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WORK ON A £1 BILLION POUND PROGRAMME OF 
INVESTMENT IN THE BOROUGH IS GATHERING PACE.

A NUMBER OF KEY PROJECTS HAVE STARTED ON SITE IN DUDLEY TOWN 
CENTRE, INCLUDING THE WEDNESBURY TO BRIERLEY HILL METRO EXTENSION.

REGENERATING

DUDLEY
IT’S OUR TIME
build • connect • grow

For more information visit www.regeneratingdudley.org.uk

A new structure is being built 
near Castle Gate island, which 
is critical in supporting the 
construction of the new Metro.

Utility works to kick off the 
construction of the Metro 
extension on Castle Hill began 
on Monday 24 February.

Please note, there will be 
a two lane restriction until 
approximately mid/late 
March 2020 on Castle Hill.  
All work will be managed by 
traffic signals, allowing for 
vehicles in both directions, 
but may cause some delays.

The amazing transformation 
that we will see unfold in Dudley 
is not going to happen without 
disruption.While these essential 
works take place please plan 
your journey before you travel, 
by finding alternative routes, 
sharing a car with others or by 
using public transport.

Preparation work underway on a state of the art leisure centre



Welcome to the 
spring edition of 
Your borough 
YOUR HOME

With spring just around the corner, 
there’s no better time to get out 
and explore the fantastic green 
open spaces on our doorstep.
In this edition we’re celebrating the amazing great 
outdoors, which provide a wealth of opportunities 
for you to get out and enjoy. From canals to parks 
and nature reserves, Dudley has it all and you can 
experience it all for free!

Take a walk through our award winning nature 
reserves and parks. While our healthy hubs and 
healthy walks programmes provide a huge range of 
activities for people of all ages to get involved in.

You’ll also see on page 9 the fantastic news that 
Cavendish House is finally coming down and we can 
begin to look forward to an exciting new chapter in 
the resurgence of Dudley.

I’d like to thank everyone who responded to our 
annual budget consultation. This is the biggest 
investment in Dudley Council services in a decade 
and your views are so important to us as we make vital 
decisions on how we spend that money.

I hope you’ll enjoy getting out and about this spring, 
discovering the green green grass of Dudley!

Patrick Harley Leader of Dudley Council
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Vulnerable adults 
are people’s top priority
Residents across the borough 
have highlighted services for 
older people as their top priority, 
according to the annual budget 
consultation.
More than 1,000 people responded to the consultation, 
ranking adult social care as their top priority.
It comes as Dudley’s Government funding has increased 
by £8million, giving an opportunity to invest more in 
services. Council bosses have spent the past three 
months asking people where they want spending to 
increase.
Children’s services came in second most popular with 
environmental services third. Health and wellbeing, 
regeneration and enterprise and housing were fourth, 
fifth and sixth.
Councillor Patrick Harley leader of the council, said: 
“This is the biggest investment in Dudley Council 
services in a decade, but it is vital we listen to local 
people to find out what is important to them when 
deciding how to spend that money.
“People have made their thoughts very clear and we 
now have to act on that in setting a final budget.”
Read more about Dudley’s investment in adult social 
care on page 8
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Your borough 
YOUR HOME e-bulletin
Keep up to date with all of the latest news    
and information by signing up to our e-bulletin. 
Just visit www.dudley.gov.uk and sign up at   
the bottom of the page.
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Green, green grass of #HOME
Dudley borough is #HOME to many places of inspiring 
natural beauty, so this spring why not get out and explore 
some of the sights on your doorstep?

For a place with a rich industrial heritage it is perhaps surprising that more 
than 30 per cent of land in Dudley borough is greenspace and the borough is 
home to numerous award winning parks and nature reserves.
As part of the council’s Dudley Deal pledge (announced in your last edition of the HOME magazine), the 
council is committed to providing high quality parks and open spaces for everyone to get out and enjoy.
Dudley borough has a total of 59 parks and seven nature reserves, six of which boast green fl ag status. 

1 2

1.  Silver Jubilee Park Friends group working on a community garden

2.  Saltwells Local Nature Reserve is expected to receive National Nature Reserve status this year

3.  Dudley Council relies heavily on volunteer groups to help maintain parks and green spaces

4.  The #HOME campaign poster, promoting the borough’s open spaces
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At Stevens Park in Quarry Bank, The Emily 
Jordan Foundation is working with the 
council to provide horticulture training and 
bicycle training for people with learning 
diffi culties in a £1.8m lottery funded 
programme. 
Halesowen residents and businesses have also 
worked with the authority to win local, national 
and international ‘In Bloom’ awards.

Saltwells Nature Reserve, a 250 acre site 
renowned for its bluebells and a site of 
national importance for unique geology, 
will receive National Nature Reserve status 
this year. Wrens Nest National Nature Reserve 
is a world-class geology site with Geopark 
aspirations that attracts thousands of visitors 
every year. Alder Coppice woods in Sedgley 
is also gaining local nature reserve status from 
Natural England.

