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Green OVER 55,

BRAND NEW
Independent Island Living A
OWNERSHIP
APARTMENTS
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SHOW APARTMENT AVAILABLE TO VIEW

All residents can be supported by the Wellbeing Team who are there to
help everyone feel settled, supported and safe; this unique Wellbeing
service can respond to your needs 24hrs a day on an unplanned care
basis, enabling you to live independently in your own home.

To feel part of a community, there is access to activities every day such as:

e Minibus outings e Reception desk 7 days a week
Laundry room

Fithess room

Communal lounge

Dining room

e Scheme shop

 Hairdressers

e Beauty treatment room

All apartments are built and equipped with emergency pull cord which connects you to 24

hours a day staff on site who can respond in a serious emergency for your peace of mind.

. . . Rhodes
or to speak with someone regarding renting, Dickson [ERCUelY

p I ease Ca I I o r In Partnership with

) % MORGAN ™,
email g SINDALL 8.

Housing Associat tion Ltd LATER LIVING WIGHT

. . . . Southern
For more information regarding shared ownership, Hose Housing




Welcome from the

EDITOR

It’s time to get outside and hopefully enjoy some spring
sunshine. Why not make a cuppa and sit in the garden to
read Beacon Magazine.

This month John Hannam interviews singer, Jane
McDonald, while we head off for a walk in the south of the
Island.

Our history feature delves into the growth of one of the
Island’s most loved businesses, Grace’s Bakery and we bring
you a mouthwatering recipe for summer salads...a herb
crusted salmon.

We’ll also help you fill up your diary once more, as we
investigate which Isle of Wight businesses and events are
inviting guests back over their threshold — and Ventnor
Botanic Garden offers one lucky reader and their guests the
chance to enjoy a free day out in the garden.

We hope you enjoy it.

Amy Shophord

Editor amy.shephard@iwbeacon.com

John Hannam interviews Jane McDonald
Recipe: Herb Crusted Salmon Fillets

Walking the Island: Stenbury Down
and the Worsley Obelisk

Win a day in the garden: With Ventnor
Botanic Garden

The Entertainment Guide
History: Grace's Bakery
News from your area

Money matters: Property planning
for retirement

Gardens: Easy Beans
Spot the Difference Competition

DGGaawwil

MAGAZINE

IW Beacon Media Centre, 8-10 Dodnor Park, Newport, PO30 5XE

01983 433112 iwbeacon (@iwbeaconmag

iwbeacon.com (@beaconiow

hello@iwbeacon.com

’ Wm w 20 years old this year and still thriving....
. always improving
college of music

THE ISLAND’S VERY OWN SPECIALIST

Tel > 01983 537550 MUsIc GOLLEGE

Email > study@pluttormone.org
Web > www.platformone.org
@pimusiccollege

OUTSTANDING RESULTS
OUTSTANDING PROGRESSION
OUTSTANDING FACILITIES
OUTSTANDING STAFF

PLATFORM ONE PROVIDES AN INDIVIDUAL APPROACH

TO YOUR LEARNING

Platform One is still taking applications for the new academic year
For more information please contact

Tel > 01983 537550
Email > study@platformone.org

|OLAND ESSENTIALS

FRESH & HANDMADE
WITH FREE DELIVERY!

e

S — w»— —
GRACESBAKERY.UK/SHOP - (01383 566868
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A DAY TO REMEMBER

&

There are days in your life ’rha’r§§ vill never fbrge’r (Sne of mlne was . , ; :

Sepfember 26th, 2006, when | met up again: wrﬂ"l Jane McDonald. -~ e
'Her welcoming hug and comforting words were just what | needed ; ‘

S j

By John Hannam
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ur original interview was
planned for September 5th at
London's Wise Buddah Studio
but with my wife, Heather,
dangerously ill in hospital, it was obviously
cancelled. Sadly, she died two days later.

Jane had made a promise, via her PR
lady, that she would arrange another date
and I was invited to the Congress Theatre,
Eastbourne. It was not an easy day. The
Sussex seaside town had been one of our
favourite places and we had spent a few
short holidays there. I felt so lonely going
there on my own and I was in one shop,
that we regularly visited, having a difficult
moment. Suddenly my phone rang and
it was my daughter Caroline. It couldn't
have come at a more opportune moment.
Suddenly my mood changed for the better.

Within a few minutes I was sat in
the Congress Theatre's hospitality room
awaiting Jane's arrival. In she came and I
will never forget her opening words: "I've
been thinking about you. Come here, I
want to give you a big hug." That was just
the instant tonic I needed to record a 30
minute interview for my IW Radio chat
show.

I had been an admirer of Jane
McDonald since I first saw her in that

brilliant 1998 series called The Cruise.
Our first meeting was back in 2003 in
London's Berkeley Square and, luckily, she
was the only nightingale in sight. I quickly
realised just how nice a person Jane really
1s. She simply lights up a room when

she walks in. No airs and graces. Just an
everyday Yorkshire lass, who is not full

of her own importance. I love her stories
from the early days when sometimes she
struggled to make an impact in the clubs.
Some audiences expected more than just
singing.

In Eastbourne I just had to tell her
how great she looked, eight years on from
The Cruise. I expected a
quick answer and I got one:
"John, I reckon your eyes are
going."

I was also fascinated by
the fact she originally played
an accordion on her chest,

a subject I'd briefly touched upon a year
or two earlier. Would she expand on the
story?

"I was in the Wakefield Accordion
Band and was rather good until I grew a
bust and the accordion always seemed to
be caught up in my jumper. That's why I
switched to piano," teased Jane.

That Sussex one-nighter came during
her British tour. Suddenly she was in
great demand and since then she's enjoyed
phenomenal success with huge sell-out
tours. On one she played to 150,000
people.

To my mind, Jane is a 21st century
Dorothy Squires. She's working class,
very gutsy, a supreme entertainer with
a powerful voice and she simply gives it

To my mind, Jane
is a 21st century
Dorothy Squires

A DAY TO REMEMBER

her all. Unbeknown to me, she'd been a
fan of the amazing Welsh legend and was
flattered by my comparison.

In a way Jane's career has followed
the path of Cilla Black, who also began as
purely a singer before becoming a great
television presenter.

Jane's advisors were shrewd enough
to broaden her horizons and add a new
direction to her career. Suddenly she
acquired thousands of new fans via her
appearances on Loose Women. Even I
would switch on just to watch her. Don't
tell anyone. Mind you, at my age I don't
really have any street cred!

A few of my male showbiz
friends have been tempted on
to Loose Women and a few
may have regretted it. I asked
Jane if she had a theory?

"When guys came on to
the show I found their body
language was hilarious. They either
crossed their arms or covered up their
bits. What were they expecting us to do —
attack them?"

Channel 5 producers also realised the
potential of Jane as a television presenter
and very quickly millions were tuning
in to Cruising With Jane McDonald, of
which there were six series, Holiday With
Jane McDonald and Jane McDonald And
Friends. They all showcase her as such a
natural presenter.

Lockdowns permitting, Jane is all
set to start her Let The Light In British
tour in June. It's going to just over 30
venues, including the Congress Theatre,
Eastbourne, which is were we began this
A Day To Remember. ®
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This is a paid for advertisement and does not necessarily reflect the views of Beacon Magazine. All parties were approached.

loW COUNCIL ELECTIONS
The choice facmg the Island

Number of candidates

ISLAND CONSERVATIVES 39
LABOUR § 28

: «mmm 20 seats - a majority to run the loW Council

Only the Conservatives or Labour can secure a majority to give the loW Council a clear direction.

The alternative is a return to a chaotic coalition of “independents” - this time with their Lib Dem and Green allies -
prevaricating amongst themselves. Let’s not go back to that. The Council must continue to have strong leadership.

In December 2019, | was re-elected as the Isle of Wight’s MP, with Labour in second place. On 6th
May, the Island faces the same political choice, in terms of the parties which could run the Council.

Over the past four years, | have worked with the Conservatives at County Hall to help secure
investment — including over £100 million extra for health and transport investment. But there is
much more still to do, so that the Island makes a sustainable recovery from the pandemic.

We must keep up the progress we’re making — and a strong Conservative Team on the loW
Council will enable us to do this. | was a councillor prior to 2017 and saw the chaos of disparate
“independents” trying to run County Hall. The Island can’t afford to go back to that.

If you voted for me in 2019, please support your local
Conservative candidate for the loW Council. These elections

are as important as those to Westminster — and will affect the = )

future of the Island. Let’s make the right decision on 6th May. /”F—

@ Leading the Island to a @ Working together for
safe, strong recovery the future of the
from the pandemic Island

@ Protecting our green
spaces from
development

Vote Conservative
on Thursday 6th May

Promoted by David Pugh of the Isle of Wight Conservative Association, 58 The Mall, Carisbrooke Rd, Newport, PO30 1BW on behalf of all 39 Conservative candidates standing in the loW Council elections.




Herbd Crusted

RECIPE

SALMON FILLETS

Fresh salmon is
available all-year
round, it’s quick,

easy and makes the
perfect light, stress

free mid-week meal.

Accompany Adele
Trathan'’s recipe
with asparagus and
hollandaise sauce
for a delicious
lunch with friends

@ t

SERVES

% |

INGREDIENTS

4 x 150g (50z) salmon
fillets (skinned and
boned)

100g (30z) low-fat garlic
and herb soft cheese

Drizzle of vegetable oil
Pinch of salt and black

pepper

’

Topping

30g (1oz) fresh white
breadcrumbs

30g (loz) mature
Cheddar cheese, grated
2 tbsp fresh flat-leaf
parsley, chopped

1 lime, finely grated zest

To Serve
Lemon wedges
Flat-leaf parsley sprigs

q ‘ May2 IIBE @A{
B F %4 3 !ii'c ‘ \

METHOD

Place the salmon fillets

on a lightly oiled baking
sheet and season with salt
and pepper. Spread the soft
cheese on the top of each
fillet keeping it away from
the edges.

Mix together the topping

ingredients, add salt and
black pepper seasoning to
taste, then sprinkle on the top
of each salmon fillet. (This can
be prepared ahead and kept
covered in the refrigerator for
up to 12 hours.)

