip 

into capital to pay for anything.
If your gifts do not meet this criteria then 
they will not qualify for the exemption 
and may result in tax being payable.
For this reason, it is a good idea to set up 
a regular pattern of gifting and also keep 
records of all income and expenditure to 
avoid any unwanted questions later on. 
Regular payments made over a number 
of years, subject to meeting the necessary 
criteria, can result in considerable 
inheritance tax savings.
THE 7 YEAR RULE
Obviously, you do not have to restrict 
yourself to only gifting within these 
exemptions and allowances but if you do 
make a gift over and above the allowances 
then depending on the size of your estate 
and the size of the gift there may be 
unwanted inheritance tax consequences 
if you do not survive for 7 years after 
making the gift.
In fact, if you have a large estate and 
think it is very likely that you will survive 
7 years then it might be worth considering 
giving away larger sums of money in your 
lifetime to mitigate the tax payable on 
your death. However, it is only advisable 
to do so after taking appropriate legal 
advice.

Written by Jessica Whale, Trainee Solicitor



• Minibus outings

•  Scheme shop

•  Hairdressers

•  Activities & Lunch Club

• Communal lounge

• Laundry room

•  Mobility scooter store 
 with charging points

• Dining room

WELLBEING CHARGES FOR THE 1ST YEAR FREE
& HALF PRICE FOR THE 2ND YEAR*

For more information please contact 
the New Homes Department:

0808 1699788 | 01983 538080
newhomes@hrdiw.co.uk

In Partnership with

All apartments are built and equipped with emergency pull cords which
connects you to 24 hours a day sta�  on site who can respond in a

serious emergency for your peace of mind. 
Service charges applicable. If purchasing less than a 75% share, rent on the remaining share is applicable.

EXTRA CARE DEVELOPMENT
COLWELL ROAD WEST WIGHT

All apartments are built and equipped with emergency pull cord which 
connects you to 24 hours a day sta�  on site who can respond in a 

serious emergency for your peace of mind.

All residents can be supported by the Wellbeing Team who are 
there to help everyone feel settled, supported and safe; this unique Wellbeing 

service can respond to your needs 24hrs a day on an unplanned care basis, 
enabling you to live independently in your own home. 

•  Communal lounge
•  Laundry room
•  Fitness room
•  Dining room

•  Minibus outings
•  Scheme shop
•  Hairdressers
•  Activities & Lunch Club
•  Reception desk 7 days a week

To feel part of a community, there is access to activities every day such as:

GreenMeadows
Independent Island Living

OVER 55, 

BRAND NEW 

EXTRA CARE 

SHARED 

OWNERSHIP 

APARTMENTS

For more information regarding shared ownership, or 
to speak with someone regarding renting, please call

0808 1699788 or email newhomes@hrdiw.co.uk

COLWELL ROAD WEST WIGHT 
BRAND NEW EXTRA CARE DEVELOPMENT

SHOW APARTMENT NOW AVAILABLE TO VIEW

In Partnership with

OVER 55’S 

2 BED SHARED 

OWNERSHIP 

APARTMENTS

GreenMeadows
Independent Island Living

*Full Wellbeing Charge of £52.00 per person, per week will be payable in 3rd year of occupation.
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GARDEN

LIGHT IT UP
Lights are the number one 
addition to any Christmas 
scene, and with darkness 
descending ever earlier, their 
effect is longer-lasting. 

As ever, subtlety is key – 
placed in jars, through vines or 
in woven baskets, lights inside 
will illuminate through the 
tiny gaps to spray decorative 
shapes and lines across your 
outside space. Other clever 
changes to existing lighting 
can also be made. Change 
these to a lower wattage to 
enable Christmas lights to 
stand out more, and even 
experiment with green and 
red bulbs to create a new 
ambiance to your outside 
space.

Light projectors are a great 
way of creating additional 
lighting and brilliant effects, as 
well. There are a wide variety 
of creative designs that echo 
the festive season, and these 
can be beamed onto walls or 
into dark garden recesses in 
order to bring a unique two-
dimensional effect to spaces.

Alternatively, use of 

candles can produce natural 
light that feels warm and 
traditional, especially when 
they are grouped together.