The council received national recognition, 
alongside the Eden Project and Hampton 
Court Palace, in the 2019 Horticulture 
Custodian Awards for Heritage Lottery 
funded restorations at Priory and Mary 
Stevens parks. These were heavily supported 
by friends groups and volunteers and resulted in 
almost £5m of investment. The ‘Growing in the 
Park’ project in Wollescote, run by local mental 
health charity Dudley Mind in partnership with 
Dudley Council, was also highly commended.

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, cabinet member for environmental, highways and street services at 
Dudley Council said: 
“Dudley has some amazing open spaces for people to get out and about in. 

“In addition to our parks and nature reserves, Dudley’s canals provide an iconic and stunning green 
corridor and we work with partners such as Dudley Canal Trust to help maintain these precious spaces.

“As part of the Dudley Deal, we are working with our residents, community groups and volunteers to 
make our parks and green spaces work for everyone.”

The Dudley Deal is an informal agreement between the council and anyone who lives, works or runs a 
business in the borough. There are three strands - the Business Deal about growing the economy, the 
Community Deal about further supporting stronger communities and the Green Deal about focusing on a 
cleaner, greener borough.
Each sets out what the council will commit to and also how residents, businesses and community groups 
can play their part too.

3

#HOME An affordable and attractive
place to live, with a green network 
of high quality parks, waterways 
and nature reserves that are valued 
by local people and visitors

IN DUDLEY BOROUGH
Find out more at www.dudleyboroughvision2030.org.uk

TO PLACES OF INSPIRING
NATURAL BEAUTY

4
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Plans to invest millions 
in health and social care
Plans to invest millions of pounds into 
health and adult social care services were 
set to be rubber stamped, as HOME 
went to press.
At a meeting of the council on March 2, all members 
were being asked to support an additional £7.7million 
of investment in services over the next three years.  
More than £2million of this will be used to maintain 
initiatives introduced in recent years to avoid hospital 
admissions and accelerate hospital discharges, 
originally with funding from the government’s 
Improved Better Care Fund. 
These have helped ease the pressure on services 
and significantly reduced the number of cases 
of delayed transfers of care, which the council is 
committed to continuing to support.
Money is also earmarked to help with the growing 
demand for care for people with complex dementia 
and learning disabilities and to meet the rising cost of 
care. 
Councillor Nicolas Barlow, cabinet member for 
health and social care, said: 
“Residents have told us that services for older people 
are their top priority and we completely agree. 
“We know there will always be more to do but this 
investment will help us continue to ease the pressure 
on key frontline services and maintain the positive 
momentum.”

CCTV overhaul 
nears completion 
A major plan to boost security across 
Dudley borough is gathering pace 
as the roll-out of a £1.7million new 
CCTV system nears completion.
Old and outdated cameras are being replaced 
by state-of-the-art cameras with improved 
capabilities and enhanced images.
Dudley Council is working in partnership with 
West Midlands Police and the work should be 
complete by spring.
Councillor Laura Taylor, cabinet member 
responsible for community safety, said:
“These new CCTV cameras will hopefully have a 
big, positive impact on not only making people 
feel safe in our town centres, but also providing 
more detailed footage of any issues that arise.”
Sally Bourner, Chief Superintendent, Dudley 
Neighbourhood Policing Unit Commander, 
added:
“People can also play their part by playing an 
active and neighbourly role in their communities 
through schemes such as Street Watch.”
Pictured: (left to right) Councillor Laura Taylor, 
cabinet member responsible for community 
safety, with Sally Bourner, Chief Superintendent, 
Dudley Neighbourhood Policing Unit 
Commander.
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‘Momentous’ regeneration 
projects underway
Two major regeneration projects are underway 
in Dudley signalling the start of millions of 
pounds worth of investment in the borough.

Demolition started on the eyesore Cavendish House 
in Trindle Road, which will pave the way for a new 
development.

The Metro extension from Wednesbury to Brierley Hill is now 
on track after work started on a key retaining wall on the site 
in Castle Hill.

Councillor Patrick Harley, leader of Dudley Council, said:

“This is a momentous occasion where we see work under 
way on two multi-million pound programmes of work. We 
have promised for a long time, now we are delivering.”

The demolition of Cavendish House will pave the way for an 
exciting £82 million retail and leisure development.

Construction work on the Metro line is expected to start later 
this year, once the initial work on the wall is complete.

Both are part of a £1billion programme of work in the town.
Geopark status 
a step closer
The Black Country’s bid to 
become a world famous 
UNESCO Global Geopark is a 
step closer after receiving 
international backing. 

The UNESCO Global Geoparks Council 
recently announced it had recommended 
the Black Country project be endorsed by 
the Executive Board of UNESCO when it 
meets in the spring.

Although this is no guarantee, the team 
behind the bid sees this as an extremely 
positive step forward in its efforts to 
secure Geopark status and to conserve 
and promote geological heritage across 
the region. 