Pre-heat the oven to 220°C

(425°F, Gas 7) and bake for
15-20 minutes until the salmon
is cooked through and flakes
easily. Garnish with slices of
lemon and fresh parsley.




NEW FOOD MENU, NEW LOOK INSIDE,
COSY SUN TRAP GARDEN AND

From its Newport based clinic, NL Clinic Isle of Wight offer a JUST TWO MINUTES FROM THE
fast and accurate service for fit to fly, test to release and 2/8 i
day tosting, % RED FUNNEL FERRY.
TESTS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 8
Our Services Why choose us? 20% off with this voucher
Fit-to-fly from £69 e Multiple processing times Thursday 5pm-9pm
Test-to-Release from £149 > Pralbesled e Friday lunch 12pm-3pm*

Bring this voucher with you

» Same day available *Until May 31st

Antibody tests from £60
Day 2 & Day 8 tests from £189

L]
L]
o Home test kits from £60
L]
L]

o UKAS accredited laboratory

T: 0330 025 2028 The Victoria Tavern

. | 62 Clarence Road, East Cowes ‘
www.nlcliniciow.co.uk PO32 6ET. Tel: 01983 296472
62 Crocker Street, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 5DA i s BN

MEDITERRANEAN RESTAURANT

PARTIES

Party bookings for small groups available.
Please call for more information

WORKSHOPS

We hope to be welcoming walk in's
and bookings for workshops soon.
Available Workshops are:

Welcome to Cucina
Bar & Restaurant

@ SAND BOTTLES ® WOOD, SLATE & LOOKING
® SLIME MAKING . (EATE L] A taste of Italy & Mediterranean  [L41Z0I08 N0/
@ CERAMIC WOOD & ACRYLIC - WELCOMING
® DREAMCATCHER MAKING LASER CUTTING Cuisine on your doorstep! TR
©® T-SHIRT DESIGN TEL: 01983 641299 OPEN 7 Days a week 17TH MAY

©® WOODEN CRAFT

Takeaway also available
across the West Wight

6 St. James Street, Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 5HE

O caL us VISIT US FACEBOOK
01983 641299 artycraftyparty.com = ArtySuzie

L 01983 761176 & www.cucinaiow.co.uk
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By Amy Shephard

tart in Godshill. If

you're driving, you

can park in the car

park opposite The
Griffin, or if you're coming by
bus, there's a stop just along
the High Street.

You'll find a footpath
behind The Griffin which
heads towards Stenbury Down
(it’s to the right of the pub,
turning left round the back of
the beer garden).

Follow the route through
woodland and farmland
until you reach a set of steep
steps directly in front of
you which head up to the
Worsley Obelisk. This route
1s incredibly steep so if you'd

: “Grade Il listed ornamental
" _gateway was builtinthe late- 18th._
: century of Isle of nght stone as” }

rather avoid the section which
includes the obelisk, take a left
before the steps.

The obelisk was erected in
1774 by Sir Richard Worsley
in memory of Sir Robert

Worsley of Appuldurcombe
House.

In 1831, the obelisk was
struck by lightning and
partially destroyed, before
being restored in 1983.

If you've climbed up to the
obelisk, now head back down
off the downs and rejoin the
path to Godshill.

Continue along the path
until you reach the Freemantle
Gate. This Grade II" listed
ornamental gateway was built
in the late 18th century of Isle
of Wight stone ashlar. It has
Portland stone dressings and

© Crown copyright 20

STENBU
& THE WQIRS
OBELISK

beautiful cast iron gates. Take
a left here.

Now you'll walk along
Godshill Park Road towards
the main road, where you’ll
take another left and head
onwards to the car park where
you started.

There are longer versions
of this walk, which include
Appuldurcombe House.
Simply continue heading
towards Stenbury Down after
the obelisk and follow the path
in a loop to Freemantle Gate.
Allow an extra hour for your
walk if taking this route. @

A ° ' b 7
( \ \ : O ) 4
L A Cemyiilh\ poo, ol (¢ N 4y €
Bridge\[0 2722 ” \Sandford
. Fm } : :
on : ;
/734
’y' NN\
( Bcsudgj
Wwks 2
: 2
\ 'E
o
q PANE-
9 EHE
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Would you like an honest,
reliable and
police checked
cleaner to clean your home?

Typically

\ha Ko BN~
m 3

35 D\D per hour inc.

Then contact us at

TIME FOR YOU

DOMESTIC CLEANING
As Featured on BBC 2's Working Lunch, Ch4's "7

'House Swap' & preferred cleaning supplier i "s\
to CH5’s Cowboy Builders! N
Telephone: D

01983 623 123

iow@timeforyou.co.uk
www.timeforyou.co.uk/iow |

*police checked cleaner upon request

\/

ESIDLISS2

Gifts & Fancy Goods for all occasions

Modestly priced Gold & Silver Jewellery
Silver Plate, Photo Frames, Pens, Trinket Boxes
Watches (Limit, Lorus, Sekonda & Timex)
Clocks (Antique & Moder
s
(Metal & Glas
Free Engraving on items purchased on site (except glass)
Repair Service
Clock, Watch & Jewellery Repairs
Watch Batteries/Straps/Bracelets Supplied & Fitted
Watch Bracelet Alterations - Car Key Fob Ba

- Barometers - Sports Trophies

subject to suitability)

ALL AVAILABLE AT LOW PRICES!

O PUNCTURES & WHEEL BALANCING
O OPEN 8-5.30 MON-FRI & 8-1 SAT
O NO NEED TO BOOK,
JUST TURN UP!
O ACCEPT CASH & CARD
PAYMENTS
O UNIT 4, ALBANY CENTRE,
FOREST ROAD, NEWPORT,
ISLE OF WIGHT PO30 5NB

T: 01983 5290061

1

U %lﬁg
an\;\mh;

Mobile fitting service - call & book a convenient time for you

M: 0//3331/511
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VISIT THE WORLD

njoy a day in the exotic a drink or some food during your resident, you can escape the every day
outdoors, with a trip to day, Ventnor Botanic Garden has and relax in the tranquillity of the
Ventnor Botanic Garden. The Plantation Cafe and Terrace, gardens.
Stroll around the garden's 22-  with panoramic views of the garden Ventnor Botanic Garden's “Get
acre microclimate with plant collections and sea. You can enjoy a VBG Beer, off the path” ethos encourages you to
from South Africa, New Zealand, cake or cream tea, to name a few. Or, explore the many hidden trails, from the
Australia, the Mediterranean Basin and for something more substantial, Secret Gardens to the Dinosaur Plants
Japan. why not head to the edulis for children. VBG is a great base

View the National Collection of half-  Restaurant, with luck the from which to walk the coastal

hearty Puya, the flower within the logo chef'will be presenting path and visit Steephill Cove,
and the inspiration behind naming the what he foraged in the with all day parking included
boutique gift shop, full of locally sourced ~ morning. in your admission to the
and ethically made products. Whether you're garden, it's a no brainer.

For those of you that wish to grab a visitor or an Island #Britainshottestgarden ©

WIN A DAY IN THE GARDEN!

For either two adults or a family of four. Simply answer the following
question via email to win@iwbeacon.com.

Q: Name three countries with native plants found at Ventnor Botanic Garden
Closing date 31st May

May 2021 | BEACON MAGAZINE 11



Jack Up The Summer

Family-friendly retro festival

Jackis BACK! Returning 6th-8th August to North
Fairlee Farm, this popular outdoor event provides the
ideal Summer reunion with friends and family, featuring
feel-good music from the 80s and 90s. Now in its eighth
year, the 2021 line-up features the phenomenal voice
of M People Heather Small, Heaven 17, Strangler's
frontman Hugh Cornwell, Aswad, From The Jam, Dario
G, Phats & Small, Baby D, Queen’s greatest hits with The
Bohemians, Abba Chique, Black Lace, Ska’d For Life and more!
With plenty of green space for everyone to spread out and
tickets available at 2020 prices for a strictly limited time only,

it’s the ultimate pick-me-up weekend
jackupthesummer.co.uk

Book Release: Compton.
From the Skies to the Seas

Retired graphic designer and
photographer, Rosy Burke, has been
missing her regular trips to the West
Wight over the last year.

She usually spends a lot of time in
Brighstone and Hulverstone with her two
sisters. So stuck at home near Banbury,
Oxfordshire, she has been dreaming of
splashing along the beach or climbing
the downs with the blue butterflies. As
a love letter to the landscape, Rosy has

12 BEACON MAGAZINE | JMay 2021

written her first book in poetry prose,
sprinkling the pages with over 140 photos
and 1llustrations that she has gathered
from her West Wight photo library.

In fact it was with one of those photos
of bathers running away from big waves
in Freshwater Bay that she won the
Judges Prize in the BBC Countryfile
Photo Competition in 2005.

Rosy envelopes the landscape, from
the moon, winds and skies, to the tall

To be in with a chance of WINNING A COPY, drop us an email fo win@iwbeacon.com by May 31st.

Charity to
host summer
drive-in

Wessex Cancer Trust’s drive-in
cinema 1s heading to Sandown
Airport this summer.

The event will feature eight epic
blockbusters screened over two days
to raise money for Wessex Cancer
Trust. The films to be screened
on the Saturday are Jurassic Park,
The Greatest Showman, Dirty
Dancing and Bridesmaids while,
on Sunday, The Lion King (2019),
Mamma Mia, Grease and The
Hangover will be shown on a giant
LED screen, with the soundtrack
played through each car radio. The
event will take place with Covid-19
restrictions and social-distancing

downs with distant Atlantic views, the
farm and animal stories, the Military
Road and ancient cliffs, to the ever-
changing beach and the mysterious seas.
She tells fascinating, informative and
funny stories from the local landscape.

The book costs £12, available
from May 3rd from Brighstone
Newsagents, Brighstone Village
Shop and Orchards. £15 inc. p&p
from www.comptoniow.uk.



FEritertainme

Visit iwbeacon.com to see our full events guide

.........

..........

Wight Proms

.........

