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Via E-Mail 
September 22, 2020 

 

Acting Attorney General Ed Sniffen 

1131 West 4th Avenue, Suite 200 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

 

Dear Attorney General Sniffen, 

 

As you may be aware, yesterday the Alaska Railroad Corporation filed a complaint in U.S. District 

Court seeking quiet title action for land rightfully owned by individual homeowners in the Flying 

Crown Subdivision of the South Anchorage neighborhood of Oceanview (see attached ARRC 

Complaint v. Flying Crown HOA).  I write to strongly urge you to defend the property rights of 

private, municipal, and state landowners throughout the Railbelt by submitting a brief on behalf of 

the State of Alaska objecting to this aggressive overreach by the ARRC. 

 

As noted in several previous conversations between you, me, and former Attorney General Clarkson 

– and as outlined in the attached letter from a diverse group of stakeholders and elected officials 

asking Governor Dunleavy to urge the ARRC to reform their right-of-way use policy – for many 

years the ARRC has erroneously asserted a right-of-way interest that far exceeds the simple right-of-

way easement interest provided for in the Alaska Railroad Transfer Act of 1982.  These actions have 

negatively impacted hundreds of property owners throughout the Railbelt, including homesteaders, 

businesses, utilities, local governments, and even the state’s own land management agencies.  This 

recent filing of a quiet title suit against the Flying Crown Homeowners Association represents yet 

another claim by the ARRC to an “exclusive-use” right-of-way interest that it does not possess and 

yet another action by the ARRC that actively undermines private property rights of Alaskan citizens. 

 

Although the recently filed quiet title suit speaks specifically to the portion of the railroad right-of-

way on lands owned by Flying Crown HOA members, were the court to rule in favor of the ARRC 

the outcome could easily have broad and troubling implications for railroad right-of-way easements 

on lands owned by other private, municipal, and state entities as well. 

 

I greatly appreciate your attention and willingness to engage on this issue thus far and I implore you 

to use the considerable resources at your disposal as the head of the Alaska Department of Law to 

push back against the ARRC’s overreach by filing a brief objecting to the ARRC’s quite title action 

against the Flying Crown Homeowners Association.  I stand at the ready to discuss these matters 

further or to assist in any way that I can. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rep. Chuck Kopp 
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