The significant role the region played in 
the industrial revolution is at the heart of 
the bid.

The final announcement is expected to be 
made by the Executive Board of UNESCO 
when it meets in the spring.

To find out more about the bid go to 
www.blackcountrygeopark.org.uk, 
follow @BCgeopark on twitter or the 
Black Country Geopark Project on 
Facebook.
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Making Dudley a place where everyone can live longer, safer, healthier lives

Free outdoor activities to keep you moving  Free outdoor activities to keep you moving  
Do what makes you happy! 
Moving more can help you be healthier and happier. So can being outside in green spaces. 
Why not give yourself the chance to improve your wellbeing by checking out the many free 
activities available in our beautiful borough parks?
After all, did you know that being active doesn’t just boost your physical health? It can also improve your        
mood and self-esteem, as well as reduce your risk of stress, depression, dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. 
We are lucky in the Dudley borough with our parks, nature reserves and canal towpaths, where many people 
enjoy being active either on their own, or with family and friends. There are also lots of opportunities for those 
who prefer organised activity sessions which can help grow your confi dence and allow you to meet new people.

Park Active Park Active 
Family-friendly outdoor activity sessions take place in 
fi ve parks every weekend. Qualifi ed instructors lead fun 
45-minute circuit-based classes that include moves such 
as knee lifts, tricep dips and squats. 
All ages are welcome as everyone is able to work at their own level. 
Park Active is at Stevens Park in Wollescote, Buffery Park in Kates Hill, 
Dudley, Abbey Street Rec in Gornal, Stevens Park in Quarry Bank and 
Grange Park in Dudley. No need to book, just turn up. 
For more information go to www.lets-get.com/explore/healthy-hubs/park-active

Walking For Health Walking For Health 
It is recommended we take at least 10,000 steps 
every day. To improve your step count and mood 
we offer free, friendly, health walks.
Our team of dedicated, volunteers lead walks through some of our most beautiful outdoor 
spaces. The sessions last from 30 minutes to two hours, so you can fi nd a walk that suits 
you. Weekly, fortnightly and monthly walks take place in The Leasowes and Huntingtree 
Park in Halesowen, Himley Park, Saltwells Nature Reserve, Dudley, Sedgley and Wordsley.
If group walks aren’t your thing, you can walk at a time and pace to suit you and borrow 
a free pedometer from the library to keep track of how much walking you’re doing.  Pick 
one up at any Dudley borough library.
Or, if you can’t wait until this year’s Dudley Trail selection of walks across the borough, 
create your own at online route planner www.walkit.com 

For more information on the led walks, go to 
www.lets-get.com/healthy-lifestyles/move-more/walking/

FREEFREE

FREE
FREE
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Healthy hubs and green gyms  Healthy hubs and green gyms  
If you’re looking for a range of free, active opportunities there are 
healthy hubs in four of our parks - Silver Jubilee Park in Coseley, 
Netherton Park, Huntingree Park in Halesowen and Mary Stevens 
Park in Stourbridge.
The healthy hubs are outdoor locations where people of all ages and abilities can 
get active and have fun, with as much or little help from the park activator team as you want.
Sessions take place from Tuesday-Saturday, ranging from pilates and after-school sports, to 
legs, bums and tums, and social bike rides. If you prefer to work on your own every hub has a 
signage board showing walking routes around the park.
Or, for people who enjoy sports, each park has slightly different facilities, such as tennis courts, 
multi-use games areas, a mini football pitch, a bike and skate park and a bowling green.
Each healthy hub also has a free 15-station outdoor gym for you to use as you want. Outdoor 
gyms are also available at Clayton Park in Coseley, Buffery Park in Dudley, Stevens Park in 
Cradley, Hawne Recreation Ground in Halesowen and near the Action Heart centre at Russells 
Hall Hospital. 
For more information, go to www.lets-get.com/explore/healthy-hubs

FREEFREE

FREEFREE

No need to book, just turn up No need to book, just turn up 

Parkrun  Parkrun  
For people who like to challenge themselves at a faster pace, Dudley 
Parkrun could be for you. It is a free, fi ve kilometre, timed run, 
organised by volunteers who love running. 
It takes place every Saturday at 9am at The Dell Stadium, in Pensnett. The course 
includes running track, tarmac paths, canal towpaths and trail paths.
For more information go to www.parkrun.org.uk/dudley/
Children are welcome at Parkrun, but for youngsters who prefer a shorter, 
but still impressive route, a junior parkrun takes place every Sunday at 9am 
at Stevens Park in Wollescote, Stourbridge. This two kilometre timed run is 
open to children aged four - 14 and parents are welcome to join in.
More information is available at www.parkrun.org.uk/stevenspark-juniors/
For both events, attend whenever suits you, just don’t forget to register 
online before your fi rst run.