Festival organisers have said that
they hope the Wight Proms will
take place this summer. The
four-day festival is scheduled to
take place on 19th-22nd August
in the grounds of Northwood

plans 2021 return

MAY 2021

GUIDE

(8

It is hoped that a final
decision will be made in the
coming month as to whether
the Wight Proms can feasibly
go ahead this year, and you can
join the Wight Proms mailing list

Sat 5th & Sun 6th June 2021
Sandown Airport
sat5thjune % 0_33:; :;tt ;‘c:ln"r:ng
10:00 Jurassic Park v, 10! i
s J S, 13:30 Mamma Mia!
i 17:00 Grease

T Danc'mg WESS EX 20:30 The Hangover
20:30 Bridesmaids  aNCER TRUST

Www.wessexcancer.org.u k/even:ldnve-ir\{inema-202 v

indUs@®nWeb
i ICRTOUCH L3 Fidelity SOy Bl

rules in place.

Tickets for each
screening are limited
and are available at
wessexcancer.org.uk/event/
drive-in-cinema-2021.

All money raised will help Wessex
Cancer Trust support Islanders affected
by cancer.

Sarah Millican at
Shanklin Theatre

Comedian, Sarah
Millican, is heading
to Shanklin Theatre
with her new stand-up
show.

On Saturday, July
24th at both 3.30pm
and 7.30pm, she'll
be making audiences
laugh as part of her
sixth international
tour, recalling her
hilarious account of
every day dramas,
including the time
when she lost the tip
of her finger.
shanklintheatre.com

on their website to hear first.

The Wight Proms has hosted a
number of big names since its inaugural
festival in 2018, including musical
theatre divas Ruthie Henshall and
Kerry Ellis, classical stars Aled Jones,
Russell Watson, Blake and Lesley
Garrett, and comedians Omid Djalili,
Shappi Khorsandi and Alan Davies.

House in Cowes, celebrating comedy,
musical theatre, and of course the ‘Last
Wight of the Proms’. It is also hoped
that opera will be making its debut
appearance 1in its own right at the
Wight Proms this year.

Last year, the Wight Proms decided
to go online with three exclusive
concerts, to help support the festival
financially and to offer work to
performers who had otherwise
lost all their income.

The online ‘Wight Proms
At-Home’ concerts are are still
available to watch from the Wight
Proms website:
www.wightproms.co.uk

The 1-hour online concerts
consist of a musical theatre gala
and a vintage proms finale, plus
for the first time at the Wight
Proms, the online series includes
an opera soirée.

ISLAND
minps

VS WEOVAL GEALTT

The Mental
Health Podcast

Isle of Wight based podcast, Island

Minds, aims to normalise conversations
about mental health and provide a platform
for individuals who wish to speak out.

Co-hosted by Hannah Brewer and Tia Jackson, who
say stigma, judgement and misconceptions are still widely
prevalent when it comes to mental-ill health. A fact that
can stand in the way of people seeking help.

Hannah and Tia aren't looking to give out
unqualified advice, but are hopeful that their little
podcast will grow and help towards the call to end
stigma.

The first episode went down really well with listeners,
with great feedback received.

Island Minds can currently be found on Acast,

Apple, Spotify and Amazon music (visit linktr.ee/
islandmindspodcast for more details). You can also follow
Island Minds on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook.

Hannah and Tia aim to produce a podcast at least

once a month.
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EXCEPTIONAL PEOPLE. EXTRAORDINARY CAR a !2 ’

Care in your Home. Tailored to your needs

Our wonderful team can offer you the support you want, when you need it, so you can continue living
from the comfort of your own home. With help from as little as half an hour a week to up to several visits
aday or 24 hour support.

We are a family run business, who employ all our carers locally. As our carers are local, we provide
support to clients in the Cowes, Newport and West Wight areas.

Snowdrops and Rosemary, Gurnard Pines, Cockleton Lane

301983293340 © contact@snowdropsandrosemary.co.uk
® www.snowdropsandrosemary.co.uk

APARTMENT
), REMAINING

Never be short of company agaln

‘Where your neighbours become your friends’

BEAT RIC E Beatrice Court, Hope Road, Shanklin, Isle of Wight, PO36 6FF

COURT LAST CHANCE TO BUY!

Shanklin apartments for the Over 55s - From just £82,500

Enjoying life in a new home at Beatrice Court is more affordable than you think!

With low maintenance, well-equipped apartments available to move into, your living costs are likely to be much lower.
That's because there are no gas or water bills to worry about, plus management fees are as low as £36 per week.

OUR LAST APARTMENT IS ON THE GROUND FLOOR WITH ACCESS TO OUTSIDE SPACE!

o Call Philip, Ellen or Emily now at Hose Rhodes Dickson 01983 862147  sounioyoury 48

Rhodes . i
Dickson www.beatricecourt.co.uk CaptivaHomes
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DIRECTORS

Isle of Wight

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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’ FUNERAL .
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Cremation S

"

Affordable Direct Cremations
Located on the Isle of Wight for the Isle of Wight

Brought to you from an Independent Funeral Directors with nearly 200 years of experience looking
after famllles on the Island We are the onIy funeral dlrectors based on the

How does it work?

Direct cremation is an affordable alternative to
a traditional funeral. It separates the cremation
from the funeral ceremony. The cremation takes
place without any service at the crematorium,
and without mourners or a minister present.

What'’s the difference between a direct
cremation and a traditional funeral?

A direct cremation separates the celebration

of life from the cremation. The cremation takes
place without anyone present allowing you and
your family the freedom to celebrate your loved
one at a time, place and venue of your choice.
We carry out this service in the same dignified,
professional way as we would do for any funeral
that we undertake. The simple nature of a direct
cremation is reflected in the price.

How much does a direct cremation cost?

We have two options to choose from:-

® Our ‘Island Way’ is £1,695.00, this is for
a direct cremation at the Isle of Wight
Crematorium

® Our ‘Wessex Way’ is £1,495.00, this is for a
direct cremation at a mainland crematorium.

We offer this option for families that would like
to take advantage of the savings that mainland
crematoriums offer. We then pass this saving
onto families. Both these options are all
inclusive with no hidden additional costs;
unlike mainland providers who charge
additionally for ferry fares.

Golden Charte\r/s&

1y

Can | get help with the cremation costs?

Yes if you are in receipt of benefits you may be
entitled to a payment of up to £1,000 from the
Department of Work & Pensions, so we advise
contacting them to enquire.

Why Choose it?

® Less expensive than a traditional funeral

@ It allows you the freedom & flexibility to focus
on celebrating a life well lived.

® Freed up from the cremation it opens up
the options for venues and times, even
weekends, to hold your celebration.

® A simple and easy to arrange process

What'’s the difference between Isle of Wight
Direct Cremation and a mainland provider?

® To start with we are based here on the Island.

We can promptly take your loved
one into our care without the need for
travelling over by ferry involving lengthy
and distressing delays.

® We usually meet you face to face either
at our island offices or in the comfort of your
own home, but due to current restrictions
of social distancing we can make all
arrangements on the telephone

® Mainland providers courier the ashes back
to you whereas we provide a more personal
service by returning them to you at home,
or you can come into either our Bembridge
or East Cowes office.

® We are locals too and understand the
local community.

located on the Isle of Wight for the Isle of Wight

Affordable Direct Cremation - All inclusive, no hidden costs
Separate the Cremation from the Celebration

www.isleofwightdirectcremation.co.uk /I info@isleofwightdirectcremation.co.uk [ £}

of nght dedlcate

Who is Isle of Wight Direct Cremation?

We are independent family funeral directors
based here on the Isle of Wight. We are the
Isle of Wight’s longest running established
undertakers.

We have offices based in Bembridge & East
Cowes so you can come in, or call us on
632598 or even visit us on line at

www isleofwightdirectcremation.co.uk.
With over 190 years of experience we are on
hand to make a difficult time easier.

Do you offer pre paid direct cremation

funeral plans?

We get asked this question a lot and the answer
is, Yes! Often people like to get their affairs in
order to avoid expense being left to their loved
ones at a distressing time. Our plan holders often
tell us that this can be a big weight off their mind.

A pre paid funeral plan offers total security.
There are flexible payment options too. We use
Golden Charter pre paid funeral plans as they
allow you to pay at today’s prices and avoid
rising costs.

Who is Golden Charter?

Golden Charter is the UK’s market leader for
providing pre paid funeral plans to Independent
Funeral Directors since 1989. Your funds are
safe and are placed into The Golden Charter
Trust. The Trust will pay out for every plan that
pays into it.

Direct Cremations
starting from £1,495.00

Pre paid funeral
plans from £1,750.00

Call us on:
01983 632598



Sstorsdd
MEMORIALS

Bespoke, Traditional and Contemporary Memorials
Crafted in Natural Stone, Granite & Marble.
Additional Inscriptions & Renovations.

Contact: Jason French

Join Our Tel: 01983 866495
EXpa nd i ng Te am ! www.islandmemorials.co.uk  islandmemorials@gmail.com

Providing A Complete Monumental Masonry Service
to the Island Community

VENTNOR |

MOBILITY °

CENTRE ,
£ Regain your independence... pcl-,EJ;

Contact Clare for more information
and to book an interview

AN Tel: 01983 641815

Agents for scooters, rise/recline chairs,
stairlifts and all available mobility aids

FREE HOME SURVEY - We also Buy and Sell
- Can’t come to us, we’ll come to you! PRE-BOOKED
Unit 4, Old Station Road, Off Mitchell Avenue, APPOINTMENTS
Old Station / Tunnel, Ventnor PO38 1DX ONLY 1O AVOID

Tel: 01983 855545 DISAPPOINTMENT

3 Whittingham Place
The Avenue, Freshwater
PO40 9UR

sl e o S ’ " Bo you need assistance
and support that can really make a to have the v' uality of
life that'you deserve?

- e

difference to your life.

Services we offer include:
Personal care, medication, shopping,

help around the house, going in/out - v “M
of hospital, specialised needs, - s

companionship, holiday/mainland
assistance, day sits, sleep-ins, 24/7

care/assistance. Don’t just think

We can visit you to discuss what care - SAY care
you require, under no obligation and NOW

plan a way forward that suits your

requirements. All staff are police RECRUITING
checked and fully insured. CQC

‘FN v
g "?ﬁ‘“j-»‘,«"»; .

registered.
For a full price list or further information please contact:
@ Say Care Limited Telephone: 01983 716686
Liber Libera, Liberum Email: saycal'elimited@gmail.com
Afton Road, Freshwater (opposite garden centre) www.saycare.co.uk
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Island Home Care

www.islandhomecare.co.uk

Where would you want to live if you needed help and assistance in your life?
Given the choice, many of us would answer without hesitation: “At home”.