It’s also possible to buy in 
or even make Christmas orbs, 
and these can look absolutely 
enchanting when dotted 
around the garden or placed 
on the front steps of your 
house. They are particularly 
stunning when laid on freshly 
fallen snow (if we’re lucky 
enough to see some!).

If you do have shrubbery, 
trees, bushes or hedges, try 
dressing them up sparingly 
with lights and shapes. Pulled 
across in a consistent line 
guides the eye and looks 
great, although given the 
current situation with energy 
prices, it’s a good idea to 
make sure lights are set on a 
timer. Not only will you get 
maximum value out of the 
hours your garden is lit up, it 
will also ensure neighbours 
aren’t perplexed at your 3am 
lightshow!

Finally, if you have a 
wreath on your front door, 
use lights to increase its 

appearance, as well as 
adding to walkways and 
paths. Remember to do this 
subtly, however – while the 
temptation is to ‘go large’ with 
outside lighting, less is usually 
more.

STAR QUALITY
Using Christmas shapes 
hung around the garden 
will really move the indoors 
outdoors. Consider Moravian 
stars in Christmas trees, plus 
bows, reindeer silhouettes, 
candy sticks, snowflakes and 
gingerbread men.

And of course, a selection 
of bright red Christmas 
baubles will make any tree, 
bush or shrub feel festive.

Just be sure that nothing 
you are hanging outside can 
endanger wildlife or curious 
critters.

WINDOW 
TO WONDERLAND
Finally, an easy cheat when 
looking to create a winter 
wonderland garden is to 
use Christmas elements in a 
window box. Done smartly, 
when looking out into your 
garden, your vision will catch 
these planted additions and 
shape the festive view.

In the same way, using 
fake snow around the edge of 
windows works as a brilliant 
border effect to the world 
outside 

GARDENS

Having a creative Christmas at home is about more than just a tree 
and a few bits of tinsel.  When surrounded by the aromas of food, 
or the warmth of family and friends, there is something incredibly 

satisfying when it comes to looking out onto a festive garden.
Here are a few suggestions to make your outside space joyful and 

merry this Christmas. 

FestiveThe



Fencing
Removed - Repaired - Replaced   

All types of fencing undertaken
Quality materials used • FREE quotes

Call Andy 07817 979501
or 01983 863348

frgworks@icloud.com

ISLANDWIDE

Fully insured      

28 yrs experience      

Reliable!

PLUS Landscaping • Turfing • Driveways • Pathways • Decking  
• Drainage • Tree & Hedge maintenance & removals  

• Footings • Garden walls • Guttering

A&E BUILDERS
BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

No job too big or small!
EMAIL. aebuilders71@gmail.com

TEL. 07525700980/01983 883787

DRIVEWAYS PATIOS EXTENSIONS  
SPECIALIST BRICKWORK  
ORANGERIES PORCHES  

DRAINAGE & HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE
Call for a no obligation free quote from a builder with  

over 30 years experience. Public liability insured.

£10.00 
OFF YOUR NEXT MOT

WESTRIDGE GARAGE
01983 562717 / 562160 

westridgegarage.co.uk 
Brading Road, Ryde, Isle of Wight, PO33 1AY

This voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any other reduced price MOT offer. 
(rrp £54.85). Exp 30th June 2021

Follow us on carboncleaniow

Cars & Vans

Commercial &
Agricultural

Marine & Plant

Euro 4, 5 + 6

24 Hour Turnaround

Collection &
Delivery Available

DPF Cleaning 
Save yourself 

from costly 
repairs! 

 

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
Use code XMAS10 for 10% off our online ready to burn firewood range

Tel: 01983 555068  |  www.chessellwoodyard.co.uk
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Advertise with us from 
as little as £38 
per month.  
Call 01983 433112

SEARED TUNA
RECIPE

A Di�erent Kind of Broadband  Full-fibre • Ultrafast • Future-proof

Order online at wightfibre.com 
or call 01983 240240

 

Rated 4.8 / 5 ‘Excellent’