33  Moving can give you energy   Moving can give you energy 
33  Take the time to smell the roses  Take the time to smell the roses
33  Being active can be fun and social     Being active can be fun and social   
33  Feel a sense of freedom  Feel a sense of freedom
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Homeaffairs
News and views for council tenants and  leaseholders throughout Dudley borough

 Spring 2020

Welcome to the spring 
edition of Home Affairs!
Although spring is just around 
the corner the recent cold 
spells remind us that winter 
is still with us. So wrap up 
warm, and keep a look out 
for the more vulnerable 
people living in our 
communities.  

The lead story in this issue of 
Home Affairs is about the rent 
increase which comes into effect in 
April. Over the last four years Dudley residents 
have seen a one percent reduction in their rents every year to 
bring them in line with government recommendations. Rents 
will still be lower than they were in 2016 when we fi rst began 
the rent decrease. A 2.7 percent increase will see the average 
weekly rent increase from £76.47 to £78.53, which will be ring-
fenced for investment in services for our tenants.

In this issue we also have information about the Right to Buy 
scheme, which allows tenants to apply to buy their council 
home. The article provides details about the discounts 
available and who can apply to the scheme. If you are thinking 
about applying to buy your home remember that there are 
costs and responsibilities associated with buying and owning 
your own home, so make sure you fi nd out all the facts. Our 
housing offi cers can provide you with information, and you are 
also encouraged to seek independent advice. 

Finally, I would like to bid you farewell as your Cabinet 
Member. It has been a pleasure to meet many residents and 
groups throughout my tenure.

Councillor Laura Taylor
Cabinet Member for Housing, 
Communities and Residents Welfare

April rent increase

By now you should have 
received your annual rent 
letter, which was distributed   
in February.
This letter informed you that rents 
for council homes will increase 
from April by 2.7%. This is the 
fi rst increase in rent for fi ve years, 
following a local rent freeze and four 
years of rent reductions. The letter 
states your revised rent and includes 
any additional sundry charges. If you 
receive Housing Benefi t or Universal 
Credit your benefi t payments will 
generally be adjusted to refl ect the 
higher rent - for Housing Benefi t this 
will be automatically adjusted but 
for Universal Credit you will need to 
update your rent details using your 
online journal. 

Rents for garages, garage plots 
and access agreements will also 
be increasing from April. These are 
increased every three years to refl ect 
infl ation. If you have a garage, plot or 
access agreement, you will also have 
received a letter advising you of the 
new charge. 

All income from rents is invested in 
the maintenance, improvement and 
management of council homes. 

You can monitor your rent balance 
through our online rent account 
service eHousing. This service 
is available 24/7 and allows you 
to make payments, view your 
balance and update your contact 
details. Register by visiting 
www.dudley.gov.uk and enter 
‘eHousing’ in the search facility.

Although spring is just around 
the corner the recent cold 
spells remind us that winter 
is still with us. So wrap up 
warm, and keep a look out 

increase which comes into effect in 
April. Over the last four years Dudley residents 
have seen a one percent reduction in their rents every year to 
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Right to Buy
Under the Right to Buy scheme you may be able to buy your home 
from Dudley Council. The length of time that you have spent as a 
tenant entitles you to a discount on the market value of the property. 

The information below provides an outline of the scheme and some of the 
costs associated with home ownership.

Do I have the right to buy? 
Before you can apply to buy your council home you must have held a tenancy for at least 
two years. If your secure tenancy started after 18 January 2005 you must have spent at least 
three years as a council tenant.

Are there any exceptions to the Right to Buy scheme? 
You cannot buy your home unless you meet the initial qualification period; this is the most 
common reason why you may not be able to buy your home under the scheme.  Also, you 
may not be able to buy if:

• your house or flat is not your only (principal) home

• it is not self-contained (you share part of the building with others, for example the kitchen 
or bathroom)

• a court has made a possession order which says that you must leave your home or the 
court has granted a suspended order against you in the past

• you are an undischarged bankrupt, you have a bankruptcy petition pending against you, 
or you have an arrangement with creditors (people who you owe money to) and you still 
owe them money

• if Dudley Council intends to demolish your home and an initial demolition notice has been 
served (these are valid for up to five years)

• your home is particularly suitable for occupation by elderly people (taking into account its 
location, design, size and other features)

• You live in sheltered housing that is provided for the elderly or people who are disabled. 

Please beware of companies that knock your door or telephone you and try to 
persuade you to buy your home - they may not be acting in your best interests.            
If you are unsure, do not sign anything and contact us for further advice.
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How does Dudley Council set the sale price? 
The Right to Buy scheme gives you a discount on the market value of your home. The longer 
you have been a tenant, the more discount you will get, up to a maximum amount of £82,800 
(as at January 2020). The following discount levels apply:

• 3 years - 35% discount for a house and 50% discount for a flat

• 4 years - 35% discount for a house and 50% discount for a flat

• 5 years - 35% discount for a house and 50% discount for a flat

• 6 years plus - add 1% per year for houses (up to 70% or the cash maximum - whichever is 
lower), and add 2% per year for flats (up to 70% or the cash maximum - whichever is lower)

What happens if there is a delay or dispute with the sale? 
There are timescales which both parties should follow. Dudley Council can issue notices 
to complete, which may require you to complete the sale within a defined time period. 

