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When I ask myself what defines me, my love for learning and teaching is what
first comes to mind. I have regularly taken challenging AP classes like calculus and
physics. I am an active member of the National Honors Society, and have loved tutoring
others through the program. That being said, my love for learning also extends beyond
the classroom. When I was seven I began playing the piano, an instrument I still play
regularly.  In recent years I have started to learn other instruments like the guitar and
drums, but a person would probably be most likely to see me playing the cowbell with
the pep band during a basketball game. I have been participating in my school’s pep band
for the past four years, and this year I had the honor of being captain. Beyond music, I
enjoy outdoor activities. In the summers I spend my time rock climbing, in the winters
you might be able to find me snowboarding down eaglecrest, and year-round, if not found
in either of those places, I can be found jumping on my trampoline. As weird as it may
seem, trampolining is one of my favorite pastimes (flips are super cool!). I have been
springboard diving with the JDHS swim team since sophomore year, and captained the
dive team for the most recent two. I have also been a member of the National Oceanic
Science Bowl (NOSB) team, and one of my favorite memories with the club is when we
placed ninth in the national competition. I am not certain what my plans for the future are
but I love science and helping people so I am thinking about med school or engineering.
I'm also interested in pursuing music in college.

While reading Matthew’s obituary, I was amazed with all of the things that he
accomplished in his life. It's hard for me to write about how I am similar to someone I
have never met but it is clear that he had a drive for doing the things he loved and also
sharing that love with everyone around him, whether it be playing in a band with his
friends or tutoring his peers. These are qualities that I also value a lot in myself.

Much like Matthew I also played in the talent show with my friends my senior
year (But we only got third). I mention this talent show not just because it's something
both he and I did but also because it was the first time that I felt what it was like to
“livelikematthewc”. Like I said, I have never met Matthew but I do know his brother
Brandon. The talent show was the first time I’ve had a real conversation with Brandon.
Brandon stood out by being the only person at the talent show that offered to help me set
up for our performance and actively made himself available to help others. He showed a
unique level of caring and kindness for those around him that I am sure is the same
kindness that Matthew had. I try to live my life with that same kindness.



I love sharing my passion for music by teaching basic things like how to play a
rock beat on the drums or more advanced things like the music theory of chords on piano.
I love teaching my friends how to do backflips on trampolines. I love taking my friends
up Eaglecrest and teaching them how to snowboard.

Beyond kindness I also strive to excel in the things I do. I often find myself with
that same obsession that I read about Matthew having. During times like winter break it is
not uncommon for me to find myself snowboarding on eaglecrest for over forty hours a
week, and during the summer I often jump on my trampoline well past sunset, in the
dark, cold, and sometimes even in the rain. School, particularly math and science is also a
thing that I love dedicating myself to. I have truly enjoyed tutoring others and teaching
people as a teaching assistant for chemistry. I hope that I can keep my love for learning
and teaching throughout college and the rest of my life.