Pay what you see, leave 
at any time*

Fuss-Free 30 
Day Contracts

*Fibred areas only. 
Visit www.wightfibre.com/fussfree for more information

• Unbeatable Value
• Unbeatable Price
• Speed Guarantee
• WiFi Guarantee

EAST AND 

SOUTH WIGHT

August 2022

ISLAND VIBES

ALONG THE 
RIVER YAR

WALK

POSTCARD 
MUSEUM

HISTORY
ISLAND HAS 

TALENT

ISLAND STORY

East August 22 v3.indd   1
21/07/2022   16:19

A Di�erent Kind of Broadband  Full-fibre • Ultrafast • Future-proof

Order online at wightfibre.com 

or call 01983 240240

*Fibred areas only. To read more about our Whole Home WiFi Guarantee go to www.wightfibre.com/broadband

 
Rated 4.8 / 5 ‘Excellent’

Our Whole Home WiFi Guarantee gives you 

a reliable wifi connection in every room, 

guaranteed, or get £100 back. 

WiFi that just works, simple as that! 

WiFi That Just Works
MONEY-BACK

GUARANTEE

September 2022

RECIPE

ISLAND STORY

HISTORY

MARSHMALLOW 

SQUARES RESTORATION OF 

WWII SPITFIRE

ISLAND HOLIDAY 
MEMORIES

SEPTEMBER

September 2022

RECIPE HISTORY

CENTRAL AND 

WEST WIGHT

TOUR OF BRITAINISLAND STORY

RECIPE HISTORY

ISLAND STORY

Beacon Central and West Sept 22 fin.indd   1

24/08/2022   13:48
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CLOSING DATE - 31ST DECEMBER 2022
Send your entries to: IW Beacon Competition, 8-10 Dodnor Park, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 5XE
When sending your entry to us you MUST ensure that you use the correct postage. Terms and conditions available on request.
Prizes must be claimed within 30 days of the draw date. Previous winners can be found on our Facebook and Twitter pages.
Winners will be contacted by phone.

NAME: TEL:

ADDRESS:

POSTCODE: E-MAIL:

DID YOU KNOW...
You can take a photo on your 
phone and email your entry to 
win@iwbeacon.com.

 I am happy to be contacted by the sponsors for marketing purposes    I would like to receive Beacon Magazine’s weekly email newsletter with more competitions

£50 voucher to spend
at Readers

Courtesy of Readers Interiors
www.readersinteriors.co.uk

Grooming Session  
Courtesy of The IOW Donkey Sanctuary

www.iowdonkeysanctuary.org

Tickets to see Aladdin 
Courtesy of The Wight Strollers 

Facebook @WightStrollers

£25 Voucher
Courtesy of Grace's Bakery

www.gracesbakery.uk

PRIZE PREFERENCE  
(choose one only):  

 1  2  3   4 

Can you spot the                 
differences?               WIN!

Aladdin
Sat 11th, Sun 12th and Sat 18th

February Half Term 2023
Tickets on sale 3rd January 2023

1

3

4

THIS MONTH’S 
PRIZES...

TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY

2

Readers Interiors has got everything you want for Christmas 
all wrapped up! Find unique and thoughtful presents in their 
Newport store, from women’s clothes and shoes, through to 
book and toys, and games for Christmas day fun!

6
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DRONES DELIVER CHEMOTHERAPY 
DRUGS IN HALF AN HOUR

BRIGHT IDEAS FROM BEMBRIDGE 
PUPILS HELP SAVE ENERGY 

BY SAMUEL OSBORNE - SKY NEWS

The NHS is trialling the use of drones to 
deliver life-saving chemotherapy drugs to 
the Isle of Wight - within half an hour.

Doctors believe the pilot scheme, 
which will ferry the drugs from a hospital 
in Portsmouth to the Island, could be the 
first step towards "same-day delivery" for 
the health service.

It is hoped that drones will enable 
doctors to order drugs and medical 
equipment from anywhere in the country 
for delivery that day.

In the trial, chemotherapy 
drugs will be delivered from 
a pharmacy at Portsmouth 
Hospitals University NHS Trust 
to St Mary's Hospital on the Isle 
of Wight.

The drone will cut delivery 
times from four hours to 30 
minutes, as one flight will 
replace two car journeys and 
one hovercraft or ferry journey 
per delivery.