There are also notices that you can serve if you believe that the council is trying to delay 
the sale from proceeding. If your landlord (Dudley Council) does not comply with the 
defined Right to Buy timescales you may serve either a RTB 6 or a RTB 8 form. 

If your claim is upheld you may be entitled to a reduction in the purchase price or the 
value of rent payments made during a certain period of time may be deducted from the 
price that you pay to buy your home.

What other costs might I have to pay? 
Whilst there is no fee charged to you for processing your Right to Buy application, there are 
costs associated with buying your home, such as the cost of a solicitor. 

For full details... 
visit the Dudley website at www.dudley.gov.uk and search ‘Buying your council home’, 
or call 0300 555 2345 and ask for information about Right to Buy.

How do I apply? 
To apply, you need to complete a Right to Buy claim form (RTB1) and return this to the council.
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Home contents insurance 
offer for council tenants 

Having home contents insurance 
can’t prevent fl oods, thefts or fi res 
from happening - but it can help 
you get back on your feet.
Our insurance starts from £1.23 per week for 
£9,000 worth of cover with even lower rates 
available for tenants over 60 or living in one 
bedroom or bedsit properties.

If you’ve not had a home contents insurance 
policy with Dudley Council before you will also 
receive the fi rst four weeks insurance free of 
charge. New customers will also be entered into 
our prize draw with a chance to win one of fi ve 
Amazon tablets (closing date 30/04/20).

Go to the Dudley website at www.dudley.gov.
uk/homeinsurance for more details and full 
terms and conditions.

To fi nd out more or apply visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/homeinsurance 
or call 01384 815051

Don’t forget to pay your rent 

If you are a council tenant and 
having diffi culty paying your rent, 
our rent arrears offi cers are here 
to provide you with support and 
assistance in managing your rent 
account.
It’s important that you contact us early so 
we can give you advice at the right time, not 
when it’s too late! 

Contact us on 0300 555 0010 - we are here 
to help. If our lines are busy please leave a 
message - we will call you back.

Get involved with your TRA

Tenants and Residents Associations (TRAs) hold regular public meetings. The groups discuss many issues 

relating to their local community and make suggestions on how to make improvements. It’s also a great way 

to get to know your neighbours. For more information visit www.dudley.gov.uk and search ‘getting 
involved’, or contact the participation team on 01384 815168, email participation@dudley.gov.uk or 
follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/participationindudley

Tell us, we’ll do the rest
Staff from the Housing Fraud 
Team take a proactive approach 
to preventing, detecting and 
investigating housing fraud and have 
a range of tools to identify whether 
fraudulent activity has taken place.  

The team will identify individuals who have 
defrauded the council by fi nancially gaining from a 
council property or gaining a property by deception, 
and the council has a range of powers to take action 
where fraud is identifi ed.

In January 2020, the Housing Fraud Team 
prosecuted a council tenant who sub-let his 
property for three years whilst he lived in another 
property which he owned. He subsequently returned 
to the council property and attempted to buy it at a 
discount through the Right to Buy scheme. 

Following court action, the tenant was handed a 
suspended custodial sentence, ordered to undertake 
240 hours of community service and told to pay 
back an unlawful profi t order plus costs totalling  
over £7,000.

If you suspect any housing fraud please     
contact our fraud reporting hotline on 
01384 814242 or email hotline@dudley.gov.uk 

You can also contact Dudley Council Plus on 
0300 555 2345.

All information will be treated in the strictest of 
confi dence.  
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Dudley Carers Hub, your one stop shop for 
information, advice and support for carers of 
all ages living in Dudley Borough.
The hub offers a range of practical support, wellbeing therapy services, up 
to date information and advice all focused on the needs of carers. Anyone 
providing personal, practical or emotional care for a family member or friend 
can ask for help.

Contact Dudley Carers Hub, 
Wellington Road, Dudley, DY1 1RD, 
give us a call on 01384 818723

Supporting people who care 
for a family member or friend

Information SupportAdvice

Dudley Dudley 
carerscarers

hubhub



Dudley MBC Advert Pages Jan 2020_Layout 1  24/01/2020  15:04  Page 5

Your home  16    For all of the latest news visit www.dudley.gov.uk/media-centre

If you’ve got a burning issue or a great 
idea to improve the area you live in, come 
along to your nearest community forum. 
The forums are your opportunity to meet with your 
local councillors and a police representative to talk 
about the things in your local community that matter 
to you most.

Grants of up to £5,000 are also available via 
community forums to eligible voluntary and 
community organisations to make a difference in 
local communities. Since April last year more than 
£200,000 has been granted to groups across the 
borough.

The next round of meetings is in March. If 
you’d like to come along, fi nd further details or 
information on how to apply for grants visit the 
council’s website, dudley.gov.uk and search 
community forums.