Island Home Care brings skilled
care and support to those who
prefer to stay in familiar
surroundings while receiving
tailored assistance.

e Privately funded care as an
alternative to general home care
placements.

* An holistic approach to the
provision of professional care at
home.

e Our mission is to ensure the
dignity and self worth of our
clients, and give each an excellent
quality of life in their own home.

“Thank you and your
team for all your
kindness and care
looking after my wife
so well. Without your
help she would have
been in a Care home
for months.”

To discuss your particular requirements, get in touch on 07958 002508

All staff are fully accredited with DBS clearance and Public Liability Insurance.

TRAINEES
\WANTED NOW!-

Vacancies with these and many other
leading businesses across the Island

9 T &
o) %
NEEBLES G <39Miro™ BLACKSHEEP
.-,‘Lm Pk ( e o & many more.

Discover the fast way into a dream career today.

It's a fantastic new opportunity for 16-24 year-olds to
get the skills and work experience needed to progress
into a genuine full-time job with an Apprenticeship.
Providing valuable experience with a great employer,
combined with expert campus-based or virtual tuition
to gain qualifications and develop confidence.

Apply at: htp.ac.uk/traineeships

or call 01983 533926 or email: traineeships@htp.ac.uk

Faster way into work than a traditional college course
Choose from a wide range of vacancies

Hands-on experience in a real workplace

Real qualifications + English & Maths support
Tailored programme for each trainee

NO tuition fees

Training allowances and bonuses available®

S HTP oiiEcE

*subject to trainee and vacancy circumstances
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HISTORY

n opening day they had
to borrow money from a
friend so they had enough
money for a float in the
till.

Carole took up front of house in
the shop, while Ray worked in the tiny
bakehouse, with some help from Ray's
parents. They crossed their fingers and
hoped it would work.

At the time, the couple's four
children were just 17, 13 and three (twin
daughters). Often Ray would have to
sleep on a camp bed at work instead of
travelling home to their rented house in
Totland.

Ray had been baking since the age
of 15. Something which incredibly
started off as a bet! Ray and his school
friend Jimmy had a bet on who could
get a job first. They stood outside the
milk depot and asked the staff if they
needed a hand. Jimmy got the job, so Ray
carried on walking down the road and
went into a local bakers, Rose's Fresh Bake
and Mr Rose gave him a job cleaning
and greasing the tins. He learned a lot
from Mr Rose and was inspired to go to
bakery college after leaving school. Mr
Rose even turned up to watch Ray give
presentations at college, something that
Ray remembers fondly.
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Ray and Carole Redr
opened Grace's Bakery
on Ryde High Street in
1997. It was a big gamble
as they sold their own
house to transform the

old Duffetts shop into
a bakery cafe.

soon head-hunted by an international
company. Working as a bakery specialist
he travelled all over the country to help
new bakeries start up and solve problems
for established ones. They soon had their
second child (David) in South Africa.
After a few years out there Ray got into

a 'disagreement' with someone trying to
steal his car outside his house. He lost the
argument when the gentlemen decided to
shoot him! He survived, but they decided
it was time for the family to go back
home to the UK.

Once home, Ray started up a bakery
business of his own. He ended up having
bakeries around Essex and West London.

Ray's mother suggested that he move
to the Isle of Wight. Ray's family was
from the Island but moved to Essex. So,

Ray took a trip down to Ryde and
: sat in town observing shoppers'
habits. He was fortunate
to meet Fred Ward, the
owner of Duffets. So, they
2 sold their house in Essex,
ferried the kids down to
the Island and used the
money to start Grace's!
Around four years after
setting up shop in Ryde, the
family were opening up their
second shop in Newport Pyle
Street.
"I still have a very distinct memory
of sitting on the floor playing with tiles
watching my dad stick them to the walls,"

Sarah outside Ryde shop in 1997
and right, in 2017

Ray met Carole at
just 15 years old, and
they got married at the
age of 18. After having their
first son, Daniel, they moved to
South Africa where Ray worked as a
bakery manager for Pick and Pay. He was



. Grace Taylor
(Grace's Namesake)
-

said daughter Sarah. "You can still see
the tiny burgundy tiles in our Newport
Shop!"

As the business grew, Ray convinced
the owner of the building in Ryde, Fred
Ward, to let them expand the bake house
further back. The building had been in
Fred's family for a long time and used to
be a working mill. They still have lots of
the old equipment today in their offices
and the pully systems from the third floor
down are still visible.

Fred would go and sit in the bakery at
the end of the day and chat to the twins
while they waited for their mum to finish
cleaning up.

"We'd often run up to his house and
leave him a loaf of bread on the doorstep.
After he sadly passed away my parents
bought the building and found all of the
things he had been collecting over the
years including really old vans and cars!"

Ray named the bakery after his nan,
Grace Taylor, a woman who he has lots
of fond memories of, from his childhood.
She spent her life in service, working in

large houses in London cleaning
and waiting on the owners.

"She didn't have an easy life
and experienced a lot of hardships.
So, Dad wanted to remember her
by naming the bakery after her,"
said Sarah. "After all, we are in
service to the people of the Isle of
Wight too."

Today, three generations of
family members work at Grace's Bakery.
Ray and Carole have been joined by their
sons, Daniel (Operations Director) and
David (Sales Director), their daughter
Jodie (Human Resources) and her
husband Jacob (Trainee Operations
Manager/Baker) and daughter Sarah
(Marketing Manager).

Ray's brothers Derek (Head Baker)
and Mark (Packer), niece, Kirsty and
grandson, Dylan.

The family outside the newest
shop on Newport High Street

HISTORY

Their longest serving staff member,
Collette 1s a familiar face for a lot of
people in Ryde and has been managing
the Ryde Shop for over 20 years.

She's watched the four children grow
up. "I remember her sitting me and
Jodie down in the cafe after school and
getting us to fold napkins and cake boxes
to keep up busy. And when we turned 13
she started training us on Saturdays to
work in the shop."

Grace's Bakery now has six shops
across the Island, over 60 staff members
and over 60 wholesale customers. They
supply St Mary's Hospital, Wightlink,
Co-ops, Central Stores and lots of
wonderful local businesses. And they
deliver to Islander's homes Island-wide,
five days a week.

They started a home delivery service
in March 2020 after lots of regular
customers asked for help getting their
essential shopping during lockdown.
Within a week they had made an online
shop and website from scratch, despite
not having a proper website before.

Ray and Carole's son Daniel studied
computer science at university and put
his skills to good use.

Grace's has had people ordering
from as far away as Canada and
Australia to get gifts sent to their family
on the Island.

"The best feeling is when someone
opens the door to you, you tell them
it's a gift from their son/daughter/
grandchild/brother/sister etc and their
face lights up!"

For these efforts, Grace's won the
Customer Service Award at the 2020
Bakery Industry Awards: "We've never
even been nominated before...so to have
won a whole category was amazing! We
also won Best COVID-19 Response
Award at the 2020 National Best Small
Shops Awards." ®
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Funeral Plans from William Hall INTRODUCTION

OFFER

by 10%

A N\ OFF BANNERS

QUOTE RAVEN10
WIDE FORMAT

Independent Funeral Directors
Planning ahe:

neacejof mind

A funeral plan provides peace of mind for you and those you care ahout. You make
the arrangements in advance, specify your wishes and take care of the costs.

We recommend funeral plans from Golden Charter, the UK's largest independent
plan provider. With a Golden Charter plan you’'ll benefit from:

@ Paying at today’s prices for a service you may not require for many years

® A guarantee of nothing more to pay for our services

o A choice of a range of plans — with the option to personalise your own
o The reassurance that your wishes will be carried out, sparing your loved ones BANNERS
uncertainty and distress POSTERS
Taking out a funeral plan is one of the most thoughtful decisions CANVAS PRINTS
you could make. DIGITAL WALLPAPER
;u;] llli:: ::tnl:lg:ﬁ::lnt Golden Charter funeral plans from William Hall, please return the coupon below, &8’ VINYL STICKERS
m\rflersngs Initial: Surname: O’t DIGITAL PRINTING
- LEAFLETS
= : BUSINESS CARDS
e tor Read, Newehuren e ot wiomtrozoo 1@l 01983 868638 NCR
EHE o BOOKLETS
gy Golden Charte\% g STATIONERY
AUTHORITY Funeral Plans

4
([
REGISTERED e

£150 of M&S Vouchers 5=
Awarded to every new Golden Charter Funeral Plan taken out between 1st May to the
31st May 2021 with William Hall Independent Funeral Directors, Sunnybrow,

Winford Road, Newchurch PO36 0JX. www.williamhallfuneraldirectors.com

Call our IOW Team on

01983 450 023

Home Care Yow can- 'l-ru.s{'

We believe that home is where the heart is.

We are passionate about maintaining your
independence so you can continue to enjoy the
comfort and security of your home.

From personal care to domestic visits, our carers can
provide everything you need to remain independent
at home with your loved ones.

Prime Care

Visit www.apexprimecare.org for more information
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Vehicle 34
Consulting

| Looking for a
;new car or van?

Th%l;other way...
We can rce and deliver any make or model of new

vehicle to your door, with multiple finance options.

Cars, Vans or Electric
Personal, Business or Fleet

gehicle$5= THE ISLAND’S LEASING AND FINANCE SPECIALIST
onsulting

For the latest offers and more details,
visit vehicleconsultingsolent.com
or call 01983 632 562.

|
8 (.
< |
S 1
o % |
o

>

.

Esplanade

= Approved

Every used car is covered by the Esplanade Approved Used charter, where
customer peace of mind is at its heart. When buying from Esplanade every
used car comes with all of these unique benefits:

@ Comprehensive multi-Point Workshop Check

@ 2 Months Unlimited Mileage Warranty

@ All service requirements met - no need for another for at least 6 months
@ 12 Months Roadside Assistance Cover - Including mainland UK & Europe
@ Recall check - any previous manufacturer recall requirements completed
@ Tyre check - at least 3mm of remaining tread

@© Brake pads check - no more than 70% worn down

@ HPI-cleared - no outstanding finance or insurance write-offs

@ Expert Flexible Finance Advice - access to a range of funders and products
@ Value My Car - with our online part exchange valuation

@ 5-Star Premium Valet

@ A unique 30-day no quibble exchange

We are confident that we can find the right car for you.