NHS England officials said 
chemotherapy is difficult to transport as 
some doses have a short shelf life.

The new method, launched in 
partnership with tech company Apian, will 
save time and money and offer a better 
option for cancer patients living on the 
Island, many of whom have to travel to the 
mainland for treatment, officials added.

After the Isle of Wight the 
drone programme will be trialled in 
Northumbria.

Amanda Pritchard, Chief Executive of 
NHS England, said:

"Delivering chemo by drone is 
another extraordinary development for 
cancer patients and shows how the NHS 
will stop at nothing to ensure people get 
the treatment they need as promptly as 
possible - while also cutting costs and 
carbon emissions". xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
To view the plans, 22/00558/3OPA, you 
can view the Isle of W be submitted 
until May 4.

BY SAMUEL OSBORNE - SKY NEWS

The NHS is trialling the use of 
drones to Bembridge CE Primary 
has been shining a light on energy-
saving measures, thanks to the 
support of Wightlink’s Green Fund 
for Schools project. 

The Isle of Wight primary 
successfully applied for £816 
through the ferry company’s 
initiative to support school projects 
that help create a more sustainable 
environment for the Island. 

The new Bembridge lights are 
low-energy with motion sensors, 
so they switch off when no one is 
around. 

School business manager Sara 
Price says: “With energy prices 
rising so steeply it was a very timely 
project. 

"It has also given us the perfect 
opportunity to speak to children 
about how we get our energy 
and how important it is to use it 
carefully.” 

Bembridge is one of 15 Isle of 
Wight primaries which received 
a share of around £10,000 from 
Wightlink’s Green Fund for Schools.

It was set up to support projects 
that bring lasting environmental 
benefit to schools and their 
communities and help Islanders to 

"Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis 
iste natus error sit voluptatem 
accusantium doloremque 
laudantium, totam rem aperiam, 
eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore 
veritatis et quasi architecto beatae 
vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo 
enim ipsam voluptatem quia 
voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit 
aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur 
magni dolores eos qui ratione 
voluptatem sequi nesciunt. 
Neque porro quisquam est, qui 
dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit 
amet, consectetur, adipisci velit, 
sed quia non numquam eius 
modi tempora incidunt ut labore 
et dolore magnam aliquam 
quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad 
minima veniam, quis nostrum 
exercitationem ullam corporis 
suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid 
ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis 
autem vel eum iure reprehenderit 
qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam 
nihil molestiae consequatur, vel 
illum qui dolorem eum fugiat quo 
voluptas nulla pariatur?" "Sed ut 
perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus 
error sit voluptatem accusantium 
doloremque laudantium, totam 
rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae 
ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi 
architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt 

explicabo. Nemo enim ipsam 
voluptatem quia voluptas sit 
aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed 
quia consequuntur magni dolores 
eos qui ratione voluptatem sequi 
nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam 
est, qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor 
sit amet, consectetur, adipisci 
velit, sed quia non numquam 
eius modi tempora incidunt ut 
labore et dolore magnam aliquam 
quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad 
minima veniam, quis nostrum 
exercitationem ullam corporis 
suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid 
ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis 
autem vel eum iure reprehenderit 
qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam 
nihil molestiae consequatur, vel 
illum qui dolorem eum fugiat 
quo voluptas nulla pariatur?"ex 
ea commodi consequatur? Quis 
autem vel eum iure reprehenderit 
qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam 
nihil molestiae consequatur, vel 
illum qui dolorem eum fugiat 
quo voluptas nulla pariatur?"ex 
ea commodi consequatur? Quis 
autem vel eum iure reprehenderit 
qui in ea volu

 07867626733  
 charles.chapman@iow.

gov.uk

NEWS FROM 
RYDE
by Cllr Charles Chapman

Note: The views expressed in councillor columns are personal and do not necessarily represent those of the corresponding town and parish councils or Beacon Magazine.

Bespoke, made to measure blinds and shutters.
Fast turnaround from measuring to fitting.  

In store at Carpets Direct 
Ryde Store - 141 High Street. Tel: 01983 564624

Shanklin - 58-60 Regent Street. Tel: 01983 864624
carpetsdirectiow.com