Dudley Trail 
in association with The Lee Shaw Partnership

Spring is the perfect time to embark on a 
new fi tness campaign and if you need a 
goal to work towards, then the 40th 
annual Dudley Trail on Sunday May 3, may 
be the event for getting you on track. 
What better way to see some of the borough’s green 
spaces than by signing up for one of the six walking 
routes on offer - from six miles up to a challenging 28 
miles criss-crossing the Dudley borough. 

And to mark the milestone anniversary a one-off new 
Ruby trail will be available, taking in some new sights. 

The routes include paths at our nature reserves in 
Saltwells, Wren’s Nest and Fens Pools, lengths of 
canal network, views from Sedgley Beacon and 
Wychbury Hill and the path along the disused 
Kingswinford Railway. 

All routes have staggered morning start times and 
begin at Dudley Leisure Centre, where walkers 
register and pick up their route map.

This popular event attracts more than 1,500 
people every year. Costs start at £2.50 per 
person and you can book online through www.
eventbrite.co.uk search Dudley Trail.

Did you know that you can 
apply for help towards 
paying your council tax?
If you are on a low income you may 
be entitled to some fi nancial help, so 
that you do not have a large bill to pay. 
This is called a council tax reduction.
The quickest, easiest and most convenient way 
to apply for a reduction, or tell us about any 
changes that you may have is to do it online. To 
do this please visit www.dudley.gov.uk/benefi ts 

You may also be entitled to a council tax discount. 
For example, if you are the only adult living in 
your home, you can get 25% off your bill. You 
can also apply for other reductions online. Visit              
www.dudley.gov.uk/counciltax for more information.  

If you do not have internet access yourself, there 
are public access to internet computers within 
Dudley Council Plus and Dudley libraries.

SUNDAY 3 MAY 2015
Challenge walks of 6, 9, 12, 18 or 26 miles within and around Dudley borough

Starts and finishes at Dudley Leisure Centre, Wellington Road, Dudley DY1 1HU

Open to walkers of all ages
Under 14s must be accompanied by an adult. Small entry fees apply.

Sunday 3 May 2020
Challenge walks of 6, 9, 12, 20 or 28 miles within and around Dudley borough

PLUS a special Ruby walk to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Dudley Trail

Open to walkers of all ages and abilities
Under 14s must be accompanied by an adult 

Online entry fees from £2.50 (Fees charged on the day will be higher)

To book call 01384 817834 or visit www.himleyhallandpark.co.uk/dudleytrail

@dudleymbc @HimleyHall

in association with
The Lee, Shaw Partnership

Dudley  TrailDudley  Dudley  Dudley Trail
F O R T I E T H   A N N I V E R S A R YF O R T I E T H   A N N I V E R S A R Y

     supported by     Organised by In 
association 
with

Community
Your

FORUMS
Working together to improve our communities
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Save cash and keep well   
at home this winter

A cold home can make you ill. Keep 
yourself well and your home warm 
this winter, with help from Dudley 
Council’s Winter Warmth service.

We can: • Find you the cheapest energy supplier and tariff for your home, 
getting you switched and sorted

• Apply for energy benefi ts, discounts and grants for you
• Support you if you have fuel debts and fi nd payment plans
• Provide free home insulation and new boilers to qualifying homeskeep warm,

keep well 
Winter warmth service

Call us for a free home visit on 

01384 817086

Home adaptations 
for independence
Make your home safe for you
Struggling in your home? Are you or a member of the family having diffi culties bathing, 
getting upstairs, or even getting into your home?
If you are a homeowner or private rental tenant and need 
assistance with adapting your home to better meet the 
needs of a member of your household, we can help.
Dudley Council offers grants to pay for adaptations*, uses reputable, 
approved tradespeople and can arrange all works for you.
*Dependant on criteria

DUDLEY HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICE

Walk-in showers
Door widening 
Stairlifts
Ramps
Extensions

If you are a homeowner or private rental tenant and need 

 HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICE

Door widening 
Stairlifts
Ramps
ExtensionsExtensions

For m
ore 

details c
all 

0300 

555 

0055
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Pharaoh
Designs

Architectural plans for
extensions and

alterations.  
Planning permission

and building
regulations.

25 years experience.

Tel:  01384 277200
info@pharaohdesigns.co.uk

Sofa Tech
(Dudley) Ltd
Upholsterer and furniture
repairs. Recovers, repairs,

broken frames, sagging seats,
leather repairs. Upholstery

and Leather cleaning.

Tel: 01384 832292
Mobile: 07812 459539

Chairman:
Dudley Society of Artists

Would you be interested in
joining an Art class in the

Halesowen/Romsley Areas?
If so please initially email

terryglazebrook1@gmail.com
or call 07961 104662

or 0121 421 3526

ART TUITION

FOR EVERYONE!ART TUITION

FOR EVERYONE!