O 01983 523232 ® esplanade.co.uk

ST HELENS SERVICE STATION

ALL MAKES SERVICE & DIAGNOSTICS

Factory level diagnostics & services for BMW, Volvo, Peugeot, Citroen and Renault
Genuine parts supplied for Jaguar, Land Rover and Porsche

Embankment Road, Bembridge P035 SNS. Tel. 01983 872332 or 07920 224181
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NEWS FROM YOUR AREA

News from Cowes West
by Cllr Paul Fuller

I
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COWES/ GURNARD SEAFRONT
PARKING CHARGES: | am advised
meters are not now due to be
installed until after 4th June. | have

SCHOOL  HIGHWAY  SAFETY:
Following an incident involving a
child being hit by a vehicle outside
Gurnard  School, please drive

I
i
i

:

again contacted the council leader
requesting a rethink on proposals.
BARING  ROAD  PLANNING
APPLICATIONS: My grateful thanks
to the IW Planning Committee who
supported myself, local residents
and Gurnard's Neighbourhood Plan
in refusing the proposal to develop
on the green 'gap’ between Cowes
and Gurnard. In the meantime
proposals to increase the size of The
Dottens development were refused
by planners.

ESCOOTERS: Given recent
feedback and residents concerns
over safety and the lawful use of
scooters, Cowes Town Council have
followed up issues and have asked
to 'virtually" meet with Beryl, the
e-scooter operator.

ENERGY  SUPPLIES: With
OFGEM's price cap for energy
bills set to increase, residents
are being urged to consider
switching suppliers, for details
visitt  www.moneysavingexpert.
com and  www.uswitch.com

(and park) safely outside schools.
Because of this, it seems inevitable
that further restrictions will follow
sooner rather than later.

GURNARD GREEN: Overfilled litter
bins were reported to the IW Council
and in response, I've increased
signage. Please avoid overfilling
bins and if you can take your rubbish
home please don't hesitate to do so.
MORNINGTON CAR  PARK:
Dialogue continues regarding this
car park. From my perspective,
| have asked the IW Council to
consider transferring the car park to
Cowes Town Council.

GURNARD  BEACH: Following
occurrences of residents getting
stuck in blue slipper and by high
tides, a request was made to the
IW Council to increase signage
between Gurnard Sailing Club and
Gurnard Marsh.

O 289595/ 07935 090 835

paulfulleriw@gmail.com

Printed by Beacon Magazine, 8-10 Dodnor Park,
Newport, P030 5XE and promoted by Paul
Fuller of 45 Oxford Street, Cowes. PO318PT.
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Hospital parking remains

By Oliver Dyer

Parking at St Mary's Hospital
remains free says the Isle of
Wight NHS Trust, despite
patient letters claiming
otherwise.

The Trust told Isle of Wight
Radio that free parking is not
going anywhere for now.

Letters sent to some patients
warned of parking charges across
the hospital's car parks.

A line in one letter sent out in

free despite letters

April, reads:

"Car parking charges are
in operation on the St Mary's
Hospital site, please allow
sufficient time before the stated
appointment time for parking."

Free parking was
implemented during the
coronavirus pandemic for both
visitors and staff. The Trust
said patients will be informed at
least a month in advance before
charges are restored.

ISLAND

Fully insured

4t FRONTROW
°> GROUNDWORKS 28yrs experience

WIDE Reliable!

Fencing

The Beast
Must Die to
air in May

By Oliver Dyer

Isle of Wight-filmed thriller
The Beast Must Die will air

of Islanders land roles as
extras, courtesy of the Island
People Agency.

Watch the trailer for the
Isle of Wight-based series at
iwbeacon.com.

The stellar cast includes
Bafta, Golden Globe & Emmy
nominated Jared Harris
(Chernobyl, The Crown, Mad

Removed - Repaired - Replaced

late in May, it's been revealed. Men) and Cush Jumbo OBE

All types of fencing undertaken

Quality materials used - FREE quotes

A new trailer has also been
released by streaming service
Britbox.

The series was shot at a
total of 69 Island locations last
year. Those included Ryde,
East Cowes, Freshwater and
Yarmouth. It also saw hundred

(pictured in Ryde with Islander
Christopher Jackson, below).
The first two episodes of
the five-part thriller will be
available on the streaming
service from May 27th. A
further three episodes will be
shown weekly on Thursdays.

Call Andy 07817 979501
or 01983 863348

frgworks@icloud.com

PLUS Landscaping - Turfing - Driveways - Pathways - Decking
- Drainage - Tree & Hedge maintenance & removals
- Footings - Garden walls - Guttering

BRITBO

SIMUSTOE

The Beast Must Die premieres 27th May on BritBox

THE
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Reconnected with Southampton

By lona Stewart-Richardson

Red Funnel's Red Jet timetable has
expanded and the Quayconnect bus has
been reinstated — in line with the easing
of lockdown.

The Red Jet service has returned to
all-day coverage, offering customers 12
departures from each side of the Solent,
Monday to Friday and 11 departures on
weekends.

From West Cowes, sailings will
depart every 80 minutes between 06:15
and 20:55 Monday to Friday, and
between 07:35 and 20:55 on weekends.
From Southampton, sailings will depart

every 80 minutes between 05:35 and
20:15 Monday to Friday, and between
06:55 and 20:15 on weekends.

Red Funnel's Quayconnect bus
service has been reinstated — which
offers transport from its Southampton
Red Jet terminal at Town Quay, taking
passengers into the city with stops
including West Quay Shopping Centre
and Southampton Central Train Station.

The Quayconnect will remain
available to all Red Jet passengers
as normal and will be free of any
additional charge. Bus times will align
with Red Jet departures/arrivals times
and offer full coverage with
the exception of picking up
passengers departing West
Cowes at 19:35 and 20:55
or dropping off passengers
departing Southampton at
05:35 or 20:15.

By law, face coverings
continue to be mandatory for
all travellers, except in specific
cases of exemption as outlined
by the government.

For FAQs and more information
visit www.redfunnel.co.uk

NEWS FROM YOUR AREA

News from
Central Newport
by ClIr Julie Jones-Evans

It's been so good to see so many people returning to
Newport to shop and get their long overdue haircuts!
Businesses in Newport are thrilled to welcome people
back and seeing people having catch ups in the square
and park over a coffee is a lovely sight.

The Government have announced the Welcome
Back Fund which places can spend on making their
town centres more desirable, such as creating more
seating, more planting, markets etc as a temporary
feature to kick start the come back. The Island has been
allocated £191k but we are still awaiting the detail on
how it can be spent.

Ideas | have are to take over one of the empty large
units in town for a few months to trial an indoor market
and food court to support new businesses and those
looking to grow, more planting, a car free day with
entertainmentand play streets, a bigger Christmas Fair
and lights. Ifyou have any ideas please let me know.

Justone update on the return of the Post Office they
will now consider offering two or three smaller post
offices instead of a main post office counter, which may
prove to be more attractive to an existing business and
more convenient for customers. Rest assured I'm not
letting up on getting this matter resolved, Newport
must have a post office!

O 521068/ 07886437688

© julie.jones-evans@iow.gov.uk

Printed by Beacon Magazine, 8-10 Dodnor Park, Newport, P030 5XE and
promoted by Julie Jones-Evans 53 Victoria Road, Newport, P030 2HB

New Bereavement Support
Helpline from Mountbatten

Mountbatten Isle =
of Wight has
opened a new
Bereavement
Support Helpline
available to all
those across the Isle
of Wight who have
been bereaved.

Bereavement is a natural
response following the death
of a person you have loved or
cared for. The death of a friend
or relative can be devastating
and, at times, seem unbearable.

As part of the psychology
and bereavement service
provided by Mountbatten,
trained and supported
volunteers will be offering a
listening ear to those who are
bereaved and anyone who
feels they would want to talk to
someone. As well as listening the
volunteers will be signposting
individuals to other services
depending on the nature of the
calls they receive.

Jane Hazeldine,
Mountbatten’s Director of
Director of Psychosocial Care

Note: The views expressed in councillor columns are personal and do not necessarily represent those of the corresponding town and parish councils or Beacon Magazine.

says: “Dealing with a
. bereavement can be
* devastating. You may
react by feeling angry,
’ sad or guilty. It can
7 affect your memory,
concentration, motivation,
thoughts and beliefs.
Sometimes it can help to talk
to someone who is independent
and trained to listen to, and
support you. I'm grateful to the
volunteers who have signed up
to help provide this important
listening service.”

The service is available
between 10 am — midnight,
seven days a week on 01983-
217297. The new Bereavement
Support Helpline replaces the
Keep Connected Line set up at
the start of the pandemic.
Anyone interested in
volunteering with the
Bereavement Support
Helpline can find out more
by telephoning Sally on
01983-217368 or visit
www.mountbatten.org.
uk/bereavement-support-
volunteer

Victoa Antiques
ankiin

Do you have any unwanted
gold jewellery or broken pieces?
What about silver?
Trays, pots or heavy chains gathering dust?
We also take pre 1947 silver coins
which at present are very high prices.

Call us for a quote. We can pay you by cash,
BACS, paypal or cheque.

Our safe environment shop has everything in place.

Monday to Fridays 10am - 3pm
50a Regent Street, Shanklin
Tel: 01983 863632
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NEWS FROM YOUR AREA

News from Cowes Medina
by Cllr Lora Peacey-Wilcox

Veteran fundraises for
Ectopic Pregnancy Trust

HRH PRINCE PHILIP: | met Prince
Philip on a number of occasions.
He was funny and quick witted; we
shared ajoke ortwo. My heart goes to
Her Majesty The Queen and the Royal
Family at this time.

DISABILITY ACCESS: | am delighted
that | have been able to assist with
ramps going in at Maxted Close. An
absolute necessity. Thanks to the
resident that raised the issue and
thanks to Island Roads for acting
swiftly.

PAVEMENT PARKING: | have been
contacted by a young girl who is
partially sighted. She is having a
number of issues accessing roads
due to pavement parking. | know for
some itis the only option, but please
can you ensure a double buggy width
is kept.

UNEMPLOYED: Over 18? Want or
need to update or advance your
employability skills? Over 13 weeks
you have support and training
on health, employability, digital
inclusion, finance and work ethic and
attitude. Please call 01794522106 or
email Dave Logan on d.logan.rcs@
gmail.com

VACCINATION CARDS: | have been
informed these are not necessary.
Your doctors have all the information
stored with them. The new 'possible

passport cards’ are something quite
different.

COWES WEEK: Is going ahead
this year. Sat 31st July-6th Aug. No
fireworks at this time. No red arrows.
Limited access to parade activities
during the evenings. Enjoy the week
and stay safe!

PANDEMIC MEMORIAL: | am
pleased the town council agreed
that we should have a memorial, in
Cowes, for those who have passed
during Covid. We are progressing
the memorial stone. More details to
follow.

STRUGGLING? ~ With  finances,
emotions, housing, food, pets?
Please do not sit and worry. Pick
up the phone to our incredible
Citizens Advice team in Newport.
0800 144 8848 9-5 Mon-Fri. www.
citizensadviceiw.org.uk. They are
even on Facebook and you can
message that way.

Once again, thanks for your support
over the past 22 years that | have
been writing articles and keeping
you informed in one way or another!
Take care, be kind to each other.

® 645765 © lora08@sky.com
Printed by Beacon Magazine, 8-10 Dodnor Park,
Newport, P030 5XE and promoted by L Peacey
Wilcox, 29 Pallance Rd, Cowes, PO31 8LW.

By lona Stewart-
Richardson

An HM Armed
Forces veteran
1s walking the
Island’s coastal
paths for a
cause close to
him and his
wife’s heart
— The Ectopic
Pregnancy Trust.
Steve Smith, who
lives in Totland, wants
to give something back to the
charity that supported him and
his wife Rebecca — after she had
an Ectopic pregnancy three and
half years ago.
Steve, who now works for
the police in Newport will start
walking around the Island on
Saturday, May 8th — aiming to
finish on the day his baby was
due to be born — May 10th.
Steve said: “The Ectopic
Pregnancy Trust helped us a
lot when we were initially going
through the early stages

A

the

._—

electric shop

Open Mon-Sat 8.30am-4.30pm

Bosch Hotpoint
Beko Phillips
Creda Samsung
Whirlpool

Dimplex & more...

Vacuum Repair Service

Home Appliance

Spares

Cookers

Refrigeration

Home Laundry

Henry Vacuums

Microwaves

VISA @” Orchard Street « Newport * Tel: 01983 522420

Now located in new larger premises

(behind Newport bus station)
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of bereavement. Internet
advice, guidance on how we
should be feeling and what
we should expect to feel and
ways to move forward as
well.”

Steve, who has done
fundraisers similar
previously, will start the

éieve Smith and his wife
‘Rebetta and daughter
tonstance

walk from Cowes and
aim to stop off and
camp overnight in
b I'reshwater and
near Sandown.
To practise,
Steve, who
was in the
military police
for 22 years, has
been carrying
his 17-month-old
daughter Constance on
his back!

Steve said: “Because of the
ectopic pregnancy, my wife and
I got told the only way we could
have a child together was to go
through the IVF route. We ended
up having five failure rounds in
Germany — because I was part
of the forces at the time. The only
option was to go down to Prague
for the sixth try and we did that
expecting closure and it not to
work — but thankfully it did!”

You can sponsor Steve at
www.gofundme.com/f/walk-
round-the-wight

Cowes

Newport
.

) Yarmouth ~*Shalfleet
o Freshwater Bay 7
= O .
j’shanklln
vérggﬂj
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Dance and gymnastics
business, The
Starlight Boutique,
has been so successful e
over the last decade,
that it's now looking
for a permanent studio,
in Newport.

The owner has submitted
plans to make a unit at Barry
Way, Newport Business Park
The Starlight Boutique's
permanent home.

In plans submitted to the
IW Council, the unit could
be transformed to contain
two dance studios as well as a
dedicated ballet studio.

been teaching youngsters on

o THE

3 Starlight

BOUTIQUE

The Starlight Boutique has

Dedicated dance studio
could open in Newport

the Island for more than
nine years. Owner,
Mary Bowdery said:

"I want to create a safe
space for our students, a
hub where dancers and
gymnasts can learn and
advance. We want to be able to
help those students who want a
future in this industry achieve
their goals."

The business specialises in
dance for all ages and abilities,
and teaches more than 300
children and adults in over 40
classes each week. Mary said:
"Having our own venue would
mean we could increase this to
around 50 classes upwards, on
a weekly basis."

Note: The views expressed in councillor columns are personal and do not necessarily represent those of the corresponding town and parish councils or Beacon Magazine.



NEWS FROM YOUR AREA

Socialise with Age UK's
free virtual workshops

 Ldd, TR
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Platform One launch post-16
Music Technology course

Platform One College of
Music keeps going from
strength to strength, with
results significantly above
national benchmarks for the
last 20 years.

And now Platform One
1s delighted to announce the
introduction of a brand-new
Level 3 Music Technology
Extended Diploma —
starting in September.

The full-time two year
programme is designed
as an alternative to A
Levels in a sixth
form setting,
offering real life
music industry
experience.

Despite the
global pandemic,
the world of
creating music has
never been busier,
or such a viable
career pathway.

Education Director,
David Pontin said:

“There has never
been a better time to be
a working in the creative
industries. You only need to
consider the amount of new
digital platforms, channels,
websites, games and content
that all require music. This
exciting course is right at
the heart of the new music
industry.”

The Extended Diploma
offers all things music
technology including studio
recording, creating music
for film, television and
games, music production
and live events. Students

There has
never been a
better time to
be a working
in the creative
industries

will also study video editing,
marketing and promotion.

Year two of the
course allows students to
specialise on their own
individual project, linked
closely to progression into
employment or higher
education.

Film and Games
Composer and Patron of
Platform One, Andy Gray
said: “It is great news that
Platform One are launching
a brand-new production and
music technology
course. [ have
been composing
music for films,
television and
games for many
years now —
this 1s a serious
career path and
opportunities
are constantly
growing. Platform One have
such incredible connections
with the actual industry
and that makes what is
taught relevant to long term
careers.”

Potential students do
not have to play a musical
instrument, however must
have a passion for music
production.

The study programmme
1s equivalent to three full
A Levels — so is ideal for
progression to university
degrees.

For more information
or to make an application
for September 2021
please email study®@
platformone.org

By lona Stewart-Richardson

Free activities are on offer to
give Islanders the chance to
socialise again after COVID.

In a bid to boost wellbeing,

charity Age UK IW wants
to support people to make

connections, regain social skills

and develop new networks.

Each week they will deliver

an exercise class or a similar
activity to encourage us to get
active.

The themes of the sessions
will vary each week, covering
aspects of heritage, wildlife,
poetry, and creative writing,
to name but a few, so that
their audience will be keeping
their brains active by learning
something new.

The programme will build
from an initial three sessions
each week, depending on
uptake.

Sessions are available via
Zoom and you can also watch

at your leisure on Age UK Isle
of Wight’s YouTube channel.

Age UK IW’s Digital
Inclusion Project offers one to
one support for those who may
need it to get online to join their
virtual activities programme.

They offer a technology
borrowing service for those
who do not have any access to
technology but would like to get
involved.

For more info visit bit.ly/
AUKIWactivities or call Kelly
on 525282,

LEMILEC.

Lemlec Are Recruiting!

The growth of our business is lightning
fast... And now we need bright sparks

to join our expanding team!

WE ARE LOOKING FOR...

Experienced Mechanical
Operations Manager

2 x Fully qualified electricians

ssssssss
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

he management work

alongside local authorities

such as social services and the

CCG. They also support a
number of clients from the private sector.
Some may be part funded by the local
authorities, while others are able to cover
their own costs.

Because Care at Home believes their
cared-for people should have the best
care possible, staff are given set days of
working and the same clients every week.
This allows the person receiving care to
have regular contact with the same staff.
The company believes a personal touch
makes the care special for the individual
— and building a relationship between
cared-for person and carer can provide a
bond of reassurance and trust, making it
comfortable for all involved. If you have
a query regarding care for a loved one,
please email info@careathomeiow.
co.uk or call 01983 216400.
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Quality Care from
CARE AT HOME

Family-oriented company, Care at Home, is run by a professional,
local team — and has been providing community based care
across the Isle of Wight for over 10 years.

Care at Home also prides itself on a
level of training that ensures the whole
care team are fully up to date with the
latest knowledge, methods and abilities
expected in the care industry. A specialist
training department and on-site facility
help the team keep its high level of
quality maintained at all times. In-house
trainers and an audit and monitoring
team provide assurance that the quality
will never drop. And where necessary,
additional training programmes are
added. The training department is based
in the centre of the Island, in Newport, to
provide ease of access for everyone.

This educational facility is now also
extending its welcome to other companies
across the Island. Care at Home has

enhanced its training department to be
able to accommodate external parties.
With an even wider range of courses from
Care, to First Aid, Health and Safety, and
more, the company can now offer this to
any individual or company that believes it
has a need, at highly competitive prices.
A recent leaflet drop has distributed
the offer to schools, holiday parks, care
homes and domiciliary care companies.
Should any Personal Assistant wish
to update their qualifications or gain
new ones, or any companies want to
learn about training their teams, then
don’t hesitate to contact the Care at
Home training team on training@
careathomeiow.co.uk. They will be
happy to discuss your requirements. &




TRAINING COURSES

All Half Day Courses 09.00-13.30
Price (per person) £45

Basic First Aid including AED Level 2 for
Healthcare Professionals

Behaviours that Challenge Level 2
Communication & Information
Handling (GDPR)

Dementia Awareness

Diabetes Awareness

Diet, Nutrition & Hydration Level 2
DSENDU operator Safety Level 2

Duty of Candour

End of Life

Fire Safety Awareness Level 1

Fire Safety Principles Level 2

(Fire Warden/Marshall)

First Aid at Work Annual Refresher
(suitable for Teachers/ Playground Staff/
Dentists/Health & Social care staff)

Food Hygiene Level 1

Food Hygiene Level 2 (including exam)
Health & Safety Principles in the Workplace
Level 1 & Level 2

Infection Control Level 1

Infection Control Level 2 for Dentists &
Health Care Workers

All Day Courses 09.00-16.30
See below for prices
One-day First Aid £65 per person

Two-day First Aid £120 per person
Three-day First Aid £180 per person

Care Certificate - covered
over 5 days
(please contact us for prices)

All 15 standards covered:

Awareness of Mental Health,
Dementia & Learning Disabilities.