Dudley MBC Advert Pages Jan 2020_Layout 1  04/02/2020  10:29  Page 8
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Local charity supporting people with disabilities Access in Dudley is a local charity run by disabled volunteers who work to make our local community more accessible to people with disabilities. 
Can you help? The service is looking for volunteers 
who can help carry out tasks like access audits, 
disability awareness training and administration. Volunteering with us is a great way to meet new 
people and make friends, to learn new skills, and 
support our community.
If you can help please contact us by phoning 
01384 569505 or email info@accessindudley.org.uk

Cleaner air for 
Birmingham 
If you drive into Birmingham you 
need to know the city is introducing 
a clean air zone. 
This means that if you drive a vehicle that 
creates higher pollution you will be charged 
to enter the wider city centre area. 
It is expected to start from 1 July 2020.

For more details visit
www.brumbreathes.co.uk 

Noticeboard

Keep track of major 
developments in the borough 
Dudley Council and its partners have 

started to roll out a one billion pound 

regeneration programme, the biggest single 

investment ever made in the borough. 

A new website is being launched which will 

act as a point of information for the borough’s 

upcoming regeneration projects. The website will 

feature live traffi c updates, a timeline of events 

and key information on projects such as the 

Metro Extension and Portersfi eld Development. 

For more information visit 

www.regeneratingdudley.org.uk

Local charity supporting 

Service helping young 

people with skills and work  

Black Country Impact is a market leader 

in helping young adults across the Black 

Country to gain new skills and jobs. It’s 

uniquely able to provide more options than 

other services, with specialist experience in 

overcoming the barriers you may be facing. 

The service works with real employers to fi ll real 

vacancies. The kind of support on offer might 

include helping you to build self-confi dence and 

gain new skills, or help with travel, childcare, 

clothing and equipment. It may even be about 

helping you tackle diffi cult circumstances through 

drug and alcohol counselling or sexual and general 

health advice. 

Other options could include traineeships with work 

experience, an apprenticeship, or training towards 

qualifi cations. We will work with you every step of 

the way towards work and career.

Black Country Impact is a free service. To qualify 

you need to be aged between 16 and 29 years, not 

currently in employment, education or training, and 

living in the Black Country

For more details 

visit  www.dudley.gov.uk/bcimpact 

or call 01384 813567.

Adoption in 
the Black Country
Adoption@Heart is the Regional Adoption Agency for the Black Country, and is looking for homes for children currently waiting to be adopted.

The agency recruits adopters from all sections   of our community, irrespective of gender, sexual orientation, disability, race or faith, and is appealing for people who can give children lots of individual time, understanding and ongoing support. 
Being an adoptive parent can be challenging - but it also brings great rewards.
To fi nd out more: 
visit www.adoptionatheart.org.ukcall 0800 073 0597 or email 
info@adoptionatheart.org.uk 

developments in the borough 

overcoming the barriers you may be facing. 

The service works with real employers to fi ll real 

vacancies. The kind of support on offer might 

include helping you to build self-confi dence and 

gain new skills, or help with travel, childcare, 

clothing and equipment. It may even be about 

Noticeboard

people with skills and work  

the Black Country
Adoption@Heart is the Regional 

the Black Country

upcoming regeneration projects. The website will 

feature live traffi c updates, a timeline of events 

and key information on projects such as the 

Metro Extension and Portersfi eld Development. 

Keep track of major 
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Help with the cost of 
childcare 
Visit Dudley Council’s website to f ind 
help and information about f inding 
and choosing the right childcare, paying 

for childcare, and free early years places 

for three-year-olds.  
There’s also information about getting 

your child ready for school.

For example, there’s a range of options 

available to help with the cost of childcare.

During term time, all families with three and 

four year olds are entitled to 15 hours per 

week of free childcare, from the term after the 

child’s third birthday. In addition, if eligible, 

working families can access an extra 15 

hours, giving them 30 hours per week of free 

childcare for their three and four year olds.

Working families can also sign up for 

tax free childcare where the government 

adds £2 to every £8 spent on childcare, 

up to £2,000 per child per year.

To fi nd out more visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/childcare

Spot the warning signs of 
sexual exploitation 
Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a 
hidden crime that can affect both girls 

and boys, at any time, and regardless 
of their home life, religion or ethnic 
background.  
CSE is child abuse and can involve perpetrators 

grooming their victims in various ways, such as 

in person, via mobiles or online, to gain their trust 

before emotionally and sexually abusing them.

It can take place in many forms, whether 

through a seemingly consensual relationship, 

or a young person being forced to have sex in 

return for some kind of payment, such as drugs, 

money, gifts or even protection and affection.

Warning signs can include having friends 

who are older, persistently going missing, 

secretive relationships with unknown 

adults, truancy from school, chronic fatigue, 

constant calls on a mobile phone and the 

possession of money or new things.

For more information visit 

www.seeme-hearme.co.uk

Keep track of major 
developments in the borough 
Dudley Council and its partners have 

started to roll out a one billion pound 

regeneration programme, the biggest single 

investment ever made in the borough. 