Basic Life Support
Communication

Duty of Care

Equality & Diversity
Fluids & Nutrition
Handling Information
Health & Safety

Infection Prevention
& Control

Person Centred Care
Privacy & Dignity

Safeguarding Adults

Safeguarding Children

Learning Disabilities Awareness

Understand Your Role

Lone Workers Level 2

Your Personal Development

MCA & Dols
Medication Awareness Level 1
Medication Awareness Level 2

Mental Health Level 1

Moving & Assisting of People - Refresher
Moving & Assisting of People Level 2
Parkinson's Awareness

Person Centred Care - including Privacy
& Dignity Personal Care

Risk Assessment Level 2

SOVA Safeguarding Adults & Children
Stress Awareness

ALL
COURSES
ARE
COVID-19

Management Courses
Price (per person) Half Day £55
or Full Day £90

Health & Safety (half day)

MCA & Dols (half day)

Medication (half day)

Safeguarding (half day)

Supervision & Appraisal Training (full day)

“With our Hands & Nearts, ([Je Care”

SECURE

Innovation Centre
St Cross Business Park
Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 5WB

ﬂ@CareAtHomeIsIeOfWight

Care at Home is always looking
for new, enthusiastic, reliable
carers. If you are interested in a
change, or want to start a new
career, contact the team today on

info@careathomeiow.co.uk
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“We don’t just sell hearing alds,
we provide total hearing care”

Thinking about Equity Release?
Confused about your options?

Isle of Wight Equity Release are your local w ' '“' *
experts giving clear advice since 2008. ¥ ' l ,” ) ' '|| | ' ﬂ

Registered Healthcare Professional
Colin Stockdale RHAD MSHAA AIHHP (Executive Member)

Professional, regulated and reliable
and here on your doorstep.

We are here to provide clear information
about Equity Release Solutions including

Lifetime Mortgages 12 High Street, Shanklin PO37 6LB
Tel 01983 86 59 59

All Hearmg Tests and Consultatlons are FREE
Latest Digital Testing & Fitting Equipment
Video Otoscope (see inside your own ear)

Try Before You Buy OR RENT a Digital
Hearing Aid (from £1 A DAY)

EVERY Brand of Hearing Aid
Free Available in the UK

Home Visits Easy Payment Plans

Pre-paid funeral plans

Jés your funeral.

Our pre-paid, inflation-proof funeral plans guarantee
the way you want to be remembered and protect your
loved ones from unnecessary burden and costs.

Drop in to see us today, visit us at funeralcare.co.uk

or call us on 0800 243 380
our pre-paid funeral plans* Funeral homes in:
Enter BEAIOW21 at: funeralcare.co.uk/funeralplans or take this coupon along to your local funeralcare home.

be deducted off the cost at time of sale. The voucher has no cash value and cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount, offer ® Freshwater o Ryde
or promotion. For full terms and conditions visit: funeralcare.co.uk/funeralplanterms, request a copy from any Southern Co-op

*Terms & Conditions: The voucher may only be redeemed against eligible Southern Co-op funeral plans costing £3,000 or more and will ® East Cowes © Newport
O I I funeralcare home or by calling 0800 008 6878. This voucher is valid until 31/12/2021. ® Lake ® Shanklin

The co-operative funeralcare
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The Perils

GLANVILLES
DAMANT

LEGAL SERVICES

LEGAL & FINANC

ADVERTISEM

Jd

Do It

Yourself Wills

You may have seen offers to purchase DIY Wills either in stationery stores or online in the past and
with the various lockdowns over the last 12 months you may even have been tempted to prepare
one yourself, rather than getting in contact with a Solicitor as you would usually.

any practitioners are

predicting that there will

have been a sharp rise in the

number of people preparing
these documents themselves during the
pandemic. This has brought with it the
concern that there may also be a rise in
the number of inheritance disputes in the
future, due to the increased likelihood
that unintended mistakes will be made
when people have drafted the Wills
themselves.

A Solicitor will ensure that your Will
achieves what you would like it to. They
will also be able to provide you with
advice on the inheritance tax exposure of
your estate that you would not receive if
you prepared a DIY Will. Other instances

GLANVILLES

DAMANT

LEGAL SERVICES

in which Solicitors can provide valuable
advice (just to provide a few examples)
are if you are disinheriting a child, if you
are leaving money to a beneficiary with
mental health problems or someone who
is in receipt of means tested benefits, or if
you own a business or have assets abroad.
One case in which a homemade Will
should never be attempted would be if the
person making the Will has any form of
health problem affecting their memory or
cognitive functioning. One ground upon
which your Will can be challenged after
your death is if someone were to claim
that you did not have mental capacity
when you made it. It would be harder for
them to prove this were the case if you
had been to see a Solicitor to prepare your

Will and the Solicitor had documented
that when you signed it they believed you
were fully cognisant.

There are many possible pitfalls in
preparing a Will yourself. There are strict
rules on how a Will should be signed and
how any amendments should be made,
which is a common stumbling block for
homemade Wills.

Ultimately when you sign your Will
you are signing one of the most important
documents you will ever sign in your life
and the consequences of getting it wrong
are potentially disastrous for those you
leave behind. When you are considering
the cost of obtaining legal advice to get it
right, please bear in mind the cost of not
secking legal advice and getting it wrong.

Kate Gould is a Solicitor at Glanvilles Damant able to discuss which options suit you.
Please contact her on kate.gould@gdlegalservices.co.uk or 01983 527878

for a free initial consultation.
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STAG LANE MOTORS

Stag Lane, Newport
522443 | 525783

Special Offer MOT £39

(Class 4 cars & motorhomes only)

Wight Nutrition

Enablingi€hange and understanding

Manage your weight, lifestyle,

diabetes, IBS or cholesterol &

achieve your long-term goals
with guidance & support.

Tel: 07534 939929
www.wightnutrition.co.uk

{SERVICING & REPAIRS TO!
! ALL VEHICLES (inc. HGV)

24 hr Breakdown
& Recovery

Motorbikes MOT £25

Island Repointing

Natural Stone & Brick

Masonry Waterproofing & Brick Replacement

Damp Proof Couse Installation & Cavity Clearance

- Vacuum Grinding

Islandwide Coverage

Tel: 01983 531461 or 07715 397896

FED UP PAYING OVERPRICED
= TRADESMEN?

T:07984 346635 /

The Island’s Premier
Double Glazing Company

Windows, doors,
conservatories, porches,
guardian roofs
and much more

10 year insurance
backed guarantees

Extensive range of
colours and styles

Call TODAY for your free estimate 01983 523552
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JOSH KERLEY

TREE SERVICES

YAUNG

PLUMBING

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

Tel: 01983 339671
Mb: 07967 225030

v Al aspects of tree work undertaken
v/ NPTC Qualified and fully insured

FREENO OBLIGATION QUOTES
TEL: 07875021682

Email: info@joshkerleytreeservices.co.uk
www.joshkerleytreeservices.co.uk

www.YoungPlumbing.co.uk

The Isle of Wight’s local TV experts
Call 404406 studiophase.com
Why choose us?

e CAl approved e Friendly, reliable engineers
® We have over 30 years of local knowledge

Mark Carter

Oil and Gas Engineer

Worcester Bosch Accredited Installer
Serving the West Wight and Cowes area

Tel: 619111 Mobile: 07771 557769

ZANORCESTER

Boilers Installed, Serviced & Repaired

Gas Safe Heating system repairs and upgrades
Registered 28450 Landlord Gas Certificates issued
Oftec Oil Agas & Rayburn Serviced

Registered C12814 Swimming Pool Boiler Services
Fires, Cookers, Hobs & Ranges installed
Power Flushes and system Cleanses

Pre purchase House Inspection

If it uses gas we can fix or replace it
Natural Gas & LPG &oil v/

REGISTER

“b

THE ISLAND'S FAVOURITE

with Paul, Jamie
and Hayley
every weekday
from 6am

For the latest
breaking
Island news

£\,

Wl

Island’s

isleofwightradio
@iwightradio

@iwightradio y




MONEY MATTERS

PROPERTY PLANNING
FOR RETIREMENT

ne of later life’s great
challenges is how to ensure
we have a comfortable

amounts (or, as a combination of both). Proper’ry, equi’ry and

It’s important, however, to remember that i t b
equity release can be more expensive in rerirement can be a

retirement. The two most comparison to an ordinary mortgage. Complex fopicl SO we
important factors within our control are There are two main routes to releasing ked P d’Aquil
‘where to live’ and ‘what to live on.” If the capital in your property. The most aske eter guilar
you are lucky enough to have a generous ~ widely used is a Lifetime Mortgage, to shed a little ||g ht on
private or company pension pot to keep which allows you to borrow some of your .
you in the manner to which you are home’s value at a fixed or capped interest some of the °P1'|0n5
accustomed, this is not a major rate. The Lifetime Mortgage is cu rrenﬂy available
problem. If; however, you are P care 2 popular choice, as it allows the
concerned about how to pay the homeowner to take money out of
bills and afford a few essential several their property in instalments up to
luxuries once your regular factors to  an agreed amount — with interest
monthly salary ceases, then there considef charged on the sum taken, rather

are decisions to be made.

One option is downsizing to
a smaller house with lower overheads,
thereby releasing capital and reducing
outgoings. While this could solve any
long-term financial concerns, it might also
involve a drastic change 1in lifestyle and
moving further away from close friends
and family — plus the immediate expense
of estate agents, solicitors and removal
firms. If you are determined to remain
in the family home, there are ways to
utilise the money invested in your bricks
and mortar. These products come under
the umbrella title of Equity Release and
give access to the capital tied up in your
home, which is then reclaimed by the
lender when you die. Equity release is an
easy way to raise cash — though it is not
necessarily the cheapest. However, any
beneficiaries of your estate will find their
inheritance reduced accordingly.