A new website is being launched which will 

act as a point of information for the borough’s 

upcoming regeneration projects. The website will 

feature live traffi c updates, a timeline of events 

and key information on projects such as the 

Metro Extension and Portersfi eld Development. 

For more information visit 

www.regeneratingdudley.org.uk

To fi nd out more visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/childcare

Spot the warning signs of 
sexual exploitation 
Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a 
hidden crime that can affect both girls 

and boys, at any time, and regardless hidden crime that can affect both girls 

and boys, at any time, and regardless hidden crime that can affect both girls 

of their home life, religion or ethnic 
and boys, at any time, and regardless 
of their home life, religion or ethnic 
and boys, at any time, and regardless 

background.  
of their home life, religion or ethnic 
background.  
of their home life, religion or ethnic 

CSE is child abuse and can involve perpetrators 

grooming their victims in various ways, such as 

in person, via mobiles or online, to gain their trust 

Fun and skills

at Dudley museums 

Dudley museums offer a
 wide 

variety of a
ctivities 

throughout the
 

year for sch
ool child

ren, families 

and adults.

Activities on offer for kids include Easter 

hunts, dinosaur egg hunts, geology talks 

and glass-themed sessions.  Adults 

can try a wide choice of craft activities 

including deco patch, macramé, rag 

rugging, eco projects, paper crafting and 

glass fusing. 

Sessions take place at the Red House 

Glass Cone and Dudley Museum at the 

Archives. 

For more information visit 

www.dudley.gov.uk/museums

You can also pick up a leafl et at Dudley 

Council Plus, Dudley borough libraries 

and Dudley attractions.

For more information visit 

www.dudley.gov.uk/museums

www.dudley.gov.uk/museums

www.dudley.gov.uk/museums

www.dudley.gov.uk/museums

Working families can also sign up for 

tax free childcare where the government 

adds £2 to every £8 spent on childcare, 

up to £2,000 per child per year.

To fi nd out more visit To fi nd out more visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/childcare

New services 
for Dudley carers  
Dudley Council has launched a range of wellbeing services and therapies to help support people caring for a family member or friend. 

The team behind Dudley Carers Hub, which launched in June 2018, will be working in partnership with Sandwell Crossroads to provide wellbeing therapies to unpaid carers of all ages living in Dudley borough. 
Sandwell Crossroads will also provide services for young carers and young adults (aged 18-25) in recognition of the increasing number of younger people who are fulfi lling caring roles.

Groups of local carers have been closely involved with the development of these services to ensure they are what carers need and want. 
To fi nd out more call Dudley Carers Hub on 01384 818723.
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Produced by Dudley Council. 
All information correct at time of printing.

Dudley Council does not accept any responsibility for or endorse 
any products or services offered by advertisers in this newsletter.

Dudley Council does not endorse or support content of any other 
inserts or leaflets which may be delivered by Royal Mail alongside 
this stand-alone newsletter.

This publication is available in 
large print and audio. To request 
a copy phone 0300 555 2345.

What’s on There’s lots happening across the borough...

To find out more about events and places visit www.discoverdudleyevents.co.uk

or for activities for kids visit www.dudley.gov.uk and search under ‘school’s out’

Dudley Town Hall
Sounds of the 60s Live with Tony Blackburn
Saturday 14 March
All Our Yesterdays - Matinee Variety Show
Tuesday 17 March
Josh Widdicombe
Thursday 19 March
Russell Kane
Friday 17 April
The Nick Ross Orchestra
Sunday 3 May
Doreen’s Revolution
Saturday 9 May
The Dublin Legends (formerly of The Dubliners)
Tuesday 19 May
Psychic Sally Morgan
Friday 22 May
The Magic of Motown
Saturday 30 May
Sounds of the 70s Live with Johnnie Walker
Friday 5 June
Aloha from Hawaii starring Gordon Hendricks
Saturday 6 June
Ed Byrne
Thursday 18 June

Stourbridge Town Hall
Mitch Benn
Saturday 14 March
Dom Joly
Wednesday 8 April
The Opera Boys
Friday 1 May
Gary Powndland & Friends
Friday 22 May
Ian Waite and Vincent Simone
Saturday 23 May
Neil Jones
Friday 26 June

Your home  26

For a complete listing of Borough Halls events visit www.boroughhalls.co.uk or call the box office on 01384 812812 

SF HARRISON ROOFING PRESENTS...

TICKETS NOW ON SALE!
The Mayor of Dudley invites you to join him 

for a night of Hollywood glitz and glamour at 
the Copthorne Hotel on Friday 27 March. 

The evening will include a three course dinner, 
live entertainment and entertainment hosted 

by ITV’s Des Coleman

TO PURCHASE TICKETS VISIT

WWW.MAYOROFDUDLEY.ORG.UK/BALLTICKETS
All proceeds will go to the Mayor’s chosen charities: MacMillan Cancer Support 

and The Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and Black Country.
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...the historic capital of the Black Country
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