If you are aged 55 or over, you can
take out an equity release product to
free up some of the money locked into
our main residence — whether as a
e-off lump sum or in several smaller

than the whole amount available.
The borrower does not have to
make any interest repayments during
their lifetime but, if they do, it reduces the
ultimate cost to their estate.

There are several factors to consider
before committing to a Lifetime
Mortgage. The earlier you start, the
larger the ultimate cost — as unpaid
interest 1s added to the loan. The
maximum you can borrow is 60% of the
value of your property. You can remain
in the property for the rest of your life
or move to another property — as long
as the new house passes muster with
your equity release provider. When your
property is sold, even if the amount left 1s
not enough to repay the outstanding loan
to your provider, neither you nor your
estate will be liable to pay any more —
due to a ‘no n Juity’ guarantee.
The ;

inter
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MONEY MATTERS

when you die or move into long-term
care.

For those aged 65 plus, another equity
release option is a Home Reversion Plan.
This involves an equity release provider
paying you a tax-free lump sum for a
portion of your home at below-market
value. You can then live rent-free in
the property until you die. When it’s
sold, the proceeds are split based on the
percentage owned by you and the lender
respectively — if the value of your property
rises significantly, the lender stands to
benefit. Home Reversion Plans allow the
homeowner to ring-fence a percentage of
their property. The percentage you retain
will always remain the same regardless of
the change in property values, unless you
decide to take further cash releases. At the
end of the plan your property is sold and
the sale proceeds are shared according to
the remaining proportions of ownership.

Another idea worth considering is
a Retirement Interest-only Mortgage.
While this is similar to a standard
interest-only mortgage, it has two key
differences — the loan is usually only paid
off when you die, move into long term
care or sell the house and you only have to
prove you can afford the monthly interest
repayments. While there’s no minimum
age requirement, retirement interest-only

Seek advice from
an independent
financial adviser

mortgages are generally
aimed at older borrowers
who might not qualify
for a typical interest-only
mortgage. Unlike a Lifetime
Mortgage, you only pay off the
interest each month; so monthly
repayments are lower and it’s likely

there will be more left to pass on as an
inheritance or to pay for long-term care.

There are two parts to paying off a
retirement interest-only mortgage — the
interest and the outstanding capital.
During the term of the mortgage, you
will make monthly repayments to cover
the cost of the interest on your loan. The
outstanding capital still owed will be paid
off when the house is sold, you die, or when
you move into long-term care.

In conclusion, there are a few
considerations to keep in mind. Equity
release 1s generally more expensive than
an ordinary mortgage. It’s best not to
borrow the full amount you need in one
go, as this will end up more expensive.
You should check whether you can

transfer
the
scheme
if you move
home, what
happens if you die
soon after taking out the scheme, whether
it will affect your state or local authority
benefits and if there are penalties for early
repayment.

Always seek advice from an
independent financial adviser first and
take the time to check they a member
of the Equity Release Council, on the
Financial Conduct Authority register and
signed up to the Financial Ombudsman
Service. Find out what their fees are, what
type of equity release products they can
offer and any other costs you may have to
pay. @

Useful websites
www.equityreleasecouncil.com
register.fca.org.uk/s/
www.moneyadyviceservice.org.uk

The Island's

CARPET & FLOORING

SUPERSTORE

www.dscarpets.co.uk -
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D&S

CARPETS

*Excludes fitting charges

Luxury
Vinyl Tiles

01983 533150

INTEREST FREE
CREDIT

Subject to status on orders over £495*

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MON - FRI 9AM - 6PM
SAT 9AM - 5PM
SUN 10AM - 4PM

12 Hurstake Road, Riverway Industrial
Estate, Newport, Isle of Wight,
PO30 5UU (next to Jollyes)

D&S Carpets are authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority. We are a credit broker not a lender - credit is
subject to status and affordability, and is provided by Hitachi
Capital (UK) PLC. Terms & Conditions Apply.

——

Flooring



GARDENS

This month, Flo Whitaker’s on the veg patch. If you're new fo veg growing, you
can be sure of success with’beans — and now’s the best time to plant them.

EASY BEA

rovided you give them a
sunny, sheltered site and
fertile soil, runner beans are
easy to cultivate. They’re
quick-growing and vigorous, so put a
strong support framework in place before
setting out the plants. Using 8ft (240cms)
garden canes, arrange two parallel rows
of canes approximately 45cms apart, with
20cm spacings between each
cane. Bury the canes at
least 30cms deep
to give sufficient
anchorage. Push
them into the
ground at a
slight angle
so that each
cane crosses
its opposite partner
about 30cms from the
top. Tie each opposing
pair together with twine. Place
a cane horizontally along the “V’ shapes
above the string ties and bind everything
together. Finally, drive two more canes
or tree stakes at the ends of the row and
secure to the framework.

A simple wigwam-shaped
support can be made using
canes arranged in circle and

tied together at the top

Alternatively, a simple
wigwam-shaped support
can be made using canes arranged
in a circle and tied together at
the top. As they climb, the plants
will cast shade, inhibiting growth
inside the wigwam, so crop yield
will be reduced. However, wigwams
have some advantages; they’re highly
decorative, are quick to construct and can
be fitted into awkward areas where there
is insufficient space for rows.

At this time of year, when
there is minimal chance of
frost, bean seeds can be
sown direct outdoors
but this method is
not without risk
as the emerging
shoots are highly
attractive to slugs
and birds, so there
is much to be said
for raising plants
in the controlled
environment of a
greenhouse or sunny
windowsill. Sow seeds
5cms deep in individual
9cm pots — they’ll germinate within a
week. “Tall’ pots specifically designed to
accommodate their long, vigorous roots
can be purchased — or make your own
paper pots using a jam jar as a mould.
When the plants reach 10-15cms high,

set them into ground
that has been enriched with

multipurpose fertiliser and water-
retaining organic matter such as leaf
mould or compost. Young plants may
need tying in at first, but they’ll soon
develop the climbing instinct.

Runner beans come in seemingly
endless varieties. Some produce
flowers in dainty pink or
white, while others have
striking bi-coloured

blooms. Tall varieties will
casily attain 2 metres
and are best ‘pinched
out’ at the growing tip
when they’ve reached
the desired height.
‘Bush’ types such as
‘Hestia,” (50cms) require
just a few twiggy branches
for support and do well in
large patio pots or half barrels.

If you ask me to name one vegetable
I would not be without, the climbing
French bean, ‘Cobra’, (150cms) gets
my vote every time. Prolific, stringless
and super-tasty, it keeps on going until
October, so if you’ve never grown beans
before — give ‘em a go! ®
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SPRING & SUMMER BROCHURE

Order your FREE copy now
Over 340 feel-good dishes including
WILTSHIRE mini, hearty and options for special diets.
est. FARM 1991
Easy to order by phone or online.
Pay by card when ordering.
BRINGING FREE* no contact delivery at
SUNSHINE your doorstep.
to yourdoor - ® A

FREE DEV | Q g
Fantastic service from start to

finish! From call handler to
delivery drivers, simply amazing!!

- Mrs C, Wiltshire Farm Foods Customer

‘Excellent’ : *Trustpilot

*Minimum orders required in some areas

For your FREE brochure call | WILTSHIRE

02380 622150 _="FARM =
or visit www.wiltshirefarmfoods.com _

4%‘( Cherry Tree
N’ e shutters
( @ ﬁanging Yyour view

20% OFF with this voucher
01983 640174

www.cherrytreeshutters.co.uk

Providing interior plantation shutters to cover any window style or colour including;
Square, Rectangle, Circular, Arched, Bays and Patio Doors.

Q o @ *Terms & Conditions Apply Checkatrade.com
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WIN' Gan you spot the
= ifferences?

Since the Isle of Wight
Donkey Sanctuary
re-opened to visitors on
April 12th, the donkeys have
been enjoying the sunshine
— and have absolutely
loved seeing their
public again.

There are 21 new donkeys
who have arrived since the
Christmas lockdown.
From May 17th, when the
next set of restrictions are
eased, the sanctuary will be
able to offer indoor dining
and snacks at Grazers Café.
Until that date, there is
outdoor seating available in
the café courtyard.
Complementing Grazers
café is the Browse and Brays
gift shop , which offers a
variety of gifts and donkey
adoptions, the proceeds of
which go to support the
welfare of the donkeys.
iowdonkeysanctuary.org

ﬁ iowdonkeysanctuary.org o iowdonkeys iowdonkeys

NAME: TEL:
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE: E-MAIL:

D I am happy to be contacted by the sponsors for marketing purposes D I would like to receive Beacon Magazine's weekly email newsletter with more competitions

Closing date -

Send your entries to: IW Beacon Competition, 8-10 Dodnor Park, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 5XE
When sending your entry to us you MUST ensure that you use the correct postage. Terms and conditions available on request.
Prizes must be claimed within 30 days of the draw date. Previous winners can be found on our Facebook and Twitter pages.
Winners will be contacted by phone.

COMPETITION

-

/

THIS MONTH’S
PRIZES...

T&Cs apply

Cream Tea for two
at Grazers Cafe
Courtesy of iowdonkeysanctuary.org
Tel: 01983 852693

Sunday Roast for two
Courtesy of Victoria Tavern, East Cowes
Tel: 01983 295961

wightﬁbre' .

£20 Amazon voucher
Courtesy of Wightfibre
www.wightfibre.com

Luxury breakfast in bed kit
Courtesy of Grace's Bakery
Tel: 01983 632231
www.graceshakery.uk

PRIZE PREFERENGE
(CHOOSE ONE ONLY):

17207374 ]

Did you know...

You can take a photo on your

phone and email your entry
to win@iwbeacon.com.
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FAIRLEESs*vion

3500kg GW including
Hi-Tops, Long Wheel
Base, Tippers & Lutons

fairleeservicestation.com e_! 01383 523410

online service and MOT booking now available service reception



